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Forward slope of “Old Baldy.” Photo

taken on July 6, 1952.

Old Baldy situated in the Yokkok-Chon

Valley of Central Korea near Chorwon

was one of the most intensively fought

after hills during the second half of the

Korean War.

Thousands of Chinese, American and

U.N. troops lost their lives fighting for

possession of this small piece of ground. 

Seen in photo is debris, bodies, parts of

bodies from the result of the tremendous

shelling that went on for many days. As

you can see not a tree was left standing,

only stumps.

Company I of the 279th Regt., 45th Inf.

Div. lost many brave men on this hill. The

Chinese attack on July 3 and 4, 1952 cost

them heavy losses.

(Photo and above text was submitted by
Glenn Ed White. Thank you Glenn.–Ed) 
Fighting on “Old Baldy” and the other
hills of the “Iron Triangle.”

Immediately a siege of heavy rain-

storms, repeating the drenchings of late

July 52 hit the entire front. Again fighting

gave way to a struggle for existence on the

slippery, land sliding hills. Sixty percent

of the bunkers became uninhabitable. To

the rear, washouts of bridges and roads

created many supply problems. The

reserve troops worked alongside the

Engineers to reconstruct the supply routes.

Defensive improvements and aggres-

sive patrolling went on for the first half of

September. The fateful day of 18

September opened with the following dis-

position of units: Netherlands Detachment

occupying the right third of the sector with

other units entrenched on the Old Baldy

outpost. Enemy artillery and mortar fire

had been falling in the area sporadically,

but on the 18th it picked up, focusing on

the outposts on Old Baldy and Porkchop,

to the northeast of Baldy. The rate of

incoming fire increased as the day went

on. At 1850 hours it seemed as though

every tank, recoilless weapon, artillery

piece and mortar that the Communists

owned had opened up. Shells too numer-

ous to count rattled into the outposts. It

was apparent that the enemy was prepar-

ing to strike. At 1900 he did strike, in two

places simultaneously.

One company of Chinese hit the small

Porkchop outpost, which was occupied by

a platoon. The attackers seemed to move

up the hill among their own artillery

shells. As the enemy reached the trenches,

a fierce fire fight ensued with the numeri-

cally superior Chinese overrunning the

positions and sweeping over the crest of

the hill. With almost as much speed as in

the attack, they turned and swept back in

the opposite direction, picked up their

many casualties and moved off the hill.

Friendly artillery and machine gun fire

was called in on the positions and few of

the enemy escaped unhurt.

On Old Baldy a battalion of enemy

swarmed into the Company positions in

the same lightning-like fashion.

Eyewitness accounts told of the enemy

soldiers marching forward mechanically

through their own fire, seemingly doped

and oblivious to the shelling. The enemy

had taken advantage of the twilight and a

friendly smoke screen to the front, moving

an entire battalion almost to the base of the

hill unobserved.

Company’s defenders called in artillery

and machine gun fire on the crest of Old

Baldy but control was soon in the hands of

the enemy, who was able to overrun the

crest. The Chinese had also set up an

ambush on the eastern approach to the hill
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President’s Message
The member-

ship and

Chapters have

grown quite a bit

thanks to Jerry

Lake and Sam

Naomi. Jerry is

our membership

and chapter for-

mation chairman.

I feel that we have

many potential

members that could

join KWVA. The

Korean War era Veterans that did not

serve in Korea (both men and women)

feel that they are not Korean War

Veterans. This is not true, the Military that

served during that time are very much

Korean War Veterans. 

They may not have been in Korea but

the jobs they had were very important to

support the military that did serve in

Korea. In Europe the forces were keeping

the Communists in check. In the United

States the forces were keeping our loved

ones safe. We would like to invite these

Veterans to join us. 

Blair Cross our Washington Liaison

will be working to get our National

Charter in process again. We have a new

Congress, Senate, and a new President.

Blair will need your help in contacting

your Representatives. The person working

with the last Congress didn’t have too

much luck. I am certain Blair will get a

National Charter this year. Our reputation

and creditability is at an all time high with

several government agencies and other

veterans organizations.

In the December issue of the VFW
Magazine the address of the Korean War

Veterans Association was listed wrong. I

have talked to the VFW editor and it will

be corrected in the February issue. When

a person leaves office he/she should have

the address corrected and all mail sent to

Membership person Nancy Monson or to

National Headquarters. 

I can not believe it was 50 years ago

that many of us spent Christmas as

Prisoners of War or on the front lines.

How can one forget the agony we suf-

fered. The temperature well below 20

degrees, many were bruised and beaten

and wounded from both friendly and

enemy fire. Our meal in the POW Camp

that night consisted of millet (boiled bird

seed) most did not have anything but their

hands to eat with. We rolled the millet in a

ball and pretended we were eating an

apple, at least it was hot. Later in the

Korean huts we huddled together trying to

keep from freezing. We started to sing

Christmas carols. Most of our thoughts

were on our families back home, worrying

about what must be going through their

minds not knowing what has happened to

their fathers, sons and family members.

What we didn’t realize was that we were

to spend Christmas two more times in the

hells of North Korea not knowing who

would and who would not survive. Those

on the front lines also suffered from lack

of food and the cold trying to survive

another day. Ernie Pyle once said “there

are no atheists in a fox hole.” During a lull

in the fighting at the Pusan Perimeter we

received a mail call. I was setting on the

edge of my fox hole reading a letter from

my sister. Lt. Ace Adams came by and

asked if I had any good news. I told Ace

that my sister asked me if I found God.

Ace said, “If you find him, send him up to

the 2nd platoon, we need another rifle-

man”. That night we got hit hard by the

North Koreans.” The next morning I went

into the area where the wounded and dead

were assembled. I saw Lt. Ace Adams set-

ting there with his helmet on his knee. The

helmet had a bullet hole dead center just

above the eyes. The bullet went around

the inside the helmet and came out the

same hole. I asked Ace Adams if he found

God, He replied, “I found him last night.”

No one knows the feelings of a soldier on

the front line in war, unless you have been

there.

This past year has been a busy one for

me in representing the KWVA. Starting in

January for the Dedication of the State of

Florida Korean War Memorial. My wife

and I had the honor of meeting Jeb Bush

(Brother of President Elect George W

Bush). I then went to several chapters in

Ohio swearing in Officers. Then I

returned to Mt. Dora, Florida to swear in

Officers. Went to Washington D C in

February for meetings, returned to

Arlington, VA for our Executive Council

meeting in March. During the month of

April, I went to Australia for the dedica-

Harley Coon
President, KWVA

The bullet went around the inside the
helmet and came out the same hole. I
asked Ace Adams if he found God, He
replied, “I found him last night.” No
one knows the feelings of a soldier on
the front line in war, unless you have
been there.

Harley at 49er’s football game representing all Korean War Vets for the 50th Commemoration. 

Please turn to PRESIDENT on page 10 
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Something has been added ...

...To our dues procedure!!

When your dues are paid IN FULL for the calendar 2001,

you will receive a self-adhesive sticker to attach to your mem-

bership card which you may use to verify that your dues are

paid for the year 2001. If your dues expire somewhere within

the calendar year, you will receive your sticker when your dues

are brought on to the calendar year schedule.

To determine when your dues are due, please look at the

mailing label used to mail this magazine to you. Your dues date

appears on the label on the right hand side just above your last

name.

If you are a regular member (having served in Korea), there

is an “R” in the numbers just above your first name and the fol-

lowing dues schedule applies to you:

“01 /01 /01 “ (translated this means January 1, 2001). This

means your dues are due in the amount of $20.00 for the cal-

endar year 2001. (By the same token, some are paid a year or

two in advance. This is also reflected by this date and you will

receive your yearly stickers when that year rolls around.)

If your dues are due January thru March of 2001, your dues

are $20.00 

If your dues are due April thru June of 2001, 

your dues are..............................................$15.00 

If your dues are due July thru September of 2001, 

your dues are..............................................$10.00

If your dues are due October thru December of 2001, 

your dues are ..............................................$5.00

If you were a prisoner of war, there is a “P” in the number

above your first name on the mailing label and the date on the

right-hand side is 01 /01 /01, your subscription fee in the

amount of $6.00 is past due.

If you are an associate member (those who have an “A” in

the number above their first name on the mailing label used to

mail those magazine to you) your dues are:

January thru March of 2001 ..............................$12.00 

April thru June of 2001 ........................................$9.00 

July thru September of 2001 ................................$6.00

October thru December of 2001 ..........................$3.00

It is hoped that everyone will conform their dues to the cal-

endar year basis as soon as possible.

Life membership is $150.00—regardless of age.

If your dues are due October, November or December of

2000, this will be the last issue of The Graybeards you will

receive. 

Several dues reminders have been sent to you and if you

have not responded by this time, we can only assume you are

no longer interested. Your failure to respond will result in

interruption of receipt of your magazine.

Send your dues payment to: KWVA, PO Box 10806,

Arlington, VA 22210.

Incidentally, if you move (or just head South for the winter)

always notify us of your address change at least three weeks

ahead of a move. The post office merely notifies us that you

are “AWAY” and we do not receive a forwarding address. This

costs us 50 cents each. So let us know.

Sending your mail to the wrong person, results in lengthy

delays. To expedite your mail...

� Vincent Krepps gets everything regarding The
Graybeards.
� Nancy Monson and Lynne Eldridge (Membership Office) 

get everything regarding dues, address changes, etc.

� Jerry Lake gets all chapter materials and requests to 

form new chapters.

� Thomas Gregory gets other financial matters.

� Ken Cook gets all quartermaster requests.

Addresses for all of the above are on the inside cover of this

magazine. Sending it to the Membership Office only slows

your request down as we must then forward it to the appropri-

ate person for handling.

Notice to Chapters

Please include your chapter name and ID number on all

applications and be sure to use the new membership applica-

tion with the new dues amounts. Be sure all information is

filled out on a new member application—zip code, area code,

unit of service, etc. We recently provided all chapters with

forms to help expedite dues payments. If you would like a set,

drop us a note. Your cooperation in using them will be much

appreciated. It will save us much time.

It’s important not to abbreviate—you may know what

“P’sville” is, but we don’t—we then have to take additional

time and look it up by the zip code. Another item sometimes

missing is the telephone area code.

Thanks,

Nancy Monson, Membership 

Listen Up

Executive Committee Meeting

The Mid Winter Executive Committee meeting will be held

on March 23, 24, 25, 2001 in Tuscola, IL. (Home of the Korean

War Museum and Library). The Holiday Inn will be the place

of the meeting. 

The Holiday Inn is located at Intersection of U. S. 36 and

Interstate 57. On March 24, 2001 The Meeting will start at 8:30

am- Lunch 12: noon, resume at 1:15 pm and end at 5:30 pm on

March 24, 2001. Ken Cook will make arrangements with

Holiday Inn. Each member of the Executive committee will be

reimbursed for expenses up to $ 400.00 as approved by the

membership on July 26, 2000. The agenda, room rates and

other information will follow.

Harley J. Coon, President KWVA
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From the President
An Open Message to the
Membership

I think it is time that our KWVA mem-

bership be informed on a pending matter of

more than routine importance. We have had

under consideration for some months the

matter of a pending claim by the former

financial advisor Stanley Myrda for payment

of an additional bill for services in the

amount of $16,870.00 (increased he claims

to $19,004.00 with accumulated interest.)

While some, perhaps a majority, of

Executive Board members seem to favor

payment of this bill I, as your president, I do

not. I have refused to pay the claim until Mr.

Myrda provides itemized additional infor-

mation and a description of the time and type

of services for which he seeks reimburse-

ment.  

By way of background it can explained

that Mr. Myrda was retained during the

administration of former President Nick

Pappas, to among other things, handle insur-

ance claims to recover some $250,000 in

KWVA loses from theft, fraud, or misman-

agement. In due course, a $131,000 payment

was received from the insurance company.

The company requested additional docu-

mentation for remaining claims in the

amount of about $100,000. When it did not,

over an extended period, receive that docu-

mentation from the KWVA, (Mr. Myrda) it

advised us on Sept. 3, 1998 that unless the

documentation was received within 90 days

it would close the claims file which it did at

the end of that 90 day period. By failing to

provide the information requested, Mr.

Myrda may have prevented the KWVA (See

page 14, 15 March- April 2000 Graybeards)

from receiving substantial additional insur-

ance payments. Mr. Myrda, however,

demanded and received, with Executive

Board approval, of over $80,000 in payment

for his services. Following FBI investigation,

the former treasurer John Maison was indict-

ed for his involvement in these loses. While

awaiting a trial date Maison died in an auto

accident. The charges against him became

moot and the FBI closed the case.

At the Mobile annual meeting in

September, 1999, the Executive Board and

membership terminated the services of Mr.

Myrda and I promptly so advised him a few

days later. Over the months he has, with the

support of Pappas, objected to that termina-

tion in correspondence, saying that he was

hired during the term of the past president

Pappas and could only be terminated by him.  

Upon assuming the presidency, with the

help of the secretary and treasurer, I persuad-

ed the insurance company to reopen our

claims file. It has done so and  has been wait-

ing for the submission of additional docu-

mentation of loses.  That documentation in

the form of numerous KWVA financial and

other records, however, has been in the

hands of Mr. Myrda. Despite repeated

requests he has failed or refused,  with the

support of past president Pappas, to turn over

those records so that we can go forward with

additional claims to recover KWVA losses. 

With respect to the pending bill of Mr.

Myrda, I have refused, as stated, to pay it

until I have more detailed and exact infor-

mation of the services for which he seeks

payment. If the bill is for services prior to his

termination, then I feel they are not warrant-

ed. He has already been greatly overpaid for

a period involving under or non-perform-

ance in that he did not process claims and the

insurance company closed the files. It would

be unthinkable I feel to pay Mr. Myrda for

services after he was terminated by the

Board  in Mobile.  It has been my intention,

and I repeatedly so notified Mr. Myrda, that

I would submit this matter to the Executive

Board for its decision at its next regular duly

constituted meeting later this year.  Some

Board members, perhaps a majority, seem to

feel that Mr. Myrda’s bill should be paid.  At

a recent meeting in St Louis, it was decided

by board members in attendance that Mr.

Myrda should  be paid. That meeting, how-

ever, was ruled illegal and invalid by the

Judge Advocate because of the failure to

fully comply with By-laws requirements

concerning complete and full notification.

On Dec. 21, 00 Mr. Myrda, by his attor-

neys, filed suit in a southern Illinois court for

collection of the bill he claims he is owed

and I was served with notice that an answer

was required by January 16th if default judg-

ment was to be avoided.  In the complaint,

Myrda stated that the Defendant’s Executive

Board had approved payment in October

2000. With the help of our Judge Advocate,

pending retention of an Illinois attorney, I

filed a timely Answer and Motion to Dismiss

on behalf of the KWVA defendant. I filed on

grounds, generally, that KWVA and its pres-

ident  was beyond the jurisdiction of the

court; that the plaintiff had already been

overpaid for his services before termination;

that he was not entitled to compensation for

services subsequent to his termination; that

the meeting ordering payment of the bill was

declared illegal; and that the filing of the

complaint was premature since the plaintiff

had not exhausted his recourses short of

adjudication. I asked for damages from the

plaintiff to cover legal and other costs in

defending this suit. It should be noted that the

KWVA had not yet formally refused to pay

Mr. Myrda. On the contrary we have advised

him that the matter would be considered by

the Executive Committee.  We are now

awaiting further developments in the court

suit or action by the Executive Board. 

I have provided the members of the

Executive Board with copies of this message

and have directed that the editor of the

Graybeards make available, in the same

issue this appears, equal space to any board

member, or members, or others, who may

wish to respond hereto.

Harley Coon, President

Official KWVA Notices and
Announcements

National KWVA Fund Raiser Flower Rose of Sharon
The Rose of Sharon is the National KWVA fund raising flower. The Rose of

Sharon is sold by the dozen.

� Sample order is 4 dozen @ $10 plus $3.00 S/H.

� Minimum order is 20 doz. @ $50 plus $5.00 S/H.

Order from: Earl House
1870 Yakona Rd.
Baltimore, MD 21234
Phone 410-661-8950

Make Checks payable to:  Maryland Chapter – KWVA
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The Maryland 
National Guard

By Joseph M. Balkoski

Published by the Maryland National Guard -
Library of Congress Catalog Card Number 91-
60414.

Excerpts from chapter 7 
Cold War

Final victory in World War Two

resulted in near-total demobilization of

the American war machine. Meanwhile,

the dawn of the nuclear age triggered an

acrimonious debate among senior

American Defense officials concerning

the impact of this powerful new technol-

ogy on military strategy. President Harry

S. Truman desired all military services

to unify and reorganize under a new

“National Military Establishment” (later

named the Department of Defense). The

Navy resisted such a move at first, but

the National Security Act of 1947 made

it law.

One of the most significant aspects of

the defense reorganization was the

establishment of the U. S. Air Force, a

completely separate -but equal -branch

of the Defense Department along with

the Army and Navy. Under the new sys-

tem, state military forces were divided

into separate “Army” and “Air” ele-

ments. In the new Maryland Air National

Guard, the 104th Fighter Squadron

assumed the historic lineage of the old

104th Observation Squadron. Equipped

with the old reliable F-47D Thunderbolt

fighter-bomber, the Marylanders flew

from their new airbase at Harbor Field in

Dundalk. 

Book Review

Please turn to BOOKS on page 47

231st Transp.Truck
Bn. member.
(Photo by George
Brooks) 

National VA/VS Representative Report 
By Michael Mahoney

VAVS Report

I finally a have list of all the VAVS

Representatives and Deputy’s at the

Facilities that we are serving. It took a

while, the list that I received from the VA

was not broken-down as for who was

who. So the process was to wait on the

reports from the VA Facilities then marry

the positions to the names on the list. It

took time, but now I have it on the data

base.

As for the past quarter, we are showing

good interest in the program and repre-

sentation. The hours for the period from

April thru September 2000 were 18,199

hours and the total hours for the fiscal

year where 38,431 hours. Thank you vol-

unteers and I believe the veterans that you

assist feel the same way. Keep up the

good work

Last time, I mentioned a few of you for

your outstanding contributions for the

effort brought forth in making this pro-

gram effective. I have ask the representa-

tives to send me a name so that we can

keep it up. But since this report is due

before the time that I expect any, I am

going to acknowledge someone that I

know.

He is Jimmy Rodgers of the Greene

County Chapter of Ohio. Jimmy was

severely wounded in Korea, and carries

around a few pound of metal plates.

Jimmy has been the rep. for his Chapter at

the Dayton VA Hospital since we started

this program. As of June 30, 2000, he has

5824 hours and holds Cornbread and

Bean Dinners at Dayton. The best is for

last, he donates books and magazines too.

The item that stands out is his donuts, he

has contact with a Donut Shop that gives

donuts to him for the VA. This year he has

taken to date over 9000 dozen of donuts

there, to the value of over $19,000.00.

Thank You Jimmy.

Do not forget that the semi-annual

reports that where sent to the Reps are due

in January. With the Holidays coming,

Happy Holidays ! And do not forget those

in the hospitals.

VA Report

In the past months, I have been getting

phone calls from some of the States and

Chapters about the VA. I was forwarding

them, but it now seems that I will take

care of them also.

The question was about the VA’S regu-

lation change “so than all national veter-

ans organizations, not just those with fed-

eral charter, may use office space and

other services in VA facilities throughout

this country”

At present, I am trying to work with

the DAV on this subject. When I have

some information on this, I will contact

the Departments’ Presidents.

VAVS at Work – Korean Vets Make Donation. The Korean Veterans Chapter 126 have donated a tel-
evision to the new VA clinic in East Liverpool. Shown in the picture, (from left to right) Tom Wolfe of
Wolfe Television; Don Wolfe second vice-president of Chapter 126; Terry Brown, VA hospital; and
Lloyd Nalley, president of Chapter 126.
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tion of the National Korean War

Memorial. During May, I attended the

Department of New York State

Convention, then again on to Washington

D C for the Memorial Day ceremonies. In

June I returned to South Korea for the

Commemoration of the beginning of the

Korean War. We had the Gathering and the

KWVA reunion the end of July. On August

3rd The Maryland Chapter and I had the

honor of attending and posting the colors

for the Republican National Convention.

On the 7th of August I was invited back to

Korea with a group from the 16 other

countries. During September I made sev-

eral speeches through Ohio. I attended

several Memorial ground breaking cere-

monies. During the month of October we

had Reunion a committee meeting, then I

attended the Minnesota #1 chapter for

their fall conference, Maryland Chapter

winter conference. In November I attend-

ed the New York fall conference.

November 11th I was in Washington, D C

for the Veterans Day Ceremonies. I was

asked to give a speech in Palm Beach

Florida by Goodlife TV. In early

December I attended Christmas parties at

Tri-State chapter in East Liverpool, Piqua,

Greene County Chapter and the Johnnie

Johnson Chapter in Lima, Ohio. It has

been a true honor to represent my fellow

Korean War Veterans. This 50th year I am

spending Christmas Eve here in Ohio with

my Family.

The 50th Commemoration committee

is hard at work getting ready for more

commemoration events, I first met Lt.

Col. James Fisher in St. Louis, MO at a

Gold Star Mothers Convention about 5

years ago. At that time the 50th

Commemoration Committee was just get-

ting organized. There was a big job to be

done. During this first year many of the

plans have been carried out. Many Korean

War Veterans have been honored, as they

should be. We have been working very

close with General Running and his staff.

Sometimes they need a list of Korean War

Veterans from a certain area and we will

send a rooster of that area.  

Elections:

We have the election of 4 directors that

will take office this July. I strongly urge

that you check the background of the can-

didates before voting. Dorothy Schilling

and Richard Danielson can not run for re-

election because of term limitations.

Dorothy is our finance chairperson. She is

a no  nonsense person and keeps tracks of

KWVA funds. She and National Treasurer

Thomas Gregory work well together. I

intend to keep Dorothy on the finance

committee (if she wants to) as a member

at large of K WVA. 

Nick Nishomoto will have POW’ week

in Honolulu, Hawaii April 4-11, 2001. On

April 9 we will hold at the National

Cemetery in the Punchbowl a POW’

Recognition Day Ceremony with Massing

of the Colors and wreath laying from dif-

ferent organizations. Banquet dinner will

be held at Hale Koa on Sunday April 8th.

We will tour the Arizona Memorial, USS

Missouri, and Hickam Air Base for an

educational tour of Central Identification

Laboratory, Hawaii. Also we will have a

picnic on the beach, and golf at the

Hickam Golf Course. Nick has made

plans to arrive on April 3rd, and depart on

the 10th. You may stay longer in you want.

Contact Nick at (808) 455-5088 or write

to Nick at 1813 Algacoba St., Honolulu,

HI 96826. Nick always has a great pro-

gram.  

We will be having our mid winter

Executive Council meeting in Tuscolla,

IL. The telephone number at the Holiday

Inn is(217) 253-6363. You can make room

reservations for March 23, 24, 25, 2001.

The national Korean library and museum

will be reviewed.

I have formed an awards committee to

be chaired by past president Dick Adams.

(1) One award will be KWVA member of

the year, (2) Another award will for mem-

bership recruitment, (3) Another will be a

appreciation for a Foreign Official that has

contributed to the welfare of the KWVA.

The Officers and Board members will be

excluded from receiving any of the

awards. Mail your nominations (not more

than 200 words) to National Headquarters

no later than June 15, 2001. All nomina-

tions will be forwarded to the awards

chairman. 

Till next time I remain, 

Harley

PRESIDENT from page 4

to prevent immediate reinforcement.

More waves of American troops

advanced up the slope but intense enemy

fire in the early morning hours of 19

September forced them to withdraw. A

night attack on Old Baldy on 20

September with poor results for only 5

bunkers remained intact. 

Considerable resistance encountered

in the last phase of the operation required

intense fire by all the Regt’s. weapons.

The wall of steel placed on the enemy by

artillery, mortars and tanks enabled those

still on the hill to withdraw safely to the

MLR.

The right sector was still being held.

Relief of these brave men was accom-

plished late in November as frosty weath-

er began to hit the battlefront. Finally

equipped with the latest in winter gear for

this was the third Korean winter for these

troops.

Early December passed quietly, and it

appeared that those still on the hill might

be relieved before any significant action

took place. This, however, was forgotten

when a large-scale attack was forecasted

in the T-Bone area by intelligence. The

attack materialized on 23 December, in

battalion size, accompanied by a total of

2600 rounds of incoming artillery and

mortar. Just prior to midnight, hordes of

Chinese charged up the slopes. They

engaged the Chinese in fierce hand-to-

hand fighting. A number of enemy

swarmed into some of the outpost’s

trenches.  Soon had the situation in hand

and cleared the hill, killing or capturing

all of the enemy who had reached the

position. Counted Chinese dead on the

hill numbered 117, while total enemy

casualty figures for the action were listed

as 650. Losses for the Regt. were

extremely slight. This successful stand

was the last action for the 2nd Div. in this

sector.  Elements of the 7th Division

began relieving this unit on 26 December.

(Due to space much was omitted. Those
that fought on these hills know their brav-
ery & hardships. This history came from
my 2nd I.D. History book. The units
involved were the 9th, 23rd & 38th Regts.
Other units fought bravely with many
causalities on the hills known as the “Iron
Triangle.”)

“OLD BALDY from page 3
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CROWNE PLAZA HOTELS RESORTS
Washington National Airport At Crystal City �� 1489 Jefferson Davis Highway �� Arlington, VA 22202  �� 703.416.1600  703.416.1615 (fax)

ACCOMMODATIONS

308 elegantly renovated gue-

strooms, including a well-

appointed Club Level Floor. All

rooms offer a coffee maker,

iron and full-size ironing board,

hair dryer, make-up mirror, 2-

line telephone with voice mail

& dataport, 25 “ TV with pre-

mium cable channels featuring

HBO, CNN, ESPN and

Movies-on Demand.

CLUB LEVEL

Every room features upgraded furnishings, refrigerator, welcome basket, evening turn down serv-

ice, and welcome drink in the Potomac Bar & Grille.

FEATURES

Rich colors and classic artwork with a Washingtonian flair. Featuring your favorite beverage and

an appetizing selection of sandwiches, salads and light fare, the Potomac Bar and Grille will be

the place for great fun, food and spirits in Crystal City.

The Veranda Cafe with its soft, natural colors and finishes will offer breakfast, lunch and dinner.

The Chef prepares fresh, creative regional cuisine with bountiful buffets during breakfast and the

weekday lunch hour.

The Veranda Express in a hurry, stop by! This marketplace features hot coffee, breakfast breads,

salads and sandwiches, chilled beverages and Pizza Hut® Express, Starbuck’s Coffee®,

Colombo® Frozen Yogurt

Additional features are night room service (featuring Pizza Hut™ Pizza), fitness center, outdoor

pool, gift shop, 24-hour business center and complimentary shuttle service to/from airport.

MEETING FACILITIES

8,000 sq. ft. banquet and conference facilities. Ballroom holds up to 325-theater style.

LOCATION

Located in the heart of Crystal City, near the Pentagon and Crystal City Office Towers, 1/2 mile

from the Ronald Reagon National Airport and convenient to the Crystal City Underground.

Explore many historical landmarks only moments away via the Crystal City metro Station. Just

minutes away from historic Old Town Alexandria and Fashion Centre at Pentagon City.

Korean War Veterans Association

�� 17th Annual Reunion  ��
The Reunion Co-Chairmen and Committee are pleased to

announce the site selected for our 17th Annual Reunion.

After review of several hotels, their locations, costs, etc the

reunion co-chairmen and committee members selected The

Crowne Plaza in Crystal City. The address is 1489 Jefferson

Davis Highway, Arlington, VA.  There were many reasons for

choosing this hotel but the most important one was location. It is

very near to our National Memorial in D. C., major airports,

great shopping and eateries. This and other locations were visit-

ed and we all feel you will be pleased with our selection. 

As we move forward in the upcoming weeks we will be pub-

lishing more on this location, the activities, registration forms

and many other important details. We hope you will start your

planning to join your fellow veterans and friends in July 2001 at

our 17th Annual Reunion.

Thank You.

Reunion Co-Chairmen &

Committee members.

(See page 2 listings)
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Monuments and Memories 

Korea, The Forgotten War............. remembered

Connecticut Remembers

California Remembers
The Memorial was funded and built by the chapter and

dedicated on July 27th 1996, it is placed on the front lawn of

the Veterans Memorial Hall on the main street of Sonora. The

inscription on the front of the Memorial states, “This

Missouri Remembers

This beautiful Missouri Chapter Korean War Memorial is located in Forest
Park, St. Louis. The monument is a stainless steel working sun dial and
donated by The Anheuser Busch Corp. Permanently sealed inside are the
names of those that gave their lives.
(Thank you Don Gutmann for the photo and letter. A special memorial out-

side and inside. We thank your chapter, those that remembered our war

and those that served and died  by erecting this memorial.)

The Connecticut Korea/Viet Nam War Memorial taken on a foggy day. 
(Thank you Robert Bonaiuto, Sr  for the photo. This photo came with

another item to be shown in the Graybeards. That letter may identify the

location of memorial. Robert’s name is on back which is great but a little

detail about photo on back would be a big help and also do justice to

your memorial photo.)

Korean War Memorial in Sonora, CA.

Memorial Is Dedicated To All Korean War Veterans Who

Served And Died With Courage And Conviction In A Conflict

That Produced 54,246 U. S. Casualties AND 8,177 Missing In

Action. The corner stone on the left side contain a brass

emblem of each branch of our armed forces. The corner stone

on the right lists the major battles. On the back of the

Memorial are inscribed the names of Tuolumne County veter-

ans KIA and MIA and the charter members of the chapter, and

any Korean War veterans that wished to have a name on the

memorial. The memorial is made of polished marble and is

5.5 ft high and 4 ft - 4 inches wide, and 6 ft wide with the cor-

ner stones. We are extremely proud of our Memorial in that

the chapter is a rural community with only 37 members, the

chapter was chartered March 1, 1994 and it took over two

years to raise the money to fulfill our only goal at the time to

build and dedicate the memorial, quite a achievement for a

small rural chapter. We have since developed a scholarship

fund in the name of a deceased member “The Jerry Ryder”

scholarship fund and have awarded several scholarships to

local high school students that are siblings of a Korean War

vet. For any additional information contact  Bob

Mildenberger, 21471 Phoenix Lake Rd, Sonora, CA 95370.

Tel: 209-533-4914 E-mail <sambob@goldrush.com>

(Thank you Bob for photos and letter about a very special
memorial. Sorry we are late showing them.)

The USPS will not forward Standard mail (3rd class) so please be
sure and notify The Graybeards of your new address so that you will
get your next issue or fill out USPS Form 9076 “Authorization to Hold
Mail” if you will be away from your regular mailing address for 30
days or less. For an address change, contact the KWVA, PO Box
10806, Arlington, VA 22210, Attn: Membership Chairman or call
Nancy Monson at (703) 522-9629. 

MOVING??
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Atlantic City

On November 13, 2000, the state of New Jersey dedicated a

new Korean War Veterans Memorial on the Boardwalk in

Atlantic City. This memorial is located in Brighton Park, where

Park Place meets the boardwalk, and it is estimated that over 5

million people will view it in one year. 

The cost for construction was over 8 million dollars. Bally’s

casino donated over 1 million dollars toward the Memorial with

the state, private corporations and private donations cooperating.

New Jersey’s Chapters of the Korean War Veterans Assn. have

fought for years to have a Memorial dedicated for them dis-

cussing possible sites. This site won out over many sites includ-

ing Bayonne and North Jersey and is finally a reality.

The ceremony was attended by thousands of veterans and

their families with many dignitaries in attendance. Ambassador

Hur Ri-hoon, consul General of Korea gave an inspiring thank-

ful speech to all Korean War veterans for their sacrifices and

accomplishments for Korea to survive. Governor Christine

Whitman spoke and stated “It is indeed fitting for all Americans

to honor the sacrifices of those whose blood consecrated South

Korea as a free land. As someone who has visited South Korea

Korean War Veterans Memorial on the Boardwalk in Atlantic City.

and witnessed firsthand the fruits of those sacrifices, I am proud

to salute the 54,000 Americans - including 822 from New Jersey

- who did not return home. Clearly we owe them a debt that can

never be repaid but must never be forgotten.” The Memorial

consists of bronze figures of heroic proportions, representing the

servicemen and women who fought in Korea. It also has a gran-

ite wall which is engraved with the names of 822 (POW-MIA’s)

New Jerseyians who sacrificed their lives in Korea. Four Medal

of Honors recipients are honored by embedding their images in

one of the walls with an eternal flame overhead. 

(Thanks for photos & letter. Great memorial. I have more)

Pershing Field

Color Guard at Korean War Memorial at Pershing Field. Shown left to right
are: Al Czarnecki, Art Colacino, Jaime Cabrera, Ray Mahon, Steve
Magione, and Lou Giavanni. They are honoring 65 young men from Jersey
City who never made it hone.
The Bayonne public district is also helping to raise  funds for a  new
memorial for 135 men who were killed in the Korean War from Hudson
County according to Superintendent of Schools, Patrica McGeeham.)  
(Thank you Larry Barulli for photo and letters. We are proud of all named

for your efforts to remember our war and those who served. We are espe-

cially proud of the student and those joining your efforts to build the new

memorial. Thanks to them we and those left behind are not forgotten.)

New Jersey Remembers

Members of the Cpl. Kivlehan Chapter, KWVA that attended the cere-
monies are: (1-r) Jordan Czerniawski, James Jahns, Anthony Contessa,
Pat Scarpato, Joseph Calabria, Pat DeSarlo, Bernie Hoganson, and Peter
Dodd.

Saddle Brook

On June 17, 2000

the Taejon Chapter of

New Jersey erected a

new memorial in

Saddle Brook, NJ. 

This memorial

was conceived by

Councilman Edward

Kugler and backed

by Councilman John

Cook, both members

of the chapter. The

chapter raised over

$8,000 after forming

a committee chaired

by Dr. Richard

Onerevole. 

Serving on the



Mammouth
A memorial was

recently unveiled in

Mammouth, IL and

covers WWII, Korea

and Vietnam. The

Korean War Memorial

is the one on the left

and has Veterans

names inscribed. The

Marine on the top of

the big monument is

Robert “Bobby”

Dunlap, CMH award-

ed for heroics at Iwo

Jima in WWII. 

The Memorials are

located at the Warren

County Courthouse.

Behind the large mon-

ument is another simi-

lar to the Korean War

Memorial in size and

detail. All veterans of Warren County are proud of these memo-

rials.

(Thanks James for photo and letter. Your veterans and County
must be proud of this memorial and the veterans they honor. A
KWVA salute all of you.) 
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Shown on left of the Saddle Brook memorial is John Cook and Edward
Kugler. Dr. Richard Onorevole and 3 time Purple Heart veteran George Job.
Bill McGuinness not shown.

Committee were Bill McGuinness, George Job, Edward Kugler

and John Cook. The Mayor of Saddle Brook was very supportive.

We had a very special dedication with many great speakers.

Color Guards from 4 groups were there. After the event we had a

buffet lunch for all who attended.  

(Thank you Louis Quagliero for photos and letter. We also thank
the Committee, the Veterans and State Officials for all your efforts
to remember our war and its veterans. A great looking memorial
and I am sure your chapter members are very proud of Saddle
Brook, NJ for remembering ) 

Illinois Remembers

Photos of the Chicago Illinois
Official Korean War
Monument. Located at
Kennedy Park on Chicago’s
south side, 113th & Western
Ave. Close up photo (right) of
the Globe section shows
Korea.

Chicago (Kennedy Park)

James Stewart, Korea 1952-53 Co. B and D,
32nd Inf. Regt., 7th Inf. Div poses
besideMammouth, IL memorials.

Department of Ohio 
Korean War Veterans Association

Annual Reunion

WHEN: APRIL 27th - 29th, 2001

WHERE: Radisson Hotel, Cincinnati, 11320 Chester

Road, Cincinnati, OH. Tel: (513)-772-1720. Room Rates:

$69.00 + 12% taxes.  Call Radisson Hotel @ (800) 333-333

Name ____________________________________________

Spouse __________________________________________

Address __________________________________________

City ______________________St ____Zip ____________

No. Persons ______  for Registration & Banquet  x  $30.00

Per Person  =  Total Inclosed.  $_________

� Executive  Meeting  Saturday 9:30 am  

� Membership Meeting Saturday 1:00 pm

� Shopping  or sight seeing for wives and  guest.. 

Mail form to: Roy F. Miller, 6115 Rose St., Cincinnati, OH

45227-2401. For more information call Roy F. Miller, (513)

272-3451 

Paid for by Department of Ohio
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At right is the

Korean War Memorial

in St. Joseph, MI at

Look-out Park. The

memorial stands 6 feet

8 inches tall by 3.5 feet

wide and overlooks

Lake Michigan. 

Marvin Showalter

stated in his letter that

he helped in getting

this memorial erected.

He wrote the poem

below from his bed in

Yokohama Hospital

155th in December

1950. It was the first

and only poem he ever

wrote. 

HELL ON EARTH

by Marvin B. Showalter

B Btry. 49th FA Bn, 7th I. D.

Just below the Manchurian
Border, Korea is the spot. 
Where we soldiers are doomed to spend our time, in the land that God for-
got.
Down with the snakes and lizards, down where a man gets blue, right in
the middle of nowhere, and a million miles from you.
We sweat, we freeze, and we shiver, its more than any man can stand, we
aren’t supposed to be convicts, but defenders of our land.
When we return to good ole USA, St. Peter will surely yell, they are 
soldiers from Korea (Frozen Chosin), they’ve spent their hitch in hell.
(Thank you Marvin for photo, letter and poem. Great job.) 

Michigan Remembers

We have a beautiful.

Korean Memorial here in

Sandusky, OH at the

County Court House, the

county seat of Fairmont,

OH. 

The tall center of the

memorial is dedicated to

the KIA’s of WWII. The

right side is dedicated to

the Vietnam KIA’s.   

Ohio Remembers

(Thank you Jim Rusher for photos and letter. A great memorial
and we would be proud to show the full view in a future issue.) 

KWVA Members and Friends

Visit the KWVA web site at: HTTP://www.kwva.org

Sherman Pratt KWVA National Judge Advocate, WWII and

Korean War Veteran gave $2,500 KWVA National check to

an official of The WWII Memorial Committee in Washington,

DC. 

National President Harley Coon, Vincent Krepps Graybeards

Editor, Jack Cloman, KWVA Reunion Co-Chairman, Elliott

Sortillo President ExpPOW Assn. also attended.

KWVA supports WWII
Memorial in Washington

Graybeards Copies

The requests for extra The Graybeards to support printing of

same was such a sucess, we will offer extra copies for every issue

on a first-come first-serve basis. For future issues, if you wish to

make sure your orders are filled, I must have advanced payment. 

The Graybeards is a great tool for the chapters in New

Membership and Tell America Programs. We request minimum

orders of 5 at $1 donation per copy plus $3.95 postage. 

We can send up to 7 copies for $3.95 postage. For orders above

7 copies or future issues, additional costs for postage is $3.95 for

each increment of 7 plus $1 per copy.

Example: if you wish to order a full year (7 copies each of 6

issues) then a check for $65.70 and your request is

needed.—Editor.
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WW
e now had the post-op cases

lying in more or less orderly

rows on the hillsides all around

the hospital. Some were on stretchers, most

on the ground. Ward corpsmen walked

along the rows checking dressings, mark-

ing the wounded for evacuation by truck,

jeep, helicopter, or for holding for a doctor

to recheck before evacuation. It was hot,

lying there in the sun, and we had to be

sure the wounded weren’t getting dehy-

drated. I asked WOHC George de Preaux

to send a couple of our security Marines

around with jerry cans of water.

Commander Ayres sent up a crew of

Marines from Able Med to put up five 16 x

32 squad tents to use as post-op recovery

wards. I could hear them laughing and talk-

ing and had the urge to run out there and

ask them what was so damn funny and did-

n’t they know there was a war on and

would they kindly knock off the noise.

Fortunately I recognized that I was getting

irrational in my fatigue and that those

gyrenes had every right to be happy. Most

if not all of them had been up on the lines

themselves, I was sure, and had earned

their right to a rear-echelon job.

I squeezed my eyes shut for a moment,

clenched my jaws, and kept on cutting. A

couple of hours later I was mighty glad that

I’d controlled my temper because one of

those Marines came to the flap of the Minor

tent and said, “Sir, we got the tents up and

we rolled up the sides and laid out the

stretcher racks and is there anythin’ else we

kin do for ya while we’re up here?”

We emptied out our old wards to take

the newly operated cases. And Ayres, God

bless him, sent two six-by trucks up from

Able and took twenty-five walking wound-

ed back to have their debridements done

there. I wished I could’ve seen the looks of

horror on the faces of the internists, pedia-

tricians and other nonsurgical types when

they were called out of their snug bunks to

do surgery!

We were all beginning to show heavy

dark circles under our bloodshot eyes.

Small drops of tears trickled from the inner

comers. The supply of surgical caps ran out

so we tied masks onto our foreheads to

keep loose hairs and sweat from dripping

into the open wounds. Some of the corps-

men wore their green fatigue hats back-

wards like a baseball catcher’s.

It was steamy hot in those tents and

most of us had taken off our fatigue jackets.

One of the corpsmen who was just moving

patients around had taken off his pants, too.

I stopped him dead with, “Three demerits

for being out of uniform, mac!” Startled, he

almost came to attention and then saw the

laughter on my face.

A visitor would have thought it a ludi-

crous sight to see doctors and corpsmen

running around the tents in combat boots,

white skivvy shirts, green fatigue pants, and

two masks tied to the front of their heads.

Nobody was laughing.

Those laughing the least were the doc-

tors and corpsmen in the main operating

tent. Their’s was the toughest job of all. It

was here that life or death operations were

performed. It was here that legs were saved

or sawed off. Bellies were opened to stem

the flow of blood and liquid feces.

Shattered kidneys and spleens were

removed. Livers were sutured. Chest

drainage tubes were inserted. And through

it all, the principles of good surgery had to

be observed.

Even when sweat pours down your face

and stings your eyes. Even when your

hands tremble with fatigue. Even when

your brain is numb from sleeplessness.

About 1000 on Sunday the 17th, thirty-

six hours since the first copters arrived and

fifty-two hours since anyone had slept, I

took my turn as first assistant in the Major

tent. I worked with Bill Ogle. We made a

good team.

Bill was a good surgeon and I’d done

enough surgery to be a good assistant.

Doctors who don’t ever do surgery make

very poor assistants: they don’t know what

the surgeon is going to do next. A good

assistant anticipates the surgeon’s next

move, keeps him out of trouble when his

intense concentration causes him to over-

look the proximity of another organ, antic-

ipates the use of special sutures or instru-

ments. The assistant must be all things to

all surgeons and, most importantly, must

keep his hands out of the way yet always

have them in the right place!

Dr. Sam Dougherty sat in the center of

the OR tent between the head ends of two

operating tables. With his left hand he was

giving a general anesthetic to a patient on

one table where Dr. Frank Spencer was

working. With his right hand he arranged

the medicines and instruments for the

induction of the next patient on the other

table. Sam was preoccupied, concentrating

intensely, his mind working on two entirely

separate problems at the same time.

Two corpsmen brought in our next

patient and lifted him gently off the stretch-

er onto the table. His battle fatigues had

been replaced by dark blue pajama-like

pants. His torso was pale white, contrasting

with the deep tan of his face and hands —

a farmer’s tan, my Dad would’ve called it.

He was about nineteen, strong of face and

body.

He had two small defects: a tiny hole in

his abdomen just below the ribs on the right

where a bullet had gone in, a slightly larger

TheThe

BattleBattle

forfor

BunkerBunker

HillHill
As seen frAs seen from Easy Medom Easy Med

By Birney Dibble M.D. 

PPaarrtt  IIII: Continued from the November-
December, 2000 issue of The Graybeards.
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hole in his left flank where the bullet had

come out. His eyes were slightly glazed

from the pain, his cheek muscles bulging

from jaws set hard. His respirations were

quick and shallow as the rapidly develop-

ing peritonitis splinted his belly and

diaphragmatic muscles. I hated to think

what it looked like between those bullet

holes. He groaned a little as he was eased

onto the table. “Easy, buddy,” a corpsman

cautioned, “we just about got ‘er.”

“The IV’s run sub-q, Joe,” Dr.

Dougherty said. “Better start another one.”

“Aye, aye, sir.” He straightened out the

patient’s right arm and tied a rubber tubing

tightly around the upper forearm to fill out

the veins below it. “He had any atropine

yet, Joe?” asked Dr. Dougherty. “No, sir,

just the MS” —morphine sulfate — “about

an hour ago.” “Better give him 1 / 120th

when you get the IV going.” “Aye, aye, sir.”

Deftly the corpsman pulled the vein taut

with the fingers of his left hand, inserted a

long needle into it, then threaded the needle

up to the hub. He reached up and pulled out

the loop on the rubber tourniquet. The

blood flow in the needle adapter reversed

and the saline ran in a steady stream.

Another corpsman punctured the rubber

adapter and injected the carefully measured

dose of atropine.

During this maneuver, Dr. Dougherty

had kept his left hand mechanically squeez-

ing the bag on the anesthesia machine sup-

plying Spencer’s patient with oxygen and

gases. He now nodded to me to take over

the bag. He turned his full attention to the

Marine waiting to have his belly opened.

He picked up a large syringe filled with yel-

low sodium pentothal and anectine (suc-

cinyl choline chloride) and injected about

half of it into the IV tubing where the

atropine had just been given.

Watching the boy’s face carefully, he

saw the muscles go slack and then begin to

twitch faintly. Soon most of the heavy mus-

cles of the body were twitching also. When

they too relaxed, Sam positioned himself at

the patient’s head, inserted the laryngo-

scope deep into the throat, lifted up the

epiglottis with the curved tip of the scope,

reached blindly for his instrument table

with his right hand, found the endotracheal

tube and slipped it through the vocal chords

into the trachea.

Continued on page 60 

BBuunnkkeerr  HHiillll  by Frank Praytor, 
Combat Correspondent,  1st Marine Div.

After sundown on Sept. 2,
1952 on Bunker Hill, Navy
Corpsman and a Marine rig
up a plasma unit to a
wounded man during a mor-
tar barrage. Seconds after I
took this photo, a Chinese
82mm mortar round landed
3-4 feet from where I was
kneeling. It was a dud! This
was my second trip to
“Bunker.” Mt first was in
mid August when the hill
was taken.

Sept 1 or 2, 1952:
Corpsman tending to a
Marine who took mor-
tar fragments in his
arm and hand.

Marines on Bunker Hill –
Day Shift

Marines on Bunker Hill –
Night Shift

(Thank you frank for
the great photos. If you
see yourself and want
to contact Frank, his
address is: Frank
Praytor, P.O. Box
91975, Albuquerque,
NM 87199-1975)
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To Fellow Korean War Veterans:

As we move into the year 2001 it is

with great anticipation that I look for a

great year for the Korean War Veterans

Association. The Commemorative

Committee has plans to continue remem-

bering the 50th Anniversary of the Korean

War. I urge each of you to try to attend as

many of the special events as possible. 

I feel it is also important to be involved

in your Chapter. I realize that all of us are

at an age where we do not always feel like

being active, however your participation is

the only way our war can keep from being

the Forgotten War. Let’s help the

Commemorative Committee keep us in

the public eye by showing unity in our

ranks and help the KWVA to be the best

organization of all Veterans groups.

By the time you get this message I will

already be involved in having our Charter

request reintroduced to the 107th

Congress. I have all the confidence in the

world we will be successful this time, as a

lot of our stumbling blocks have been

replaced. Lamar Smith is no longer the

Chairman of the Committee that has been

refusing to budge on the Moratorium hold-

ing up Federal Charters. However, I can-

not do this alone and I again urge each of

you to make sure your representative in

Congress supports our Bill by contacting

Congressman Hoyer and become a co-

sponsor.

The November-December Graybeards
listed the members that are co-sponsors. If

your Representative is not listed you need

to urge him on. Remember, it may not be

of a great value to us however, as I stated

before, we still have troops in Korea and

God knows what may happen in the future

that they may need representation in

Washington.

Blair Cross, National Director for D.C. Affairs
D.C. Affairs

By the time you get this message I will
already be involved in having our
Charter request reintroduced to the
107th Congress.

REVISIT KOREA PROGRAM 

Sponsored by KVA Korea
May 14-19 and Nov. 2001 Revisit Korea

program quotas for 2001 remain open for

a few Korean War Veterans and Families.

Please reserve early and request applica-

tion to: Tom Jin, Official Travel Agent to

KVA Midwest, Western and Southern

Region. For Information Call 847-883-

8348 or Fax 847-883-8349.

Students Request Help
I am a teacher in Missouri, and my stu-

dents are working on a project for the

Truman Library in Independence,

Missouri. We are collecting copies of  let-

ters to and from participants in the Korean

War. We are going to make a  video docu-

mentary of the students reading the letters.

The video will also  include still footage

and music from the era. We will compile

all of our  information in a book that will

be on display at the Truman Library. Can

you help us locate letters or locate people

that can help us? Any  information that you

can give us would be very appreciated.

Beth McCrary, Blue Springs High

School bmccrary@bssd.net



KOREA THE FORGOTTEN VICTORY...
KOREAN WAR 50TH ANNIVERSARYKOREAN WAR 50TH ANNIVERSARY

Basic $15.95

Milspec $17.95

100% Cotton $19.95

Our Best $24.95

SINGLE EGGS ADD

$7.95
DOUBLE EGGS

$9.95

All Regiments

Now Available

All Tank & Artillery

Hats Now Available



STYLE A STYLE B

STYLE A
SHIP SILHOUETTE

HATS...
$15.95-$29.95

STYLE B
SHIP HATS WITH

THEATRE RIBBONS
$29.95

ARMY BRANCHES
OF SERVICE

$15.95
( W/ WOOL SERGE

HATS $24.95)

ALL PLANES
KOREAN ERA
AVAILABLE

SINGLE EGGS ADD
$7.95

DOUBLE EGGS ADD
$9.95

Basic $15.95
Milspec $17.95

100% Cotton $19.95
Our Best $24.95

NEW! NAVY SHIPS & TASK FORCES!
CLASSIC WARBIRDS OF KOREA

ALL KOREA ERA PLANES AVAILABLE

NEW! NAVY SHIPS & TASK FORCES!
CLASSIC WARBIRDS OF KOREA

ALL KOREA ERA PLANES AVAILABLE

SINGLE EGGS ADD
$7.95

DOUBLE EGGS ADD
$9.95

ALL PLANES
KOREAN ERA
AVAILABLE



ALL AVAILABLEUNITS

COMBAT LICENSE FRAMES . . . $9.95

Basic Frame Includes: KWSR Decal, 1 Key Year,

Large unit, Unit crest

CUSTOMIZING: Add $4.95 each Small unit, 

Tour, Cities, Snips 

$4.95. . . Crests, Medals, Jump Wings,CMB (each)

$5.95. . . CIB, Pilot Wings (each) 

Military Matters
Department PC-105

1304 Portland Avenue
Rochester, NY 14621

716 - 544 - 1610
(Fax) 716 - 544 - 1751 

M-F 10 AM -5 PM
www.militarymatters.com

KOREA COMBAT T-SHIRTS . . . $14.95
1st Cav, 2nd, 3rd, 7th, 24th, 25th,
40th & 45th INF DIV, 1st MAR DIV, 
187th RCT, 8th ARMY, 5th Air FORCE,
5th RCT and U.S. Navy(SHIRTS AVAILABLE

IN GREY ONLY)

Combat Unit Hats. . .Wool Serge $24.95
All Cotton $19.95. . .Milspec $17.95
Basic Polycotton $15.95. . .Ships $29.95

90 PAGE COLOR CATALOG $3.95

PLEASE
DON’T FORGET 
POSTAGE AND 

HANDLING
Add $5.95 one item

and $1.00 each
additional item

WE DID NOT FORGET

KWSR
FRONT
PLATES

$9.95

1ST CAV, 2ND, 3RD, 7TH,
24TH,25TH, 

40TH & 45TH INF. DIV.,
5TH & 187TH RCTALSO 1ST MARINE DIV. 8THARMY &5TH AIR FORCEUSN

DIV.-$9.95    REG.-$19.95

T - SHIRTS $14.95     ADD $3.00 XL

HATS

$15.95

ALSO

5TH AIR FORCE

AND

8TH ARMY

All Hats

$15.95-24.95

Add $7.95

Scrambled Eggs

GI MUG -  ALUMINUM STYLE CANTEEN CUP WITH 
DIVISION, UNIT,OR REGIMENTAL CREST   $9.95-$19.95

All NNew

The CChosin
Few !!
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A well deserved award

At Veteran’s

Memorial Hall in

Columbus, Ohio on

November 9, 2000

Joel C. Davis was

inducted into the

Ohio Veteran’s Hall

of Fame, Class of

2000 by Governor

Robert Taft. The Hall

of Fame was estab-

lished in 1992 by then

Governor George

Voinovich to honor

honorably discharged

military veterans, not

for valor in line of duty but instead the hall recognizes people who

made significant contributions to their state and their communities.

May 23, 2001 there will be a Class Enshrinement at the Ohio

Veterans Home in Sandusky, Ohio where a bronze plaque with

names of inductees will be hung. Davis is a Charter member of the

National Korean War Veterans and Ohio Chapter later transferring

to the newly organized Northwest Ohio Chapter. There he is a past

president and now serving as treasurer. While in Korea he served

with the 772nd MP Bn.

A wife never forgot

I am the widow of Robert L. Onstott who was a medic with the

5th Regimental Combat Team in Korea. This is a picture of him

along with the flag presented to me. The medals are his, I received

them on Veteran’s Day. 

Robert’s Widow

Joann Onstott

Wall-hanging: 

Depicting the serv-

ice of the 51st Signal

Battalion Corp in

Korea. It was presented

to me by Clarence

(Woozie) Wagoner after

the second 51st Bn.

Reunion held in

Wapakonete, Ohio. I

met Clarence Wagoner

August 17, 1951, when

I was assigned to the 1st

Republic of Korea Inf.

Div. Clarence Wagoner

was the first friend I

made in Korea. 

The wall-hanging

was hand stitched by his

step-daughter. Also enclosed is a page from the Fort Ord Panorana.

It is what I would call of “great interest.” The Pvt. who wrote the

letter is Earl Roberts. Earl is alive and well in Eureka, CA. David

A. Bradburn, P.O. Box 1, Willow Creek, CA 95573.

Former trainee writes from Korea

“Tell that Sarg he isn’t the bad Guy we thought he was at Ord”   

(The following letter from Pvt. Earl Roberts, recently a trainee in
Co. B of the 63rd Inf. at Fort Ord, received here last week is print-
ed-as a matter of general interest to Post Personnel —Ed..)
June 4, 1951

38th Parallel

Dear Sarge:

Here I am sitting in Korea. Some of the old Company B boys

and I were talking about the old times we had back at Basic. I did-

n’t realize it then, but now I know that some of the happiest days of

my army career was spent in the Fifth Platoon. There are only two

of us still together, and we are going to be split when we go up to

our .companies. He is going to D Company, I believe, and I am

going to Heavy Mortars. Harry Vowinkle is the one I am still with.

Rochback from the sixth platoon, and Sam Lewis, from the third

platoon, are going in my company. 

It took me 23 days to get here since we went by way of’ Guam,

then to Camp Drake in Japan, then to Inchon. For the last week we

have been with Headquarters Co., of the Fifth Cav. Regt. We have

just been sitting around and waiting with the artillery banging night

and day.

If some of your boys are bitching about the hard going, just tell

them, from one who knows, that no matter how hard it gets or

seems, someday they will be glad they got the knowledge and

endurance to face combat with some self-confidence. And when

they bitch because it is too hot or too cold, remind them that in

Korea, every day is bivouac. It is either very hot or very wet, and

while they can return to nice warm barracks and their bunks, we

Letters

Col. Christine M. Cook, Joel C. Davis and
Governor Bob Taft of Ohio.

In memory of Robert L. Onstott, 5th Regimental Combat Team 

Wall hanging Depicting the service of the 51st
Signal Battalion Corp in Korea.
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sleep on the hard ground and fight mosquitoes all night and try to

sleep through artillery barrages. We are lucky that we don’t sleep in

foxholes, but the chinks save no artillery and very few mortars, so

we haven’t been bothered. I never thought I would be in Korea so

soon and maybe the present cycle don’t think so neither; but I’m

here and I find that the baloney we learned in basic comes in handy.

I didn’t realize that the job of cadre was so important in developing

a soldier. I know it now and appreciate the work of you and the rest

of the cadre and instructors. I have no, doubt that all the boys you

helped train will be good soldiers, wherever they may be, and I

hope your present boys will be as good. Maybe someday I’ll see

Fort Ord again. I thought, when I left, good riddance and I hoped I

would never see that hole again. But now I would like to just go

back and watch the boys train in the best training camp in the

United States, and listen to the boys bitch about this and that and

secretly cuss the platoon sergeants, as I used to do.

I am not complaining about present conditions, but I’m just real-

izing that Fort Ord was not a bad place to be at all; and after the

boys leave their soldiers club, service club, movies and PX, they

too will appreciate all those things. There may have been a few

times I goofed off, but those times are gone. There is no such thing

as an eight ball on the front lines, or not for long.

I just want you to know that you’re not the toughest sarge in the

Army and all the boys I’ve seen will say the same thing- -that

Sergeant Totea is not the bad guy that we thought he was in those

days that seem so long ago. Tell your boys not to mess up; I’ll need

some good men to replace us five months and several days from

now.  

Your grateful pupil.

Pvt. Earl Roberts.

A boy grew into a man

I joined the army in 1947 when I was 16 yrs old (I lied said I

was 18). I had basic training at Ft. Jackson S.C. In 1948 I went to

Korea, 410th Engs. at Ascom City. It was good duty, I would get

up, go to work, come back to the barracks at 4 pm, shower and then

go to the E.M club (loved it). 

In June 1949, we were pulled out of Korea, went to Japan.

That’s when I joined the 25th Inf. Div. at Osaka, Japan. I was put

in the 65th Engn. Combat Bat., C. Co. We trained every day. My

outfit was on our way back to Osaka from Mt. Fuji when the

Korean War broke out on June 25, 1950. We stopped at Kobe to get

ammo and supplies. My time was up and I thought I was coming

home, but Truman stopped that. We sailed to Korea on July 2nd.

When we got to Korea (Pusan) my platoon was ordered up to

Yondok on the east coast to clear a mine field. We came under a lot

of small arm fire. Lt. Wyman told us to get out of the truck because

it had about a ton of mines and explosive on it. We got in a rice

patty. Lt. Wyman told me to get in the truck and get it out of there.

I got in and started the truck. I put it in reverse, pulled the throttle

out and laid on the running board and backed out of line of fire. I

could see bullets hitting in the rice field. The truck was hit 42 times.

I felt something splash on me, later when I got back around a curve

I stopped to check myself. I was ok, a shell hit the right front fend-

er and ricocheted and hit the fire extinguisher and blew it in half.

There were two holes in the back of the seat where I would have

been sitting. It looked like it was 50 cal. bullets. Lt. Wyman told me

he was putting in for me a medal, but I never got it. 

After that we moved to Masan on the southwest coast on the

Naktong River, then up to Tague. All over the (Pusan perimeter)

until the Marines landed at Inchon. Then we went north all the way

up to Unsan. By then it was November and cold, about 40 degrees

below 0. On November 27 we were overran by the CCF. Cpl

Bobby Arnet and I were dug in on the right flank. Around 2 a.m. all

hell broke loose. The CCF ran through our lines, we were out num-

bered by 50 to 1. I heard our C.O. yell to get out every man for him-

self. We lost about half of our Co. Lt. Camron , our C.O. was miss-

ing in action. 

We went south up mountains and down mountains until the next

day and night. Trying to reorganize my squad, what was left. We

were moving along a road until a mortar hit and blew me back.

Then I heard someone yell I’m hit. It was Sgt. Wilson. He was hit

in the stomach. I was working on him when I heard a G.I. It was

Sgt. Thisle. he was hit in the leg above the knee. Another guy was

helping me, we finally got the blood stopped. We put them on a

tank. I had Sgt. Wilson in my arms sitting on the tank. There was a

fire fight south of us but we went through. I could hear bullets hit-

ting the tank. I didn’t get a scratch. 

The next morning, I was sitting beside the road when a Lt. came

by. He said “soldier are you ok?” I said “yes sir”. He ask me what

was all the blood on me. I told him it was from Sgt. Wilson and Sgt.

Thisle. I told him they were wounded last night and we sent them

south. 

For the next two months we fought rear action. Going south, we

lost ground all the way back to Chono, about 100 miles south of

Seoul. By March 1951, we went north again crossing the Han.

River up to Seoul . The second time I made it up to Munsan near

the 38th parallel. When I got hit in the left forearm, I was shipped

to Walter Reed Hospital, then to Ft. Belvoir VA. for discharge. I

went to DC to the bus station and checked my bags. I had a few

hours to kill so I went to a bar. I ordered a beer and the bartender

asked for ID. I was only 20 yrs old. I was old enough to fight and

vote, but not old enough to have a beer. 

I always wondered whatever happened to Sgt. Wildon and Sgt

Thisle and all my other buddies. I’m 70 yrs old now and still won-

der about them. 

Ex Sgt Robert L. McKinney 

Rt 1 Box 2

Matoaka, WV 24736

Help us to remember them

Dear Friends of the Korean War Veterans.

My name is John Quinn. I’ve been a New Yorker all my life, and

that’s more than 67 years. Over 45 of them have been spent in New

Hyde Park, where my wife Lucille and I raised our five children.

For part of 730 days of my life, I was known as Corporal John

J. Quinn, US 51167474, of the U.S. Army. I was only 19 when I

was called to serve my country in the Korean War, but I had to

grow up fast. I quickly learned the skills I needed to defend my

country, including survival tactics and the kind of teamwork that

lives depend on.



In those years, I was sometimes scared, always proud, and

learned lessons about life that I would remember forever.

Unfortunately, not all my friends were as lucky as I was. Several of

my buddies, some in the pictures I’ve attached to this letter, lost

their lives, like so many young men in the Korean War.

Although I went on to build a business, and carry on with life, I

never forgot my experiences. Now that I’m retired, and my children

are all grown, I’ve come to realize how important it is that we

remember the lessons we learned, including the horrors of war.

Now spend my time visiting schools, sharing my experiences with

young people, with the hope that they’ll be able to prevent future

wars, or at least understand how vital it is to fight for the things that

are truly important to us.

I also want to make sure that all those who fought and lost their

lives are remembered and honored. As war becomes just a part of

history, so many stories will go untold. That’s why I’m also work-

ing on a project with a group of vets to erect a Korean War

Monument in Eisenhower Park. So far we’ve raised over $14,000,

but we need more than $60,000 to accomplish our goal.

Maybe you served once too, or one of your relatives did. Even

if you have no personal connection with the Korean War, I urge you

to consider making a generous donation to this cause. Look again

at the pictures I’ve enclosed. Any one of those young men could be

a son, father, brother, husband, cousin, or uncle - wouldn’t you want

to make sure that they had not died serving their country, only to

have their supreme gift forgotten by future generations.

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter. If you can make

a donation, simply send your check to the following. Any amount

is greatly appreciated.

Sincerely, 

John J. Quinn

President & Monument Chairman

PO Box 1332

North Massapequa, NY 11758

The Navy Museum in D.C.

The Navy Museum opens Korea 1950-53: The Navy in the

Forgotten War to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the conflict

in Korea. It is the first and only comprehensive exhibit on the

Korean War at a national museum. The exhibit occupies a new

space in the former David Taylor model basin, which is adjacent to

the main Navy Museum building on the historic Washington Navy

Yard.

The Navy in the Forgotten War explores the complicated histo-

ry of the Korean War. Beginning with extensive topographical and

chronological information, the exhibition grounds the visitor in the

heated political atmosphere that led to U.S. and United Nations

involvement in the war.

The exhibit then tells the story of the US Navy’s role in Korea

from 1950-53 through various themes, including amphibious oper-

ations, naval aviation, minesweeping, medical support, and

armistice negotiations. The nation’s only fully-restored thirty-six

foot Landing Craft Vehicle Personnel (LCVP) dominates.  Visitors

are able to peer inside and imagine what it might have been like to

land at Inchon in such a boat. A piece of Inchon’s rocky seawall is

on display near the LCVP. A wooden whale boat, like that used by

destroyer Douglas H. Fox to weaken North Korean commerce, rep-

resents early Navy special operation tactics. A large collection of

photographs held by the Naval Historical Center augments the

exhibit’s rich textual framework, while videos on amphibious oper-

ations, Navy medicine, and naval aviation provide moving images

of the war.

This exhibit is free and open to the public. Images and further

historical information are available upon request. The former David

Taylor Model Basin is located in building 70 on the waterfront,

adjacent to the main Navy Museum building, in the Washington

Navy Yard at 901 M Street, Southeast. For more information,

please call 202-433-6897 or e-mail <nhfwny@msn.com>.
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Korean War Veterans – some died, some didn’t – don’t forget  them.

Memorial Photos Needed
If we have not shown your memorial (whatever size) in the last

2 years please send in a photo. We will accept photos with vet-

erans near the memorial if you will identify the memorial and

the veterans. 

Send us the best photo that does your memorial justice.

Describe you memorial in detail and give us the location. I will

also send that photo on to our webmaster to place on our

KWVA web page. 

Please do not send photos you want returned and please no

newspaper clippings. —Editor
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All applicants are reminded to get their applications in prior to

1 May 2001. Applications received after 1 May will not be

included in the grading process for this year.

The Board of Directors of the KWVEGC would like to wel-

come Major Kenneth K. Sheldon, USA (ret) as the newest

Member of our Team. Welcome aboard Ken! Major Sheldon

replaces Colonel Robert A. Henderson, DrE., USMC (ret) who

has accepted a position with the Division of International Special

Education and Services as Executive Secretary. Ken will serve on

the Selection Committee, Chaired by Col. Bob Kies. USA (ret).

If you would like to be a contributor to the KWVEGC in 2001,

please fill out the form and return it to LTC Hansel C. Hall, USAF

(ret), Treasurer & CFO, Box 14648, University Station,

Minneapolis, MN 55414.

� Yes, I am supporting the Korean War Veterans

Educational Grant Corporation with a tax-deductible check made

payable to the KWVEGC.

The amount of my donation is:

� Sponsor $10.00 to $49.00 

� Supporting Sponsor $50.00 to $99.00

� Associate Sponsor $100.00 to $499.00

� Patron Sponsor $500.00 to $999.00 

� Special Sponsor $1,000.00 or more

� Memorial $_____________

* All donations will be acknowledged twice a year in The Graybeards magazine.

Our new address on the Internet is <snr.osu.edu/KWVEGC.html>
Note the change and “bookmark” it on your computer.

Was your Chapter or name listed below as a sponsor for
education in the year 2000?

(The following is a year end list of donors to the KWVEGC for
the year 2000. Those names listed in dark print are donations
since July of 2000)

Chapters Departments, Corporate Sponsors and 

Separate Foundations:

Sponsors ($10.00 to $49.99)
Central Massachusetts Chap, KWVA

Supporting Sponsors ($50.00 to $99.99)
Lester Hammond Chapter, KWVA Green County Chapter, KWVA
Eastern Oklahoma Chapter, KWVA

Associate Sponsor ($100.00 to $499.99)
Central Ohio Chapter, KWVA South Jersey Chapter, KWVA
Santa Clara County Chapter, KWVA MN Chapter #1, KWVA
Mahoning Valley Chapter, KWVA

Patron Sponsors ($500 to $999.99)

Special Sponsors ($1,000.00 or more)
Good Life TV Network (Honorarium for President Harley J. Coon)

Individual donations:

Honorary Sponsors (to $9.99)
Ms. Jules Kurtz

Sponsors ($10.00 to $49.99)
Mr. James “Jim” Eiden Maj. Curley B. Knepp, USA (ret)

Mr. & Mrs. Harold Prummel Mr. Fred Boelsche

Donald L. Parrott Mr. Melvin J. Behnem

Capt James E Williams, USN (ret) Dr. Donald G. Baker, PHD

Col. Warren Wiedhahn , LTC Sherman W. Pratt, USA (ret)
USMC (ret), Revisit Chairman Judge Advocate

CDR Charles F. Cole, USNR (ret) Junifer Hall, Esquire

Richard W. Danielson, Director Ralph E. & Edith J. Anderson

Col. Robert A. Henderson, USMC (ret)

Supporting Sponsor ($50.00 to $99.99)
Mr. R.E Murphy M/Sgt. Wm. Brosious, USA (ret)

M/Sgt Clyde D. Beaty, USMC (ret) Mr. George B. Pakkala

Mr. Bernard Abramowitz Mr. Milby D. Sexton

Mr. John Thatcher Maj. Gordon R. Beem, USAF (ret)

Mr. Robert D. Rutter (Mass.) Gen. Ray Davis, USMC (ret)

MOH, Honorary President Col. G. S. Chirigotis, USAF (ret)

Gladys C. Tolbert

Associate Sponsor ($100.00 to $499.99)
Mr. & Mrs. Maurice R. Wainwright Dick Adams, Director 

Mr. Charles A. Gray Mr. Thomas G. Chilcott

Mr. Fred F. Boehle Mr. Kenneth E. Page

Mr. Franklin R. Joseph 1Lt. William H. Van Ort, USA (ret)

LTC Arnold Feinberg Dr. Sidney Esensten

LTC Hansel C Hall, USAF (ret) Mr. Charles Gray

Mr. Dallas W. Mosman, Sr Col. Robert H. Kies, USA (ret)

Col. Hector P. Gutierrez, USA (ret) MD

Patron Sponsor ($500.00 to $999.99)
Col. Frank R. Griepp, USA (ret)

Robert & Suzanne Browne

Col. Edward L. Magill, USA (ret), 
1st Vice President

Special Sponsors ($1,000.00 or more)

Memorials:

To commemorate a specific person or a special event
In Memory of Col. Lloyd L. “Scooter” Burke, Director 
(Mr. & Mrs. Maurice R. “Dick” Wainwright)

The generous support by the veteran community is a commit-

ment to the education of our descendants. Although we are unable

to list everyone by name, the Board of Directors is deeply grate-

ful to all donors who gave up their resources for education.

“....for the Children of our Sacrifice ....

Korean War Veterans 
Educational Grant Corporation

By Dick Adams, KWVA Representative 
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Report

National Membership/Chapter Formation Committee
By Jerry Lake Chairman

The chapters formed and or being formed during this period

are as follows:

Chapter # Location Organizer
99 * Tingley, IA Sam Naomi
176 Redwood, CA W.O’Donnell
177 Wagoner, OK Sammy Nodine
178 York, PA Eugene Miller
179 Chula Vista, CA James Wheland
180 Leesville, LA Tag Jensen 
181*  Kansas City, KS John DeLap
182 Cosocton, OH Ivon Loos
183* Omaha, NE Sam Naomi
184 Santa Maria, CA Melchor O’Campo
185* St.Stephens,SC Patrick Sullivan
186* St. Charles, MO Elmer Austerman, Jr
187 Chicopee, MA James McInerney
188 Clermont, FL George W. Kinney
189 Daytona Beach, FL Robert W. Hawes
190 Elk River, W.VA Tom Martin
191 Hampton, VA John L. Voss
192 Citrus Co. FL. Benjamin Reed
193*  Sioux City, IA Sam Naomi
194*  Mitchael, SD Fred Duve
195*  Denver, CO Sam Naomi
196 Walla Walla, WA Dale McLain
197 Fort Pierce, FL Gordon Brown
198 Reno, NV Julian Rutkowitz
199 Sarasota, FL Clarence Dadswell
200 Jacksonville, FL Rudy Meares
201*  Cheyne, WY Roy Milota
202 Orange Co. NY Sam Tucker
203 Turlock, CA William E. Hoyle
204 North Haven, CT Frank A. Lesieur,
205 Pineville, LA Clyde G. Durham
206 Keysville, VA John Hind
207 elvidere, NJ Sven G. Johnson
208 Brewster, NY Louis Gasparini
209* Corpus Christi, Tx Sam Naomi
210 Brevard, FL Thomas Gaffney
211* Bakersfield, CA Jeryl Matthews
212 Montrose, NY Vincent Boddie
213 Bud Lake, NJ Leonard Speizer
214 Eufaula, OK Robert Niswonger
215 Dallas/Fort Worth,TX Richard E. Predmore
216 Teterboro, NJ Joseph Poggi
217 Waterford, MI Robert Sharrad

Note: *Chapters that Sam Naomi has helped organize.

Congratulations to all Chapter Organizers and the many more

who had a hand in our making this the outstanding accomplish-

ment that it has been. Naomi has worked on 12 of the 43 new

chapters that have been developed this past 18 mos. “As
Membership Goes, So Goes the Organization” This could be

said of any and all organizations. 

As our Chapter development continues to grow at an acceler-

ated pace, so does our membership. At the present time we are

receiving over 100 new members every week. Many more mem-

bers who left for whatever reason are returning in large numbers.

Chapters have been developed in states that never had a chapter

or only had one. Texas is a good example. With the help of

Howard Nathan and others, we are on a fast track in opening

many more chapters. 

Tom Gaffney, the Dept. President in Florida, has done an out-

standing job with new chapter development. I have forwarded a

complete packet to each area being developed in an effort to help

the appointed organizer with the task at hand. This includes the

following in most cases: Personal letterhead; personalized appli-

cations for membership; reply card letter; application for charter;

national bylaws; suggested letter to National KWVA members in

the area to be developed; KWVA logo sheet; press release letter;

50th Anniversary logo, etc. 

The past 18 months have been great with 43 new chapters

developed or being developed around the country. Join your fel-

low Korean War Veterans and start a chapter in your area if you

do not have one now. Our National Organization has top quality

people to see that the job at hand is done and done in the very

best interest of the Organization. 

We are in good shape with the finances and membership

growth has never been on a fast pace as it is now.  God Bless and

if you want to start a chapter, give me a call or drop me a line.

Jerry J. Lake 159 Hardwood Dr., Tappan, New York 10983-1121

(845) 359-6540.

“Keep The Memory Alive”
Unique “hand-crafted” heirlooms of the Forgotten War

manufactured in the USA by America’s Finest Craftsman
Each Piece individually handcrafted.

Lapel pin / Hat-Pin
$8.50 

For other exciting gifts, visit our web page www.kwv.org
Send payment with order. 
Include $4.50 for S&H Charges. MA residents add 5% Sales Tax.
Price includes deluxe gift box.

Cape-Co. Inc. 58 Wagon Lane, Hyannis, MA 02601

Tel: (508) 778-5900 Fax (508) 778-5907 

E-Mail  info@kwv.org

“Owned and operated by a Korean War Veteran”

GRAYBEARDS DEADLINES

Articles to be published in the Graybeards must be sent to the edi-
tor no later then the second week of the first month of that issue.

Jan-Feb, 2002 ............Jan 11 Jul-Aug, 2001 ........July 14
Mar-Apr, 2001 ..........Mar 9 Sep-Oct, 2001 ........Sep 12
May-June, 2001 ........May 12 Nov-Dec, 2001 ......Nov 9
We print on a first-come-first-served basis. We also have a
backlog.– Editor.
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T
he Japanese American Korean War

Veterans (JAKWV) have begun a

new fund drive last month to raise

$40,000-$30,000 to cover the cost of the

construction, erection and maintenance of

the JAKWV’s American of Japanese

Ancestry (AJA) Memorial Monument in

South Korea and $10,000 for the AJA

Korean War KIA/MIA booklet.

The Memorial Monument is in the

memory of the 247 Americans of Japanese

ancestry who gave their lives for the free-

dom of the South Korean people during

the 1950-1953 Korean War. The monu-

ment was erected in April of this year in

time for the June 25 50th anniversary com-

memoration of the start of the Korean con-

flict. It is located in Imjin-Gak resort in

Paju City, Republic of Korea, which con-

tains 32 large and small Korean War mon-

uments and is spotlighted as a national uni-

fication and security tourist site which

attracts an average of 1.2 million domestic

and foreign visitors annually.

The monument nearly disrupted the

summit meeting between the leader of

North Korea and the president of South

Korea this summer. On April 23, the North

Korea radio announced that the South

Korea government was building a war

monument close to the DMZ and was try-

ing to disrupt the scheduled summit meet-

ing of the two leaders. The announcement

was repeated all day on the radio. “It was

the first time that the South Korean presi-

dent heard about building a memorial near

the DMZ, so he sent South Korean CIA

agents to find out who was building the

monument,” related Ed Nakata, Memorial

Committee chair. “Fortunately, our monu-

ment was completed before the radio

announcement, and to our relief, the his-

toric summit meeting went ahead as sched-

uled,” he added.

The monument will be officially dedi-

cated in May, 2001. The JAKWV is plan-

ning a “Korea Revisit Tour” then, and 100

persons have already signed up. The

JAKWV has also been assembling photo-

graphs of the AJA’s killed and missing in

action in the Korean conflict to be includ-

ed in the proposed commemorative book-

let.

John Iwamoto, 4225 Aikepa St. Lihue,

HI 96766 (Tel: 808-245-3137) and Major

Stanley E. Igawa, USA Ret., 84-965

Farrington Hwy., Apt 718B, Waianae, HI

96702 (Tel: 808-696-8998) can be contact-

ed for Hawaiian KIA/MIAs. Paul Ono,

16230 S. St. Andrews Pl., Apt A, Gardena,

CA 90247 (Tel: 310-532-2495) can be

contacted for those from the Mainland.

Tax deductible contributions can be made,

payable to JAKWV Memorial and sent to

the treasurer, Sam Shimoguchi, at 12557

Allin St., Los Angeles, CA 90066.

Monument to be dedicated in memory of Japanese-
American Korean War Veterans

Korean War Memorial Monument in honor of the 247 Americans of Japanese decent killed
or missing in action in the Korean War; Imjin-Gak, Paju City, Korea.

Golf Shirts, T-Shirts & Sweat Shirts for Sale

Golf Shirts, T-Shirts and Sweat Shirts for Sale
Golf shirts  — $20.00 plus $3 shipping (White Only)

T-Shirts  — $10.00 plus $3 shipping (White Only)

Sweat Shirts — $20 plus $5 shipping (Lt. Gray)

Patches (of logo above) – $5.00

Decals (of logo above) – $3.00

Shipping costs for 2 is $3.00  
Shipping costs above 2 is $5.00  

All sizes are available.

Order from or contact: Sunshine State Chapter, KWVA, P.O. Box 5298, Largo, FL
33779-5298  Telephone: 727-582-9353  
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KOREAN WAR/COLD WAR DOCUMENT
FAMILY RESEARCH 

November 22, 2000
MIA Recovery
Operation concludes
in North Korea

Remains believed

to be those of 15

American soldiers,

missing in action from

the Korean War, were repatriated on

Veterans Day. This equals the largest num-

ber of remains recovered during a single

joint recovery operation.

The remains were flown on a U.S. Air

Force aircraft from Pyongyang, North

Korea, under escort of a uniformed U.S.

honor guard to Yokota Air Base, Japan,

where a United Nations Command repatri-

ation ceremony was held.

A joint U.S.-North Korea team operat-

ing in Unsan and Kujang counties, about

60 miles north of Pyongyang, recovered

the remains during an operation that began

Oct. 17. The area was the site of battles

between Communist Chinese forces and

the U. S. Army’s 1st Cavalry Division,

and 2nd and 25th Infantry Divisions in

November 1950.

The 20-person U. S. team is composed

primarily of specialists from the U.S.

Army’s Central Identification Laboratory

Hawaii (CILHI).

This year’s work in North Korea was

the most productive to-date, recovering 65

sets of remains during five operations. As

a result of negotiated agreements with

North Korea, led by the Defense

Department’s POW/Missing Personnel

Office (DPMO), 107 sets of remains have

been recovered in 17 joint recovery oper-

ations since 1996. Five servicemen have

been positively identified and returned to

their families for burial with full military

honors. Another 10 are nearing the final

stages of the forensic identification

process.

Officials at DPMO have initiated con-

tact with North Korean officials to begin

preliminary planning for formal discus-

sions in December to establish a schedule

of operations for 2001.

Of the 88,000 U.S. servicemembers

missing in action from all conflicts, more

than 8,100 are from the Korean War.

December 18, 2000
U.S., North Korea Reach Agreement
on MIA Remains Recovery

U.S. and North Korean negotiators

have reached an agreement for 2001 under

which joint teams will recover the remains

of Americans missing in action from the

Korean War, marking the sixth consecu-

tive year that the United States will con-

duct remains recovery operations in North

Korea.

The agreement, following four days of

negotiations in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia,

led by the Defense POW/Missing

Personnel Office, expands similar opera-

tions that have been conducted since

1996.

The 2001 agreement significantly

expands the size of the U.S. teams,

increases the length of U.S. activities and

adds areas of operations around the

Chosin Reservoir to the current areas in

Unsan and Kujang counties, approximate-

ly 60 miles north of the capital of

Pyongyang.

Ten operations will be conducted in the

three areas between April and November.

Each operation will last 32 days - up from

26 days each in 2000. Repatriation of

remains will follow immediately there-

after. The increase in the number of days

essentially equates to 60 additional days,

or two complete operations, beyond the

levels set in the 2000 schedules. The U.S.

component of the joint teams was expand-

ed to 28 members from 20.

The agreement also establishes a pro-

cedure for sharing records and data related

to witness interviews, potential burial

locations and other information not previ-

ously made available by the North

Koreans.

During the five operations in 2000 in

the Unsan and Kujang areas, joint teams

recovered 65 sets of remains. Forty-two

were recovered in the four previous years.

Five have been positively identified, with

another 10 nearing the final stages of iden-

tification. More than 8,100 servicemen are

missing in action from the Korean War.

Operations in 2001 will include areas

of investigation near Kaechon, approxi-

mately 18 miles south of Unsan and

Kujang. Kaechon includes an area nick-

named the “Gauntlet,” where the U.S.

Army’s 2nd Infantry Division conducted

its famous fighting withdrawal along a

narrow road through six miles of Chinese

ambush positions during November and

December 1950. More than 950 missing

in action soldiers are believed to be locat-

ed in these three areas.

The Chosin Reservoir campaign left

approximately 750 Marines and soldiers

missing in action from both the east and

west sides of the reservoir in northeastern

North Korea.

The field teams are comprised primari-

ly of specialists from the U.S. Army

Central Identification Laboratory Hawaii

(CILHI), where the forensic identification

work is done after the remains are repatri-

ated. In addition to the mission of recover-

ing and identifying remains from the

Korea War, CILHI has the same responsi-

bility in accounting for MIAs from the

Vietnam War, the Cold War, and WWII.

More information on U.S. recovery

efforts is available at http://www.dtic.mil/

dpmo or http://www.cilhi.army.mil.

2001 Family Update Schedule

Date Location

Jan 20 ................Las Vegas, NV

Feb 24 ................San Francisco, CA

Mar 17 ..............San Antonio, TX

Apr 21 ................Cheyenne, WY

May 19 ..............Atlanta, GA

Aug 18 ..............St. Paul, MN

Sept 15 ..............Providence, RI

Oct 20 ................Orlando, FL

Nov 17 ..............Little Rock, AR

Defense POW/MIA Weekly Update

Notice 
When calling an officer or the editor and you are leaving a message on an answering
machine, speak slowly and leave your name and phone number twice. We are having
problems responding because of not hearing your phone number clearly.
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KWVA President Harley Coon at 2000 50th Anniversary Korean War
Commemoration event at San Francisco game with Oakland Raiders.
All Korean War veterans were remembered on this day by the
National Football League.

On 29 October, the Color Guard of Monroe County Chapter No.1
Korean War Veterans Association had the honor and privilege of
Presenting Colors at the Buffalo Bills football game against the
New York Jets, at Ralph Wilson Stadium, Orchard Park (Buffalo)
NY, before a sellout crowd of 72,160.
Pictured below from left, Frank Nicolazzo; Bill Orman; CG Cmdr.
Don Cofsky; Charles Harshbarger; Joe Vogel; Paul Wurzer

Beautiful
flags and... 

On 1 December, the Color Guard will Post Colors for the Right
Honorable John Major, former Prime Minister of Great Britain, as
he addresses attendees at the Lakeside Foundation 2000 Annual
Gala Dinner, in Rochester, NY. In previous years, the Color Guard
was privileged to be called upon by Lakeside Foundation manage-
ment to Post Colors for General H. Norman Schwarzkopf (1999)
and General Colin  Powell, Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff (1998).

...even football players. We think Harley may
of seen the game every now and then. 
Harley sent many photos but few names, so I
cannot show all. I asked Harley what the
score was and he said “Cheerleaders 17
49ers 3.” I do not see any Oakland Raiders
photos. I guess Harley ran out of film–just
teasing.

We are pleased to note that the game was won in the last four
seconds by the Buffalo Bills.

Our Thomas Daley chapter of South Jersey KWVA held a “Tell America”
conference at the “Air Victory Museum” in Medford, New Jersey on
Sept. 9 & 10. Shown is our table set up at the air show. There were
approximately 6,000 visitors to the air show and many passed by our
booth asking many questions which we happily answered about the
Korean War. –Captain Andrew Thomas Jackson (Ret.)



Forty-three members who served in Korea

with the 568th Ordnance Heavy

Maintenance Company met at Nashville’s

Marriott Airport Hotel the week-end of

September 29-October 1, 2000, to mark the

group’s 50th anniversary of deployment.

The 568th, a Tennessee National Guard

unit, was activated in early August, 1950,

and landed at Pusan in September. From

there, the Company moved north with the

8th Army, eventually settling in its final com-

pany area, the Japanese Imperial Army and

Governor’s Headquarters Compound in Itae

Wan, on the Tank Bypass, near southeast

Seoul’s 31st Traffic Circle.

During the War, the 568th rebuilt and sup-

plied “everything from watches to tanks, and

anything in-between”, earning U.S and

South Korean Presidential Unit Citations.

On June 4, 1954, the 568th was deactivated,

its charter returned to Nashville, and remain-

ing active-duty members transferred to the

82nd Ordnance Company (HM).

The present 568th Association meets

annually in cities of the members’ choice,

and will hold its 2001 Reunion in

Charleston, SC. The organization is open to

anyone who served with the 568th, and

information is available through Herb

Peppers, 612 Weatherbeaten Place,

Hermitage, TN 37076.

(Thank you David Depew for photos and let-
ter. A great looking group of veterans.)
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Baker Company, 15th Regt, 3rd, Division Annual Reunion

568th Ordnance Heavy Maintenance Co. Association meet 

Baker Company Veterans at the last reunion, it was held at the Comfort Inn, Edgewood, MD Sunday
September 17 to Thursday September 21, 2000. Dick and Connie Ashton chaired the meeting.

Baker Company Veterans met at the

Comfort Inn, Edgewood, MD on 17-

21 Sept, 200. Highlights of the reunion

was a trip to Aberdeen Proving Grounds, a

remembrance ceremony for our departed

brethren and an address by Colonel Kong,

Air Attaché Republic of South Korea.
The 2001 reunion will be held Sunday

November 4-8, 2001 at the Quality Inn

and Suites, Dayton Beach. Florida. For

more information contact John

Gogliettino 203-269-0747 or Dr. Don

Sonsalla 651-429-1634.

(Thank you Don Sonsalla for photo and
letter. A proud and great looking group of
veterans)

The Graybeards

The Graybeards is the official

newsletter of the Korean War

Veterans Association Inc. It is sched-

uled to be published six times per

year. Views expressed in the newslet-

ter do not necessarily reflect the posi-

tion of the KWVA Executive Board

nor does the KWVA Inc. assume any

responsibility for errors of omission

or commission. 

All articles, reports, and items except

those clearly marked Official KWVA

Notices and/or Announcements may

be edited to conform to space, clarity,

and format specifications without

permission of the authors.

Expressions of opinion as in editori-

als and letters to the editor if printed,

may be edited only with the writer’s

consent. Material used with permis-

sion from other sources will identify

and credit that source. The use of

copyrighted materials must have the

permission of the copyright holder

before being used.

Advertisements in this newsletter are

not necessary KWVA Inc. associated

unless otherwise stated. We do sug-

gest our members support our adver-

tisers through purchases, for the ads

support the publication costs. KWVA

Inc. and Editor are not responsible for

purchases. All claims of dissatisfac-

tion must be made directly to the dis-

tributor.

RReeuunniioonnss..........................................................................RReeuunniioonnss..........................................................................
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The N.K. POWs in Camp we

guarded.

PW NK being exchanged at Village for our

boys in which I earned the Bronze-Star V for

Valor 

Gen.. Westmorland in Review after 7/27/53

Tony Cristi and me.

Return to Freedom Village

I received my Graybeards and I had to cry for the pic-

tures I sent brought back lots of memories.  I was a

combat medic 2nd Div 171st Field Hospital. All my

buddies called me and were surprised for they belong

to the KWVA. I was at Freedom Village as a medic

changing their soldiers for

ours.

Photos by Daniel D. Ruscillo

30 Kensington Mnr. , Middletown, NY 10941

(Thank you Daniel for photos. In
future do not send to our pub-
lisher and also put your name
on back of photos.)

In last few months, the U.S. Army

Central Identification Laboratory

Hawaii has recovered what are believed to

be the remains of 50 U.S. Servicemen who

did not return from the Korean War. This

year’s unparalleled access into the North

Korean battlefields, that hold the remains

of over 8100 service members, has

renewed hope for thousands of families.

Since joint recovery operations began in

1994, a total of 92 remains have been repa-

triated. Five have been positively identi-

fied and many others are in the final stages

of the forensic identification process.

To facilitate identification of those

service members remains the U.S. Army is

trying to locate the families of the more

than 6,000 unaccounted for soldiers. For

more than 40 years, the Army has had lit-

tle or no contact with many of the families

of these service members. We need infor-

mation such as the name, relationship,

address, and telephone number of the

Primary Next of Kin (PNOK) of soldiers

who did not return from the Korean War.

We also seek to locate maternal relatives to

provide a mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA)

family reference sample for filing with the

mtDNA database to aid in the identifica-

tion of remains of soldiers unaccounted-

for from the war.

Additionally, in an effort to keep fami-

lies informed on the current accounting

effort, the Defense Prisoner of

War/Missing Personnel Office (DPMO)

sponsors monthly Family Member

Updates. Experts present information on

investigation and recovery efforts, and on

the latest technologies used to identify

remains, including mtDNA. Archival

research, diplomacy initiatives and other

topics are also presented to the families. At

the end of the all-day Saturday sessions,

families are invited to privately review

details of their own cases.

If you are a family member of such a

servicemember or you know of someone

who is, please contact the U.S. Total Army

Personnel Command, Casualty and

Memorial Affairs Operations Center at 1-

800-892-2490 or tapcper@hoffman.

army.mil. Web Site: http://www.perscom.

army.mil/tagd/cmaoc/rfad.htm

U.S. Army Korea
Outreach
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KKWWVVAA 55ootthh  CCoommmm
Nations Parade ��  ��  ��  ��  ��  

The Nations Parade commemorated the 50th Anniversary of the Korean
War. At 11:00 am all the bells in NY rang remembering  the ending of the
Korean War. We started to parade down to Central Park when we stopped
at St. Patrick’s Cathedral. There the Cardinal gave us all a blessing as we
were coming up to the stand where all the Dignitaries were sitting.
—Louis J. D’Ambrosio, Historian, Chapter #1509.

Department of Florida

Cpl. William McAllister
Chapter of Philadelphia, PA

Korean War Veterans from Bristol,. CT. Korean U.S.A Veterans Group

Westchester County
Chapter represented
Chapter and Dept.
of New York

Central Long Island Chapter of New York

Corporal Allan F.
Kivlehan Chapter
of Staten Island,
New York.

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�
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mmeemmoorraattiivvee  EEvveennttss
��  �� New York, NY ��  ��  ��  ��  ��  ��  �� November 11, 2000

Parade Participants
The Korean War Veterans Association of R.O.K. New York
The Council of Korean Churches of Greater New York 
The Korean Women’s Association of America, New York 
Inter-Cultural Family Association of New York 
The Korean-American Senior Mutual Association, Inc.
Full Gospel New York Church 
Ultimate Tae Kwon Do Center Long Island, New York, (Master D.S. Kwak)
The Korean U.S. Veterans Group, James Yoo, President
Korean ROTC Federation in Greater New York, Jae Ho Park, President
Korean Veterans Association, Kwang Nam Lee, President
Korean Air Force Veterans Association of NY, Seung Hwa Yoo, President
Vietnam Veterans Association, Dong Tae Han, President
The Korean-American Association of Greater New York
36 Delegates from the Republic of Korea
Korean Traditional Performing Arts Association, Inc.
KWVA Chapters, Harley Coon, National President

KWVA and the Graybeards thank Louis J. D’Ambrosio, Jack Edwards,
Peter H. Palmer for sending in great photos and information on this
special event. We also thank those named and unnamed for honoring
our veterans especially our no-longer-forgotten Korean War Veterans.

Korean Americans in native
Korean dress march in
Nations Day parade to honor
their country veterans and
all veterans.

Saint Patrick’s Cathedral, New
York

�

�
�

Many Korean War Veterans watched the parade from sidewalks. Richard
Coate proudly displayed a poster promoting our Korean War National
Museum and Library to be built in Tuscola, IL. After he marched in
parade.

�
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TThhee  SSpprriinngg  ooff  ‘‘5522......

Norb Guthier Dwey Williams

Proud Korean War Vets Display Tags

Robert Bonaiuto, Sr Luther Holcomb

Joseph Ode John Pimentel John Pimentel Charles Settle

Bob McGeorge Jim Bigley Wilbert Sexauer Jim & Sue Rusher

Like Back home - Except!! Reading and washing - two men of L (Love) Co.
of 279th RGT. 45th Div relaxing reading hometown news and washing T-shirt
in steel pot in front of home away from home. Near Chorwon, North Korea.

PFC Glenn Ed. White left & Buddy at Hvy. Machine Gun Nest, Outpost #6
facing T-Bone Hill - L Co. 45th Div., June 1952.

Basic Training – Not over? Tank/Inf Training in Korea behind lines. Co. L
279th Rgt, 45th Inf. awaiting instructions – Iron Triangle Sector, Spring 1952.

Thank you Glen for all the photos. I will continue them in the next issue.

Glen has also supplied me with many of the recent front cover photos

and some of the history. I hope other Korean War veterans will do the

same.— Editor

Enclosed are a few of many photos I made while in Co. L,

279th Regt., 45th  Inf. in 1952. Thought they may be of interest.

All were developed by me on September 16, 2000 from the orig-

inal negative.

by Glenn E. White

1995 Chase Way, Benton

Louisiana 71006-8725
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Hungnam

Ch'ongjin
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P'YONGYANG

Wonsan
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Yonchon

Kansong

25 Ja
n

Han River

SEOUL

25 January-21 April 1951
(First UN Counteroffensive)

22 April-8 July 1951
(CCF Spring Offensive)

North
Korea

South
Korea

General Ridgway puts Operation RUGGED into motion; the
objective is Line Kansas, some 10 miles above the 38th  Parallel.

Chinese forces attack X Corps, forcing advancing ROK units to
fall back toward Wonju.

Enemy resistance south of the Han River collapses.

Reports confirm an enemy withdrawal along the entire central
front.

General Van Fleet assumes command of Eighth Army.

General MacArthur is relieved as UNC commander; General
Ridgway succeeds him.

The I and IX Corps and the ROK I Corps reach the Kansas line;
the two U.S. corps continue to advance farther north.

General Ridgway begins Operation RIPPER; the objective is
Line Idaho, just south of the 38th Parallel.

Eighth Army launches Operation KILLER, a general advance
north by IX and X Corps.

Battle of Chip’yong-ni.

In the west , Inch’on is recaptured as I Corps approaches the Han
River.

Eighth Army counterattacks in Operation THUNDERBOLT, which
starts in the west and gradually expands eastward.

25 Jan

10 Feb

11-12 Feb

13-15 Feb

18 Feb

21 Feb

28 Feb

7 Mar

14-15 Mar

31 Mar

2-5 Apr

9 Apr

30 Apr

22 Apr

11 Apr

Eighth Army is positioned along the Idaho line.

C h r o n o l o g y

The Chinese and North Koreans resume the offensive, focusing
on the east-central region; General Van Fleet begins a counter-
attack.

The expected Chinese and North Korean spring offensive be-
gins,  with the strongest attacks in the west, toward Seoul.

The enemy offensive is stopped just north of Seoul.

15-20 May

UN troops enter Seoul, the South Korean capital.

The Eighth Army advances nearly to Line Kansas.

General Van Fleet strengthens the Kansas line and sends forces
farther north, toward Line Wyoming.

The Soviet Union calls for armistice talks.

14 Apr

31 May

1 Jun

23 Jun
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S the third phase of the Korean War—the CCF (Communist Chinese Force)
Intervention—drew to a close on 24 January 1951, the United Nations Command

Soldiers of the 2nd Infantry Division fire a
75mm recoilless rifle at enemy troops on
the central Korean front, March 1951.

25th Infantry Division tanks fire
on Chinese positions along the
Han River to cover an assault by
UN troops across the river,
March 1951.

The 8055th Mobile Army Surgical
Hospital (MASH) at Yongdungp’o,
June 1951.

General Almond, the X Corps
commander, pulls the lanyard of a
155mm howitzer of the 96th Field
Artillery Battalion, marking the
100,000th round fired since the unit
arrived in Korea, July 1951.

1st Cavalry Division tanks move
across the Imjin River on patrol, May
1951.

Behind a tank escort, a ranger patrol soldier of the 5th
Regimental Combat Team, 24th Infantry Division, fires
on Chinese troops on the Han River, February 1951.

Paratroopers of the 187th
Airborne Regimental Combat
Team land near Munsan-ni to cut
off retreating Chinese troops,
March 1951.

A 7th Infantry Division soldier sits
on a Chinese bunker on the slope of
Hill 902, April 1951.

The “Can Do Raider Company” of
the 15th Infantry, 3rd Infantry
Division, composed mainly of South
Korean soldiers with American
officers and NCOs, approaches
Seoul. This company would be the
first UN unit to re-enter the city,
March 1951.

A
(UNC) had come to the end of a series of tactical withdrawals. Starting in mid-December
1950, Lt. Gen. Matthew B. Ridgway’s Eighth Army had fallen back from the 38th Parallel,
first to the South Korean capital of Seoul, then to a line below Osan and Wonju.
Meanwhile, Maj. Gen. Edward M. Almond’s X Corps had evacuated by sea on the east
coast to Pusan, where it became part of the Eighth Army. All the territorial gains in North
Korea of the earlier phases of the war had been lost. But General Ridgway was
convinced the enemy lacked the logistical system to maintain offensive operations for any
extended period, and he was preparing to begin a counteroffensive. This fourth phase of
the war would largely shape the outcome of the
conflict.

After two task forces had encountered little or no
Chinese opposition in probes to the north, on 25
January General Ridgway launched Operation
THUNDERBOLT, a larger but still cautious
reconnaissance in force supported by air power.
Resistance stiffened at the end of the month, but it
gave way in the west by 9 February. The next day UN
forces secured Inch’on and Kimpo airfield, and the

U.S. I Corps neared the Han River. Meanwhile, on the central front, as the operation expanded, the X Corps
met increasing opposition, and the Chinese struck back on the night of 11–12 February, driving back Republic
of Korea (ROK) forces north of Hoengsong. But when four Chinese regiments attacked the crossroads town of
Chip’yong-ni on the 13th, the U.S. 23rd Infantry and the French Battalion conducted a successful defense for
three days until the enemy withdrew. Ridgway regarded this valiant effort as symbolic of the renewed fighting
spirit of his command.

In the west the U.S. I and IX Corps gradually seized the area up to the
Han River, except for one enemy foothold between Seoul and
Yangp’yong. By the 18th combat patrols confirmed that Chinese and
North Korean troops along the entire central front were withdrawing.
General Ridgway then began a general advance (Operation KILLER) by
the IX and X Corps to pursue the enemy. By the end of the month the
Chinese foothold below the Han River had collapsed. With the approval
of General Douglas MacArthur, the UNC commander, Ridgway
continued his attack north by launching Operation RIPPER on 7 March.
The objective was a line designated Idaho just south of the 38th
Parallel. On the night of 14–15 March, UN patrols moved into a
deserted Seoul. By the end of the month Ridgway’s troops had reached
the Idaho line.

The question now was whether to cross the 38th Parallel again. On 20
March the Joint Chiefs of Staff had notified General MacArthur that
President Harry S. Truman was preparing to announce a willingness to
negotiate an end to the conflict with the North Koreans and the Chinese,
an announcement that would be issued before any advance above the
38th Parallel. MacArthur preempted that announcement by issuing his
own offer to end hostilities, but one that included a threat to cross the
parallel. President Truman never released his statement, concluding,
however unhappily, that perhaps MacArthur’s ultimatum would pressure
the enemy to the negotiating table. He also left the decision on crossing

the 38th Parallel to tactical
considerations. Consequently, when Ridgway received intelligence
about enemy preparations for an expected spring offensive, he
began a new attack, with MacArthur’s approval, in early April. The
objective was a line designated Kansas about ten miles above the
38th Parallel. By the 9th the U.S. I and IX Corps, and the ROK I
Corps on the east coast, had reached that line, and the U.S. X
Corps and the ROK III Corps were nearing it. The I and IX Corps
then continued their attack beyond Kansas. At the same time, on
11 April, President Truman relieved MacArthur after the UNC
commander said he would welcome the use of Nationalist Chinese
forces since there could be “no substitute for victory” in Korea.
Ridgway replaced MacArthur, and on 14 April Lt. Gen. James A.
Van Fleet assumed command of the Eighth Army.

Eight days later four Chinese army groups and two North Korean
corps began the enemy’s spring offensive, attacking most heavily
in the west, with a major

focus on recapturing Seoul. Withdrawing in stages to previously
prepared defenses several miles north of Seoul, General Van Fleet
finally stopped the advance. On 15 May the enemy attacked again. Van
Fleet had expected another advance on Seoul, but the brunt of the
assault was in the east-central area. By repositioning units and using
unrelenting artillery fire, he stopped the attack on 20 May after the
enemy had penetrated thirty miles. To prevent the Chinese and North
Koreans from regrouping, Van Fleet immediately sent the Eighth Army
forward. Meeting light resistance, the Eighth Army was just short of the
Kansas line by 31 May. The next day Van Fleet sent part of his force
farther north, to a line designated Wyoming in the west-central area
known as the Iron Triangle. By mid-June the Eighth Army was in control
of both the Kansas line and the Wyoming bulge.

Given this strong defensive position, Van Fleet was ordered to hold and
fortify it while Washington waited for the Chinese and North Koreans to
offer to negotiate an armistice. The enemy in turn used this lull to
regroup and to build defenses opposite the Eighth Army. The days settled down to patrols and small clashes.
On 23 June, Jacob Malik, the Soviet Union’s delegate to the United Nations, called for talks on a cease-fire and
armistice. When the People’s Republic of China endorsed Malik’s statement, President Truman authorized
General Ridgway to arrange the talks. After a series of radio messages, the first armistice conference was
scheduled for 10 July in the town of Kaesong. The time of large-scale fighting was over.

Eighth Army

I Corps

IX Corps

X Corps

1st Cavalry Division

2d Infantry Division

7th Infantry Division

24th Infantry Division

25th Infantry Division

3d Infantry Division
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The Korean War Veterans Association wishes to extend its sincere
gatatiude to Soldiers magazine for allowing us to reprint the four
Phases of the Korean War published in the May 2000 issue of
Soldiers. 
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Chapter Affairs
Indiana Chapter 1

Photo of our new officers for the year 2001. We have many

events we are working on and looking forward to in the coming

year. The Officers are as follows from left to right:

Ken Roemke, First Vice; Marian Wiesniewski, Secretary;

Lynn Shady, Second Vice; William Hullinger, President; Dick

Norton, Treasurer; Dick Renbarger, Trustee and Judge Advocate;

and Irvin “Chief” Lindsey, Trustee.

Don’t you think we have a “good looking” bunch of offi-

cers?

Mary Anna Roemke, Publicity Chairman 

KWVA, Indiana Chapter One

(Thank you Mary  for photo and letter. We are proud of your
chapter and they are a good looking group.)

Lake County Chapter #169 of Florida

A new chapter of KWVA was launched October 14 in

Hampton, VA. The organizer of the chapter, Chapter 191, John L.

Voss, (right in photo) shown with Robert L. Journell, President

and Jim Jones, National Director, who handled the swearing in

ceremonies.

The chapter will serve the Peninsula area, which contains

many military bases and has numerous military retirees. 

(Thank you Jim Jones for photo and letter. We are honored to
have a new chapter in this area for your super veterans of
Virginia. Keep in touch.)

Chapters attending Dept of New York Fall Conference:

Adirondack Chapter, Central New York Chapter, Central L.I.

Chapter, Cpl. Kivlehan Chapter, Eagle Chapter, Eastern L.I.

Chapter, FingerLakes Chapter, Monroe County Chapter, Nassau

County Chapter # 1, Northeast Chapter, Westchester-Putnam

Chapter, Western New York Chapter, Brooklyn Chapter # 171,

and the Department of New York 1999- 2001 Officers. 

(Thank you Dave Allen for photo and letter. If You can get good
photo copies of Capt. Burns slides and some detail on each,
please send them. We are proud of our New York Chapters.)

October 14, 2000 the Town of Lady Lake, Florida celebrated

its’ 75th Anniversary. The Lake County Florida, Korean War

Veterans Association’s Chapter 169 Color Guard was selected to

open the ceremonies with the presentation of the colors.

(Thank you Joseph Turner for photo and letter. A fine looking
Color Guard and great looking veterans.)Department of New York
Hampton Virginia Chapter #191

Dept of New York Fall Conference. Shown in photo left to right are: Joe
Calabria, Charlie Malone, Bernie Hogensen, Jerry Lake, George Culik,
Harley Coon, Bob Morga, Jim Ferris, Dave Allen, Pete Dodd. Joe Pirrello,
Tom Riley and Jim Lewis not shown.

Standing left to right Lake County Chapter Color Guard (1st row) Arthur
Dube and Richard Galya, (2nd row) H. Brooks Gussman, Paul Russell,
Harold Siever, Martin “Jack” Gleason.
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Honor Guard C. Dadswell and Robert Kunz at Memorial Day Ceremony. 
(Thanks Joan for photos. Great looking veterans)

The Charles N. Bikakis Chapter was formed Sept. 18, 2000.

It began with a group of 15 veterans who were the organizers of

a commemorative dinner to honor the Korean War Veterans.

The idea of forming the local chapter came about during the

many meetings necessary to bring about the commemoration.

We now have 20 members and more anticipated in the next

meetings. The meetings have been held at the Veterans Service

Office, but we have arranged to meet at the Veterans Hall on

Wilson Road, Bakersfield, California.

Officers have been elected, we have our Charter, and com-

mittees have been formed. 

Our POW/MIA Officer, Isaac Ornelas will be the Grand

Marshall of the Veterans Day Parade on November 11, 2000.

(Thanks for the photo and we congratulate each of you for your
efforts to form a chapter thus serving your local veterans.) 

Chapter Honor Guard shown left to right are A. Ballschmidt, C. Dawson, S.
Farina, C, Dadswell, H. Miller, B. Kunz, J. Sheehan, R. Smith, T. Carrick,
missing are Joan and Richard Arcand.

Cincinnati Mayor Charlie Luken presenting Bob McGeorge President
Cincinnati Chapter 121 and members a proclamation “REMEMBER THE
KOREAN WAR DAY” on June 23, 2000.
(Thank you Bob McGeorge for photo and letter. We thank your mayor and

the city for remembering its veterans.) 

Suncoast Chapter #14 of FloridaCharles N. Bikakis Chapter of California

Greater Cincinnati Chapter #121 of Ohio

The Chapter Officers shown from left to right are: (Back Row) Tom Jones
Secretary, Ralph Smith Treasurer, James Ledbetter Chaplin,  Harvey Ginn
Advisor, Bob Friday 1st Vice President, Ed LeLouis Judge Advocate, (Front
Row) Isaac Ornelas POW/MIA Officer, Bob Castle 2nd Vice President, Tom
Lewis Publicity, Gene Dixon Historian, and Jeryl Matthews President.

IN MEMORY - LEST WE FORGET
By Charles E. Casey

The second addition listing the men KIA/MIA in Korea during

the Korean War 1950 to 1953, will be ready for mailing in the

early summer of 2001. We have added thousand of company

names (letters) to the men KIA/MIA in the U.S. Army. Only a

few hundred changes to the men in the Navy, Marines and Air

Force. We found hundreds of men that died in Korea not listed

in the first book We have also listed a few deaths elsewhere in

the service of the United States during the Korean Conflict.

There are no memorials in this book. The cost was just to high.

This seconded addition has over 34,900 men listed. There is a

form letter for relatives of a deceased service man to request a

copy of “INDIVIDUAL DECEASED PERSONNEL FILE”.

The files are available to relatives of the deceased serviceman

with out charge. See the book for details.

To Order send your Name, Address and a check for $49.50

postage paid, payable to KIA/MIA and mail to: CASEY 2130

Franklin Dr., Papillion, NE 68133. 

Print run is limited order early.



Shown (l to r) are David Kirchaer, Jim Fior, Charles Deming, David Foehr,
John Carvso, and Stewart Chapman. Jim, Charles John & Stewart are on
the 50th Commemoration Committee.

The Korean War

Veterans Of Rhode

Island 50th Anniversary

C o m m e m o r a t i v e

Committee are involved

in these activities.

Built a Bocce Court

78’ x 13’, with handicap

accessibility for residents

of the Bristol Veterans

Home. Cost for this

Court, $5,000.

We are presently hav-

ing a 2’x2’ black granite

stone engraved which

will be placed at the

Veterans Park located at

Warwick, R.I. We expect

to have this in place in

approx 2 weeks. We will

notify you of it’s comple-

tion.

Gave our first class to a group of approx 80 students at the St. Paul
Elementary School located in Cranston, RI. Shown are John Caruso, Mike
Stewart and students.

West Bay Chapter 2 of Rhode Island

Lifting device presented to Veterans Home,
Bristal, RI.

We have a class at the Eldridge Elementary School located at

East Greenwich, RI on December 5, 2000 and are scheduling other

classes.

Provided an electronic patient lifting device to the Rhode Island

Veterans Home located at Bristol, RI. Cost for this device $3,800.

( Thank you John A. Caruso, Chairman of Committee for photos and
letter. Great deeds by special people.)

Gen. Matthew B. Ridgway Chapter of
Pennsylvania

Pittsburgh based General Matthew B. Ridgway Chapter of

KWVA distributed the mini version of the Korea War Service

Medal to 53 hospitalized Korean War Veterans at the Aspinwall,

Pa. Veterans Medical Facility. Ambulatory Veterans were pre-

sented the award in the patio area and the wards were visited by

our veterans to present the mini-medals to those who could not

make their way to the ceremony

(Thank you Bert Cerminara for photos and letter. The deeds of
your chapter and its veterans are super.)

Members of our KWVA Honor Guard: John Jordan; Frank Bell; Augie
Crisanti; Bert Cerminara (with microphone); Ed LaQuay (in rear); Jack
Bence; Vince Palmiere; Joe Crisanti; Skip Niedergal and Jim Floriolli.

Pictured in the photo
presenting a mini-
medal to James E.
Goodman, Korean War
Veteran, is KWVA
member Ed LaQuay
who was instrumental
in getting the Korea
War Service Medal
approved by the Dept.
of Defense.
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C. Forbes, Inc. Phone (804) 282-2800 
410 N. Ridge Road, Suite 200 Fax (804) 282-2899
Richmond, VA  23229 www.cforbesinc.com

A. Official 50th Anniversary Custom Framed War 
Memorial: The cherrywood shadow box includes 
a vivid portrait of the Memorial, each side of the 
Official 50th Anniversary Commemorative Coin, &
interpretive text. Available in Spring Scene $179.00 ea.

B. Limited Edition Pen Box: To commemorate the 
signing of the Armistice, the 50th Anniversary of the 
Korean War Committee has authorized the production
of a limited edition replica of the Parker Pen used by 
General Clark to end the fighting in Korea. Each 
fountain pen is individually numbered, engraved with 
General Clark’s signature, and decorated with the 
official seal of the 50th Anniversary of the Korean War.

Only 2,003 of the Korean War Commemorative Pens 
will be produced. Each will be enclosed in a handsome
cherrywood box. The Official 50th Anniversary of the 

Korean War Commemorative Coin, in antique brass 
with brilliant color, will be embedded in the lid of 
the box, which bears the immortal phrase, 
“FREEDOM IS NOT FREE”. $99.00 ea.

C. Official 50th Anniversary Commemorative Coin:
Anniversary seal in brilliant color set in antique brass. 
Hand-sculpted and die-struck, the coin is preserved in 
a custom card package with interpretive text.$14.95 ea.

D. Limited Edition Fine Silver Commemorative 
Coin: Struck in .999 pure fine silver, each coin is 
preserved in a custom card package with interpretive 
text. $39.95 ea.

E. Official 50th Anniversary Leather Coaster/ 
Paperweight: 50th Anniversary seal is presented in 
die-struck antique brass and recessed in rich burgundy
leather. $12.95 ea.

F. Official 50th Anniversary Commemorative 
Medallion: 3” medallion in antique brass with 50th

Anniversary seal in color on 1 side and a marvelously 
hand-sculptured depiction of an American soldier on 
reverse. $24.99 ea.

G. Official 50th Anniversary Lapel Pin: Gold-plated 
lapel pin bearing the 50th Anniversary color seal of 
the Korean War. $7.99 ea.

H. Official 50th Anniversary Key Fob: Die-struck 
antique brass with 50th Anniversary set in color and 
attached to a key ring by a brown leather fob. $9.50 ea.

I. Official 50th Anniversary Commemorative 
Medallion Gift Set: In custom, hand-crafted and 
flock-lined cherrywood keepsake box. Gift box 
included. $99.00 ea.

50th Anniversary of the Korean War:
Official Licensed Gifts  
50th Anniversary of the Korean War:
Official Licensed Gifts

★ ★ ★

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

H

I

To order please call, write, fax or visit our website.
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Mahoning Valley Chapter # 137 of Ohio

Steve Colucci at Mathews
High School. 60 students (3
sessions) in attendance for
“Tell America Program” on
Nov. 17, 2000. Also partici-
pating was Bob Brothers,
Allan Jenkins, Joann Onstott,
and Rocky Anobile.

Nature Coast Chapter, the newest chapter in Florida. They now have 70
members. Shown in photo are the officers. From left to right in first row
are: Ed Valetic 1st VP. Ron Webber Quartermaster, Carl Chuman Chaplain,
Steve Ackerman President. 2nd row are: Larry Cohen Judge Advocate,
John McMillian 2nd VP, Jack Dodson, Sgt at Arms, and Lou Schneider
Sec./Treasurer. 
(Thanks Ed Valetic for photo and letter. We wish you chapter much suc-

cess. Your photo was not printed earlier because I did not get your letter.

Also this photo and letter was forwarded to me by Nancy Monson

Membership. Please send in more photos but send to my address located

in the Graybeards on page 2.) 

Nature Coast Chapter #174 of Florida

Allan Jenkins held a “Tell
America” session for two
Platoons of USMC Reservists
on August 5, 2000.

Joann Onstott with Deputy Greg Taillon at Jackson Milton School. 40 stu-
dents in attendance for “Tell America Program” on Nov. 22, 2000. Also
participating was Bob Brothers, Allan Jenkins. Dean McClain and Rocky
Anobile.

“Tell America Program”

Rocky Anoble at Edison Jr. High
School for “Tell America
Program” for 196 students (5
Classes) on Nov. 13, 2000.
Also participating was Bob
Brothers, Allan Jenkins, and
Joann Onstott 

From left to right, Joe Varble, Bob Bakalik, Steve Firment, Harry Ponikvar,
Allan Jenkins at St. Patrick’s School. 200 students (1 session) in atten-
dance for “Tell America Program” on Nov. 2000. Also participating was
Richard Koker, Joann Onstott, and Rocky Anobile.

GRAYBEARDS DEADLINES

Articles to be published in the Graybeards must be sent to the

editor no later then the second week of the first month of that

issue.  Example: September- October 2000 articles must be

received by editor no later then September 14. We print on a

first-come-first-served basis. We also have a backlog.– Editor.
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Taken at Coatesville VA Hospital getting ready for Veterans Day parade.
Shown are (l to r) Bill Mereral, Tom McMananon, Sam Simon, Luke
Marsden, Cheeck Hagen, Cay Burns, Ed Papycik, Lou Shapario and John
Keepers. Sam Simon’s Army truck in background.
(Thank you Cay Burns for the photo and letter. A good looking group of

veterans. Please print names next time for some may be spelled wrong

do to the fancy and unclear hand writing.)

Quad Cities Chapter #168

Redwood Chapter #176 has done so much in such a short peri-

od of time. We presently have about 85 members. I have includ-

ed photos from the Rhododendron Festival and parade. We pro-

vided the Grand Marshall as the event was dedicated to the 50th

Anniversary of the Korean War. It was held on May 6, 2000.

We are also going to be recognized this November 11, 2000,

Veterans day with the celebration dedicated to the 50th.

I am including in this letter two poems. The first one on the

page entitled KOREA is from my Cruise Book of the USS

Renville (APA 227). It was customary on New Years Eve to end

the year in verse. The author is unknown. 

The second verse “Korea Fifty Years Ago” by Walter M.

Bennett was written by him for our local Korean Day Memorial,

held at the local Coast Guard Air Station, June 25, 2000. Walter

was with the First Marines, Engineer Division in Korea 50-52.

He also was with 5th Marines in the South Pacific 43-45

(Thank you William F. Odonnell for photos and letter. I will print
the above mentioned poems and article in future issues as space
allows. I do recall printing something from this chapter in the
past. A great looking group of veterans in both photos) 

Redwood Chapter #176 of California

St. Patrick’s School. Some of the 200 students (1 session) in attendance
for “Tell America Program” in Nov. 2000.

Yongdung-Po Chapter 114 of Pennsylvania

(Thank you Joann for photos and letters. We wish we could show
all of the photos especially those of the students. Your entire “Tell
America” group deserves our appreciation for your efforts. We
also thank the schools, students and faculty.)

The Color Guard from the Charles DeCrane Post #724 Atkinson American
Legion led off the parade. But the Best Marching Unit was Quad Cities
Korean Vets Association #168 Color Guard shown above.  Atkinson
Heritage Days were Sept. 16 & 17. I also did a window (13.5 feet wide by
3 feet deep) on Korean war, turned out very nice.
(Thank you Arthur J. Holevoet for photo and letter. I agree you have a great

looking Color Guard. I am not sure about the chapter and state for this let-

ter was forwarded to me without envelope and I do not have the latest

chapter listing. Send another photo and letter so we can give a chapter

location.)





January/February, 2001 Page 45

European Theater of Operations (served. less than 6 months

in the U.S. Had letter of acceptance from 8th Army HQ to

serve in the 167th Photo Co. but transfer was denied.

We have a new cemetery about 50 miles south of

Cleveland, Ohio Western Reserve National Cemetery. I am

chairman of the Public Information Center (a building where

we provide volunteers to help visitors). There is a MIA/POW

section with the flag on a smaller pole. In that area there is a

Memorial granite headstone with a name of a person killed in

Korea 1950 (MIA). Cemetery opened June 19, and dedicated

September 10th. 

(Thank you Frank Aleksandrowicz for photos and letter. You
and your post are doing a great service for our Korean War
Veterans in your area. We and they are very grateful.) 

As commander of VFW Post 9693 and Life member of

KWVA since the early days I do a lot of publicity and pho-

tography relative to veterans of WWII, Korea and at times

Vietnam. I served with the 519th M.P. Battalion in Korea,

1950-51. As a reservist (inactive-individual). Was newspaper

photographer since 1941 when after a year of work I was

drafted and served in the Army where I was trained as an M.P.

and became a buck sergeant, squad leader, 1942-45 in

At the exhibit at Bay Village Library, three walls of photographs and art
(above) over a space of near 250 ft. tired the 4 gentlemen who needed a
rest: Lou Cassarino and Gordon Moellman, WWII Navy Vets, Nicholas
Nardi and Donald Henry, Naval veterans of the Korean War. The exhibit was
on display at the Bay Village Public Library for 3 weeks.

Greater Cleveland Chapter of Ohio 
and VFW Post 9693

Dennis M.Clogh, Mayor of Westlake, Ohio, presented a proclamation to
Joseph Faris and Frank Aleksandrowicz of VFW Post 9693. The proclama-
tion designates the observation of the 50th Anniversary of the Korean War
Also the commemoration of the war for the period of June 25, 2000 to
November 11, 2003. Aleksandrowicz is the post commander. Both are
members of the Greater Cleveland Area Chapter of the KWVA.

Winds of intermittent activity as well as a rain of severe force at times,
made this group of Korean War veterans into a mechanized color guard.
One car and this station wagon with Patricia O’Hara at the wheel passed in
review to any appreciative audience lining the streets of Vermillion, Ohio in
observance of the Wooly Bear Festival. Left to right: John Marinchek,
Arthur Becks, Frank Aleksandrowicz, Robert O’Hara and Joseph Faris.
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50th Anniversary of the Korean War
Commemorative License Plate

License Plate is in beautiful metallic blue on a white background

$11.95 includes S & H, allow 3 weeks for Delivery.
Send To: K. V. Quartermaster, 1611 North Michigan Ave., Danville, IL 61834-6239.

Arizona
� Roger Nitchman
� Henry H. Sampson, Jr.
Arkansas
� Lt. Col. Louis J. Devito
Delaware
� Charles D. Bell
� William T. Cox
� Pasquale “Pat” Giordano
Florida
� Michael J. Fasano
� Richard S. Vitkus
Georgia 
� Hugh Thomas Freeman, Sr.
� Lawrence David Gaekle
� Neal J. O’riley

Illinois
� Harry K. Bloch
Indiana
� Jerome Heimann
Maryland
� Columbus W. Roberts 
Massachusetts 
� Gerald A. Cayer
� James J. McGreevy
Minnesota 
� James F. Lorenz
� Vernon C. Oellrich
New Jersey
� Robert Dunlap
� John Guayna
� Bart Long

New Mexico
� Robert Crotzer
New York 
� Phillip Demott
� Edward K. Esposito
Ohio   
� George D. Bulmer
Rhode Island
� Robert Dunn
Utah
� Phil Ficarra
State Unknown (no envelope)
� Menifee Carter
� John G. Lockard

Taps
All of us in the Korean War Veterans Association extend our sincere sympa-
thy to the family and friends of those listed below. May they rest in peace.
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To all “My” K-Vet Heroes:

A big hug of love, and my deepest

appreciation for all the letters you have

written to me since I “retired” as coordi-

nator of the Revisit Trips/Korea!! Also,

many thanks for the lovely Christmas

Cards you have kindly mailed me each

year.

I very much regret I was not able to

respond to your many letters or recipro-

cate with Christmas cards due to the

severe pain in my lower spine which is

aggravated by sitting. I am, of course,

well aware my “problems” are minor

compared to those of you who sustained

horrendous wounds in combat or while

tortured in POW camps!!

However, please know that my

“silence” in no manner means that I have

“forgotten” you !!! You will always

remain in my thoughts ....and, in my

heart with love. I treasure so many fond

memories of the times when we met,

your loyal support when I served as your

National Director/KWVA for 6 years. I

will remember the thousands of you who

shared your experiences in Korea with

me which I consider a sacred trust. You

are the brothers I never had and my

respect for you knows no bounds.

I salute you, and will never, ever “for-

get” you!

Kathleen Cronan Wyosnick 

(“Lt. Honey” USAP/Nurse Corps)

� � � � �

Action Book
A Platoon Sergeant’s Diary

During the Korean War (Sept. 1950-

Sept. 1951), by B.R. Spiroff, 1stSgt-E8,

USA (Ret). A realistic and detailed

account of an infantry platoon’s front

line action.

Send $10.95 plus $1.50 (s&h) to:

B.R. Spiroff 
524 Old Annapolis Rd. 
Severna Park, MD 21146
(410) 647 -4503

Korean War Veterans Association, Inc.
Kathleen Cronan Wyosnick

Past Member, National Board of Directors
7/89 – 7/92                        7/92 – 7/95

Coordinator, Revisit Trips/Korea 1990–1998
PO. Box 3716 Saratoga, CA 95070-1716
(408) 253-3068    Fax (408) 973-8449

� � � � �
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In the

Maryland Army

National Guard,

the reorganiza-

tion of the 29th

Infantry Division

following its

deactivation on

17 January 1946

proved a difficult

task. Most pre-war Maryland Guardsmen

had returned fully to civilian life, trans-

ferred to the active army, suffered dis-

abling wounds, or died during the war.

Nevertheless, the 29th was reactivated in

July 1946 with Major General William

Sands of Virginia as its commander.

From 1946 to 1948 dozens of

Maryland National Guard units were

reorganized and promptly regained fed-

eral recognition. Maryland’s contribu-

tion to the new 29th Division remained

generally the same as during the war

years: two infantry regiments (175th and

115th); two artillery battalions (1l0th and

224th); and a medical battalion (104th).

Additionally, the Maryland Army

National Guard contributed several new

support units to the 29th, including the

121 st Engineer Battalion, with head-

quarters in Ellicott City. (The divisional

engineer unit during World War Two had

been a District of Columbia National

Guard unit.) Most Maryland Army

National Guard units retained their local

affiliations from the pre-war period.

Company A of the 115th Infantry, for

instance, continued its traditional associ-

ation with the city of Frederick.

However, several post-war Maryland

units underwent changes in their mission

and designation. For example,

Annapolis’s Company M, 115th Infantry,

an historic unit traditionally known as

the “Governor’s Guard,” was reorgan-

ized as the 29th Quartermaster Company.

Meanwhile a new Company M was

raised in Pocomoke City on the Eastern

Shore.

Less than five years after the end of

World War Two, the United States was

again at war. Unfortunately, President

Truman’s decision to provide American

military support to South Korea follow-

ing the North’s invasion on 25 June 1950

caught the U.S. Army unprepared. When

the under strength American occupation

forces in Japan proved insufficient to

hold the North Korean offensive in

check, reinforcements from the conti-

nental United States were hastily com-

mitted to the battle. Still, by August 1950

the military situation in Korea had dete-

riorated to such a degree that Truman

ordered federalization of selected

National Guard units - the first partial

Guard mobilization in American history.

Within the next three years, about one-

third of the Army National Guard was

called up.

The only Maryland National Guard

unit to be called to active duty during the

Korean War was Baltimore’s 231st

Transportation Truck Battalion, which

had formerly been known as the 1st

Separate Company (Monumental City

Guards). This unit, along with Guard

truck outfits from several other states,

helped to rectify a severe shortage of

experienced truck drivers and reliable

vehicles in the U.S. Eighth Army in

Korea. Of the 231st’s four companies,

only two (Headquarters and

Headquarters Company and the 726th

Transportation Truck Company)

deployed to Korea. 

Another company was ordered to

Europe, and the last remained in the

United States. HHC and the 726th land-

ed in Pusan, Korea on 4 January 1951

and immediately began hauling supplies

in support of the 3rd and 25th Infantry

Divisions, Eighth United States Army. At

that time the military situation was high-

ly fluid, and the drivers were frequently

required to bring their trucks right up to

the front lines to keep the infantry in full

supply. The Marylanders remained on

active duty in Korea until February

1955—one and one half years after the

end of the Korean War. As the direct

descendant of the 231st Transport Truck

Battalion and its component companies,

the 229th Supply and Transport

Battalion of today’s Maryland National

Guard is permitted to carry eight Korean

War Campaign streamers and two

Meritorious Unit Commendations

streamers on its battalion colors.

Despite the fact that the Air National

Guard was mobilized to a far greater

degree than the Army Guard during the

Korean War, Maryland’s 104th  Fighter

Squadron was not called to active duty.

Nevertheless, the 104th maintained a

high level of readiness.  In the summer

of 1951 the 104th replaced its F-47’s

with F-51H Mustangs. Later the jet age

came to the Maryland National Guard

when the 104th received  F-86E Sabre

Jets in June 1955. Because the runways

at Dundalk’s Harbor Field were not long

enough to handle  the new aircraft, the

104th’s F-86’s operated from Andrews

Air Force Base until July 1957, when the

squadron’s new home at Martin Airport

was opened in Middle River.  This facil-

ity, now known as the Glenn L. Martin

State Airport, is still the home of the

Maryland National Guard.

A new Maryland  Air National Guard

unit, the 135th Air Resupply Group, was

activated in September 1955.  The 135th

moved from Harbor Field to Martin

Airport in April 1960.  Shortly thereafter,

the unit was rechristened the 135th

Troop Carrier Group (known later as the

135th Air Commando Group and still

later as the 135th Special Operations

Group).  The 135th Tactical Airlift

Group of today’s Maryland National

guard traces its origins to this unit.

The Korean War clearly demonstrated

that effective ground forces were still a

necessary part of a well-balanced mili-

tary machine, even in the atomic age.

Even so, the Guard’s primary mission as

the nation’s major military reserve came

under scrutiny in the mid-1950’s from

Congress and the Defense Department.

One Defense Department official even

went so far as to declare that the National

Guard should abandon its traditional role

and adopt civil defense duties instead. 

(This book was selected to show that our
National Guard and Reserve Units also
served bravely in the Korean War. Check
your local units and Library of Congress
for books for your state. Ed.)  

BOOKS from page 6

1stLt (later BG)
George Brooks of
231st TT Bn. in
Korea
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Trip #1

By David H. Helela 
On Sunday morning, June 19, 2000, a

group of 67 Americans climbed aboard a

Korean Airlines Boeing 747 jet at the

Honolulu International Airport to begin the

nine-hour flight to South Korea. They were

veterans of the Korean War, some accom-

panied by a spouse, or a son or a brother.

Three widows of Korean War veterans also

signed up for the trip. For many in the

group it would be their first visit to that

country. For many of the veterans it would

be their first time back in almost 50 years.

Former members of the 5th Regimental

Combat Team—which deployed from

Hawaii by troop ship in July 1950—are in

the majority. Carol Los Banos, widow of

Master Sergeant Alfred Los Banos, served

as spiritual leader in memory of her

esteemed husband who died last August

while planning this trip to Korea. It was

only fitting that it was called the Alfred Los

Banos Korea Revisit Trip. The ALB Korea

Revisit Trip was special. It was designed to

take us to the place of our first battle in the

southwest part of the country near Pusan,

then to generally trace the route of other

battle sites that honed the reputation of the

5th RCT. While we looked forward to the

visit with proud anticipation none of us

expected the reception we would receive.

Never before have we been so honored and

appreciated for our role in the Korean War,

certainly not in our own country.

It started upon our arrival in the capital

city, Seoul, and continued until we left the

country a week later. In the terminal at

Kimpo International Airport large

“Welcome Korean War Veterans” banners

greeted us and a very professional joint

service honor guard from the Republic of

Korea (ROK) military lined up to salute our

arrival. It was a pleasant surprise. Shortly

after landing in Seoul, we took off on a con-

necting flight south to the port city of Pusan

where we would begin our rendezvous with

memories of the past.

Our first full day in South Korea was the

most memorable, although the entire trip

would be remembered as an incredible

experience. A morning visit to the United

Nations Cemetery in Pusan set the stage for

the rest of the day. To view the tombstones

and markers where freedom fighters from

16 UN member nations rest today is to

remember that freedom really is not free.

Later, as we headed west out of the city of

Pusan, a military escort met our convoy and

put aboard our buses English speaking

ROK Navy officers who would guide us the

rest of the day. We felt like VIPs when we

pulled out on the road again behind the

flashing lights of the MP escort.

We stopped in the area of Seobuksan

Mountain, a veritable monster of a hill

(more than 2,400 feet high) from where, 50

years ago, the 5th RCT helped block the

advance to Pusan by North Korean forces

and then, from there, attacked west as a part

of Task Force Kean to seize the city of

Chinju 25 miles away. It was the place of

our first action in the Korean War. And of

our unit’s first success in battle.

Near Seobuksan today, beside a narrow

road in a wide field of rice paddies, is a

monument erected by the ROK govern-

ment in appreciation of the UN forces’

defense of their country and as a tribute to

the durability of the Korean people of the

area who suffered so much during the peri-

od. We are told another monument sits at

the summit and that this one commends the

5th RCT for its valiant actions of August

1950. Perhaps someday some of us may

have the opportunity to climb the

Seobuksan again and reminisce at our mon-

ument there.

With the aid of a ROK joint service

honor guard, we placed a wreath at the base

of the great stone monument beside the

road. When Carol Los Banos was invited to

place a single, long stemmed chrysanthe-

mum at the monument, stouthearted men

from our old outfit grew misty-eyed know-

ing that here was where “Freddy” took the

bullet that would paralyze him from the

waist down. After Carol, each veteran fol-

lowed to place his own flower tribute—also

a single, long stemmed chrysanthemum

presented by two very sharp ROK sailors

from the honor guard—and to offer a

solemn salute.

On our return to Pusan we stopped to

visit the ROK Navy base at Chinhae on the

Bay of Masan. While we were informed

there would be a military review in our

honor we were unprepared for the magnifi-

cent event planned by the ROK Navy: it

turned out the entire ROK Naval Academy

in full dress uniform to greet us!

At the base headquarters we were wel-

comed by Vice Admiral Suh Young-Kil, the

Academy Superintendent, and his staff.

Carol, and a few others from our group, met

privately in the Admiral’s office where he

gave a small speech and presented each of

us a gift as a token of his appreciation. In

staff cars we then proceeded to the parade

ground where the regiment of cadets stood

in splendid formation, and on the large

reviewing stand the rest of our group await-

ed our arrival.

When it was time to troop the line,

Admiral Suh invited Carol and Colonel

Henry Furuya, our group leader, to stand

beside him in a black, late model Hyundai

convertible automobile. Later, in his

remarks to the cadets, Admiral Suh spoke

of the valor of the 5th RCT at Seobuksan,

and of the sacrifices of Freddy Los Banos

and the other “Korean War Veterans from

Hawaii (our Mainland buddies included)

who helped save his country’s freedom.

Throughout our visit we would hear the

same sincere expression of gratitude from

government officials, and from the com-

mon people themselves. As the cadet regi-

ment passed in review we knew we were

witnessing a military formation as good as

our military academies back home. In

appearance, stature, and execution the men

and women of the cadet regiment were

superb. It was also thrilling to hear the

entire formation sing their national anthem,

aptly led by their robust Superintendent

from the reviewing stand, when honors

were presented during the review.

Later, as we boarded our buses to leave

the area, the entire regiment returned to the

parade ground to form an honor guard for

Veterans Visit Korea 50 Years After the War

To view the tombstones and
markers where freedom fight-
ers from 16 UN member
nations rest today is to
remember that freedom really
is not free.
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our departure. As we passed down the ranks

all hands waved good bye and God’s speed

to each other. Two days after, and about 75

miles north of Seobuksan, we stopped in

the town of Waegwan, the next battle site

on our schedule. Early in the war Waegwan

was a strategic spot in the defense of the

Pusan Perimeter because it sat on the main

route to the port city. In September 1950 the

5th Regimental Combat Team played a key

role in the area’s battle plans. At the

Waegwan war memorial and museum we

found an excellent display on the battles

that raged around this town 50 years ago.

On the outside we located a monument with

“5th Regimental Combat Team” chiseled in

the stone together with the name of our

commander, Colonel John L.

Throckmorton. There we reflected on our

contributions in the capture of Waegwan,

the crossing of the Naktong River, and the

commencement of the UN offensive from

the south. We also proudly remembered

that the 5th RCT nearly destroyed the 3d

North Korean Division in the battle for

Waegwan.

From Seoul we headed north to glimpse

the city of Kaesong from Checkpoint #3 at

Panmunjom. Kaesong, the ancient capital

city of Korea, is in the Communist North

across the DMZ just over the 38th parallel.

A half a century ago, Kaesong was the first

major city we entered in North Korea as

UN forces began the advance to the Yalu

River and the Chinese border. While in

Seoul we also visited the Korean National

Cemetery where we placed a wreath and

burned some incense at the memorial.

Again, the ubiquitous ROK honor guard

was there to provide pomp and solemn

pageantry as government officials gracious-

ly thanked “the Korean War Veterans from

Hawaii for helping to save their country.

One evening at a banquet hosted by the

Korean Veterans Association, we joined

veterans from elsewhere in the U. S., as

well as from other countries, to dine on filet

mignon and to receive the Korean War

Veterans medal from the government.

Generous expressions of thanks for our part

in expelling the Communist North and pre-

serving the freedom of the South Korean

people occupied a large part of the

evening’s program.

A highlight of our visit was at the offi-

cial ceremony to commemorate the 50th

anniversary of the Korean War. On Sunday,

June 25, we were among 10,500 invitees

who assembled at the Korea War Memorial

in Seoul to view the nation’s finest in

demonstrations of military skill and cultur-

al pride, and to hear the president speak.

The Korea War Memorial is a grand struc-

ture that resembles a Roman coliseum. The

main building of concrete and stone is huge

and square, and a viewing platform on one

side opens to a vast arena flanked by long,

narrow, open halls with roofs held up by

free standing columns that rise 40 feet in

the air. The floor of the arena is made of

granite blocks. Pre-ceremony events which

took place on the arena floor included an

Army Chorus, a traditional Korean

music/dancing troupe, a high school band

performance, and a ROK honor guard

demonstration. Every event was marvelous.

But the military honor guard deserves a

spectacular rating as it performed an error

free, silent drill of precise marching and the

manual of arms the likes of which you’ll

not find in many places in the world.

President Kim Dae jung began his

speech by offering to pray “for those who

gave their lives for the defense of our

homeland” and “to all who were hurt phys-

ically and spiritually in the War.” We

prayed, too, for the 867 killed in action and

3,188 wounded in action that our combat

team suffered for the sake of freedom, as

well as for the nearly 1.5 million casualties

from all UN nations combined. In the end

the South Korean President lifted the spirits

of all with his message of hope that peace

and reconciliation with the North may at

last be possible.

My impressions of the people and the

country are positive. I found a benevolent,

industrious, happy people who take tremen-

dous pride in their social, economic, and

political achievements. On the street the

people are courteous and kind, even in the

hubbub of the market place. Anyone who

has been away almost 50 years would

expect the landscape to be different. And it

is. The cities are modern with tall buildings

dominating the skyline, and a very efficient

transportation and communication system

spans the country including well-main-

tained roads and expressways that run

through every town and across the country-

side. South Korea’s recovery from the rav-

ages of the war of the early 1950’s seems

equal to that of the European nations fol-

lowing WWII. The difference, of course, is

that Korea was largely an agrarian society

before with agriculture as its traditional

economy. Rapid industrialization in the last

40 years has allowed the country to catch

up with the rest of the world, and it stands

today ready to take on the Information Age

with confidence. I was, nevertheless, disap-

pointed to find few villages as I remem-

bered them. They seem to have all been

replaced by high rise “big box” tenements

20 stories high that have popped up like

mushrooms on the fringe of cities and

towns everywhere. This, I reasoned, must

be where the farmers live today who care

for the endless fields of rice, melons,

grapes, and other produce that we observed

in our drive through the country.

Agriculture is still as much a passion with

the Koreans as it is a necessity. From our

fleeting inspection through the window of

our bus it looked as though they have put

every available piece of arable land under

cultivation, even the tiny strips of dirt

beside the highway. And it appears the

Koreans are growing all of their own food,

unlike many of the other industrial coun-

tries of the world. I don’t know if this is

true. But I know their watermelons,

oranges, and grapes are the sweetest I’ve

ever tasted.

A comment on Korean driving habits (is

there a lesson here for the rest of us?). In

this country everyone drives fast. And very

close. Cutting in front of another vehicle is

common, and the Korean people seem to

have worked out a protocol that makes the

experience look almost civilized. No one

shakes a fist, stabs a finger in the air, or

yells out of the car window at other drivers.

Horns are not blown either because their

cars are not equipped with them or because

they have been outlawed. Our guides

assured us there is no “road rage” in Korea.

In our week of touring by bus we did not

witness a single accident on the road.

Maybe, I speculate, Koreans believe that

My impressions of the people
and the country are positive.
I found a benevolent, indus-
trious, happy people who
take tremendous pride in
their social, economic, and
political achievements.
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fast, aggressive driving by everyone—

employing Korean rules of the road—will

not only get you to your destination quick-

er but help to prevent accidents! What a

wonderful invention. Finally, to measure

the significance of our visit I recalled that

Napoleon once said “The army is the true

nobility of our country.” If I can trust my

brief look at the ROK military as accurate-

ly reflecting the quality of its entire armed

forces then, like Napoleon’s France, the

Republic of Korea is indeed rich. And

grateful.

(When I was deployed with the 5th RCT to
the Korean War in July 1950, I was an 18
year old corporal, squad leader, and for-
ward observer in the 81 mm Mortar
Platoon of M Company. I returned to the U.
S. a year later. In 1986 I retired as an Army
Colonel after more than 36 years of active
service.)

Trip #2

D. J. Harrington

Synopsis of South Korean Trip, June 2000

First day—Entire day spent getting to

Kansas City, Las Vegas and Los Angeles.

2nd day—Left LA at 2AM, 11-1/2 hour

flight to Seoul. Met by Honor Guard of 20

Korean soldiers in various uniforms.

Breezed thru customs, fly on to Taegu,

about one more hour. Met at Taegu airport

by Korean ladies with kimonos, handing

each of us a bouquet of flowers. Taken to

small, modern hotel on outskirts of Taegu,

by luxury automobile. Later taken to typical

low-table Korean restaurants for lunch and

dinner. Glad to get a shower and into bed.

3rd day—Late breakfast and a lunch at

two different Korean restaurants. Standard

low tables, forks provided for us who are

not handy with chopsticks. Stopped at the

National Archery Range where a competi-

tion was going on. In the evening (after an

excellent steak dinner with wine at the fan-

ciest restaurant in Taegu) we were enter-

tained by a dozen traditional Korean dance

groups, ending at the site of the Naktong

River World Peace Rally, with about 15,000

attending.

4th day—Visited several Korean War

Memorials, one at a point South of the city

where several battles were fought, and

another North of the city where the North

Koreans tried to take the main road and rail-

road approaches to Taegu (the city was

shelled, but never taken). At the Southern

site Bhuddist priests had a ceremony before

an altar laden with food, apparently in

thanks for plenty. This was at Dabudong.

5th day—Had an American breakfast

and lunch at Camp Carroll, a large

American military installation in Taegu. On

this day was commemorated a memorial to

the 45 Americans that the North Koreans

tried to slaughter (with hands tied behind

their backs). Five survived, but only three

are now living, and only two able to travel.

These two, Roy Manring and Fred Ryan,

were brought back to Korea a year ago to

locate the exact site. The new memorial is a

granite plinth inscribed with the names of

all 45 soldiers. These were the real heroes,

fighting against overwhelming odds with

inadequate equipment. The Memorial is

near Waegwan. In the evening we were

invited to a sumptuous buffet at a large

auditorium, and introduced by name.

Governor Choi, head of the Chilgok

Province gave the main address. The last

few days we were driven in a bus with

Korean War Veterans banner in English and

Korean. Every where we went the street

crowds broke into spontaneous applause

and bows.

6th day—This was the day of the main

Peace Conference. After an American

breakfast and a Korean lunch, and a little

time for souvenir shopping, we were served

a quick Korean supper (corn on the cob

available!) and then given front-row seats.

In front of a crowd estimated at 35,000 we

were introduced on stage (another bouquet

of flowers!) and then entertained by a ladies

choral group, a symphony orchestra, a tenor

and soprano singing Italian opera selec-

tions, and at last (for the benefit of young

Korean kids) several rock groups, ending

with a fireworks display!

7th day—We were driven Eastward

about 35 miles to the largest Bhuddist

Shrine in South Korea. This is very large,

and about as peaceful a place as you could

imagine. It is called the PULGUSKA

shrine, and is located at Kyongju. We also

visited a handcraft colony where you could

buy beautiful souvenirs. In the evening,

(after another Korean meal) we were

brought to the Governor’s conference

room, and given a chance to make remarks

and show our thanks for the royal treat-

ment. The general sentiment was that the

people of South Korea had shown much

more gratitude in one week than our own

country had in fifty years.

8th day—A long one. We arose at 4 AM

local time for a 1 1/2 hour drive to the

Taegu airport. The Koreans had presented

us with two ceremonial drums in boxes of

about one cubic foot each (just what you,

need when traveling by air). After about 8

hours from rising, we got on the Seoul-

Chicago 747 airplane, for a 12 1/2 hour

flight.. Fairly comfortable, but not much for

sleeping. We had a quick snack, saw some

documentary movies, followed by lunch,

two fulllength movies, and an excellent din-

ner, served with wine. That left about four

more hours to kill. When the movie screens

were not in use they displayed a flight map

with the plane’s location and flight data. I

remember noticing 38,000 feet and 580

MPH on the way over. Coming back it was

a little lower and slower, the speed reduc-

tion possibly caused by the cold, dense

air—it was -79F when we flew over

Anchorage, Alaska. By the time I got back

to Kimberling City and into my own bed I

had been awake for thirty hours.

I should mention the makeup of our

group—I had planned to meet a friend with

whom I took basic training in Hawaii (a

tough job, but somebody had to do it) and

we had the two survivors from the First

Cav. Div. There were three Filipinos, four

Greeks, three from UK, three from

Holland, a full Colonel from Columbia

(who brought his wife along) a Greek

Colonel and an Ethiopian Major. Also an 81

year old fighter pilot who arrived in Korea

in 1949 to fly freight planes from Japan, but

wound up in an unarmed P-51 flying recon

missions over North Korea. He had also

been to South Korea for the 25th

Anniversary of the War’s start. We called

him the only OLD BOLD fighter pilot! He

is Selden Hickenlooper of Tyler, Tex.

D. J. Harrington, ex-45th Div. 

P 0 Box 791, 

Kimberling City, MO 65686

On this day was commemo-
rated a memorial to the 45
Americans that the North
Koreans tried to slaughter
(with hands tied behind their
backs).
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Trip #3

by John M. Scara

My wife and I recently returned from a

visit to Korea after 46 years. We were

part of KWVA Revisit Program with

Military Historic Tours, Inc. Our reason for

going was more than just reminiscence. I

was with the 7th Infantry Division from

June 1953 to September 1954. I was in S-2

recon section and after the Cease-fire was

transferred into the PX. That’s when I first

met a Katusa named Kyong Choon Lee. I

estimated his age around 16 years old. We

nicknamed him Joe.

He possessed a great sense of humor

with a smile that won you over. I soon dis-

covered he was a very special person eager

to learn about America and my family.

English lessons soon became part of our

routine and he became my shadow for the

next 15 months. He was like a kid brother

who wanted to go everywhere. Soon it was

time to rotate and before I left he gave me a

gold ring to give to my wife. Our parting

was sad and we promised to write to each

other.

He wrote shortly after I arrived home. I

answered but my letter was returned

marked unknown. He wrote again and for

some reason my letters never reached him

as they always returned marked unknown.

He wrote and sent pictures and I went to the

Korean Consulate in New York City but

could never communicate with him. After 2

years the letters stopped. I went on with my

life raising a family but always carried that

with me.

Through the KWVA program and the

help of our tour guide George Malone we

discovered Joe had passed away 3 years

ago. He did have a brother in Seoul and

they supplied his phone number. When we

arrived I had an interpreter call his brother

to see if he had a wife and children and by

the grace of God they were located near our

hotel. We invited them to the hotel for din-

ner. The excitement was unbelievable when

his family arrived including grandchildren.

Since we were both unsure if we had the

right man I held a picture of Joe in my hand

and his beautiful wife approached me with

a picture in hers and they matched.

Emotions ran high and we cried and

laughed at the same time. We were invited

to their home and presents were exchanged

and they even made a video copy for me of

his sixtieth birthday party which is a special

in Korea.

Since our return we communicate with

them on a regular basis and they have sent

us beautiful Korean costumes. We now

refer to them as our family in Korea and

hope to return again in 2003 for the final

celebration.

John M. Scara

410 Liberty Court

Deerfield Beach, Fl. 33442

(If you plan to submit for publication,
please keep your trip reports short and
informative. 
Photos would be nice. I will print a few
select future trips in upcoming issues.
Please type. The above 3 trips were special.
Editor.) 

“We Called It War”

A book about one man’s rifle pla-
toon against the Chinese and North

Korean Communists in the Korean

War. This is a book that tells it like it

was on the battlefront of Korea.

To order, send $11.95 plus $2.50 

for S & H to:

Denzil Batson

158 Brooks Street

Republic, MO 65738

You may order by phone at: 

417-732-7423 or email at:

BatsonDenz@aol.com
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Tell us about your plans

There are many fine veterans organizations that are working

on reunions and group trips to attend the commemoration events

that will be held in Korea. Though we cannot organize reunions

or group trips ourselves, we can help spread the word about your

plans. Please let us know the “who, what, when, where” on your

reunion or group trip and we can list the basics on our web site.

Please provide a point of contact for the event, so that other vet-

erans know who to contact. If your veterans group has a section

on a web site involving a reunion or group trip, you can provide

that information also. Since we are a government agency, we can-

not recommend any commercial agencies, so we cannot list

“Mary’s Military Tours of Korea, Incorporated,” etc. Please

email the information to: <kw50ann@usfk.korea.army.mil.> Our

regular mailing address is: 50th AKWC, PSC 303 Box 90, APO

AP 96204.

�

96th Field Artillery Bn. Assn. is still looking for members

that served in Korea from Sept. 1950 - July 1958. We have over

300 members located and our Assn. is active with reunions bian-

nually. For information please contact Arnold Anderson, HC83

Box 116A, Custer, SD 57730. Tel: 605-673-6313

�

Looking for sailors whose ship was sunk or damaged in the

Korean War 1950-1953. Purpose - A book of individual or ship

stories of that event with photos if possible. Contact Mr. Ron

Bennett, 2126 Benson Avenue, Apartment 4D, Brooklyn, NY

11214. Telephone 718-266-7484 or e-mail ronmar@jps.net

�

I am looking for ways of contacting Korean War Veterans who

may have been at the USO shows during that war. Contact

Scott Gray Dezorzi at e-mail <LSSdi@aol.com> Tel: 919- 387-

7397

�

Looking for any members from U. S. S. Apache ATF67 for

the period January 1952 thru October 31, 1954. Being an 18 year

old boy, I learned a lot from the people I knew while serving my

time in the U. S Navy. If interested in contacting me, I can be

reached by calling 1-904-734-8011, or writing to: Ross Kramer

2085 Central Parkway DeLand, FL 32724-3108

�

Looking for Info About My Uncle, I have not much informa-

tion at this time, but will pass on what I know as fact. Name:

Robert J Sipes, Jr. SN: RA15381781 Pvt Army Bullitt,

Kentucky 01 Dec 1950 Killed in Action as documented with the

Army. Remains tentatively identified as my uncle’s were tem-

porarily interred it the UN Military Cemetery in N Korea near

Pyongyang, north of the 38th Parallel. This came out of a letter

dated 15 March 1951 from the Chief, Memorial Division. The

letter had a reply reference number of “QMGMF 293”. In August

of 1953, the same reference number was used in a letter from the

new Chief, Memorial Division. This letter basically speaks to the

end of the Korean War and the Armistice Agreement. At that

time, the Army knew that remains existed and needed to be

recovered, but was unsure of the time frame for recovery. The let-

ter went on to say that recovered remains were to be sent to the

Army Mortuary in Kokura, Japan. I believe he served in the 7th

Cav Division until his death. That is about as much as I know to

be factual. I have access to a few hand written letters from my

uncle and one very touching letter from his platoon Sgt, written

a month after my uncle’s death. I don’t know the platoon Sgt’s

name, as it was hand written and unclear. My grandparents

stayed in touch with the Sgt and his family for several years after

the war. I think it helped them deal with the loss. I wish more

than anything I could get my uncle back to the states. My grand-

parents died broken hearted, and now my remaining aunts and

uncle are approaching retirement age. I would like to give them

something positive (about my uncle) to reflect on in their retire-

ment years. Any help or guidance is greatly appreciated. LT

Smith at E-mail <Stephen.Smith2@Gunter.AF.mil> 

�

Looking for a great uncle who served in the Korean War.

Royal Edgel Williams, born in March 1925. I believe that he

was wounded during the war. Any help will be appreciated.

Contact Sandy Hayne at 304-776-4317 or email

DHayne7702@aol.com.

�

Former Marine Ken Shattwell, 25725 Segundo Ct., San

Bernardino, CA 92404, would like to hear from anyone who

served with 1st Lt. H. A. Smith, Company Commander of D/2/5

- 1st Div. on September 24, 1950, on Hill #90 outside of Seoul,

Korea, where he was KIA and received the Navy Cross. 

�

Seeking information from anyone who may have known my

brother, Corporal Glenwood C. Helman, RA 13352882, He

was assigned to A Co., 9th Inf. Regt., 2nd Inf. Div. and was cap-

tured by Chinese forces during the Division’s run through the

gauntlet in the Battle of Ch’ongch’on River, Nov. 28-30,1950.

He spent some time as a POW in Camp 5, and reportedly died on

or about Jan. 19, 1951. My address is: Thelma A. Keister, PO

Box 67, Seltzer, PA, 17974-0067 or e-mail <tak1@ptd.net>

�

Hello My name is Clarence (Joe) Wolcott. I live in Waverly,

NE. I served in the U.S. Army from 1951-1954. I left the Army

as a Staff Sgt and served in the 7th Div., l7th Inf. Regt. I was on

Punch Bowl Hill, Jane Russel Hill, Old Baldy (or Million Dollar

Hill), and Porkchop Hill. I would like to contact some service-

men who served with me. I am fighting Diabetes at this time and

in the last 2 years have lost both legs to the disease, so am not

extremely mobile to be able to access much other than through

the internet. I know my time on this great land of ours is limited

and I would appreciate anything you can do to help me in my

searching. I also have tragically lost all of my medals and ribbons

that were awarded to me and would like to know if there is any

way of getting these replaced to be able to enjoy during my time

left and to leave to my family and sons. Contact Joe Wolcott at e-

Looking for...



January/February, 2001 Page 53

mail address <KATT4433@aol.com>

�

Looking for a Korean veteran by the name of Ernest

Southgate. I would like to find out if he is living and if so would

like his address. I’m writing this for my Brother-In-Law, Lou

Polumbo who would like to get in touch with Ernest. Ernest

Southgate is an African American, was in the Air Force as a 1st.

Sergeant in Korea. The time was about July 1950 and was there

about 6 months to a year. Lou Polumbo later saw him in May-

July 1952 and he was with the Food Service Squadron in the Air

Force. Contact Larry Ferrari at e-mail address

<LFma1415@aol.com>

�

I am trying to locate an old army buddy, Jesus “Jesse”

Sanchez, who served with me at Camp Cooke, California in

1950. His last known address was 500 Glass Street, Los Angeles,

California,, and he was in the 82nd Airborne. Please contact

Stanley D. Salazar, 1111 New Street, Santa Paula, CA 93060

�

I am searching for members of Co. K, 38th Inf Regt., 2nd

I.D. Korea 1953-54 for upcoming reunion in 2001. Contact

Leonard Glenn, 920 Rexdale Dr. Nashville, TN. 37217-1715 or

E-Mail <LANDMGL@AOL.COM>

�

I would like to hear from any of my buddies that served with

the 98th QM Service Bn. in Korea during 1950 and 1951 under

Col. Hall and Capt. Nicholas. Sgt. Dill, Cpl. Harold Bird, or Cpl.

Mike Gibson and Cpl. Billy Davis. My phone number is 352-

489-9580 and my email address is <spardor@prodigy.net>

Mailing address is Sparky Hall, 1591 E. Sheridan Lane,

Hernando, Florida, 34442.

�

I would like to locate some buddies that served with me with

the 24th Inf. Div., 19th Inf. Regt., Co. B, stationed in Beppu,

Japan, and in July 1950 sent to Korea. I would like to locate any-

body that would know the whereabouts of Ernest Melzer, Bobby

C Hunter, Jean Paul Giroux and Ernie Dilling. Ernie was with me

the day I was wounded and helped me to get back to the aid sta-

tion. If it wasn’t for him I may not have made it back. If anybody

has any information on these men please contact Dick Hubbard,

5524 Chateau Lane, Bradenton. FL 34207 or e-mail

<DickHub@aol.com> Tel: 941-751-4675

�

Looking for Floyd Bennett Field (N.A.S. N.Y.) buddies,

Jack Greenspan, Lenny Kastenbaum, Joel Landau and Walter

Heffernan, who then served aboard the USS Bon Homme

Richard CV31 from 1950 - 1952. Also seeking Bernie Hurwitz

from Los Angeles, the Heckle to my Jeckle. My Name at that

time was Philip (Buddy) Itzkowitz. Contact: Philip Cowitt, 7595

Baymeadows Circle West #2714, Jacksonville, FL 32256, Tel:

904-739-0202

�

Looking for shipmates of my father, William (Baldy)

Balduff. He was aboard the USS Boyd DD-544. He served from

1951-55. Unit com des ron 151. He was an engineman 2nd class.

Contact Kelly Wechter at e-mail address Wawa2991@aol.com

�

Members of the USS Eversole DD789 Association are look-

ing for the following shipmates who served during the Korean

war: Robert Hurley; Russell (Keith) Whitely; Luke Frye; Royce

Mullen. Contact e-mail address <Okjonga@aol.com>

�

I am looking for Lt. Ray Schultz 27th Inf. Regt., 25th Inf.

Div., 1950 -51 Contact Ed Howard at <EdQwest@webtv.net> 

�

I am looking for a buddy who served with me in Korea. I need

help in establishing the time I served in Korea. I served in Korea

September 1951 to October 1952. Contact Stanley W.

Borvsiewics, 7109 Bornr Road, Apartment 5A, Navgatuck, Ct.

06770 or E-mail at <Airborn1st@juno.com>

�

Looking for my old pal Sgt. Dan R. Nuich who served with

me in Korea Oct. 51 to Oct. 52 with “C” Co., 79th Engr. Bn. APO

301. We lost contact after our return to the states on the “Marine

Lynx” troop transport early Oct. 1951 at Seattle, WA. Contact

Larry Barulli, 38 East 46 Street, Apartment 2, Bayonne, NJ.

07002. 

�

I served with the 71st Sig. Bn., 59th Sig. Co., AGL Team 11

near Chunchon, Korea 1953. Photo shows individuals I would

like to contact. My best memory recalls the names left to right -

Brubaker, Ron McKenna, Lynch, Sgt. Lou Fuentes (SP). Contact

Ron McKenna, P.O. 29, N. Chili, NY 14514 -0029

�

Dear Friend and Veteran of History: We seek any and all KW

poetry and permission to use it. Author retains copyright. Submit

as many as you wish. All will be published by the NJPS Project

Member, when sufficient verse by Korean War Vets or kin is

71st Sig. Bn., 59th Sig. Co., AGL Team 11 near Chunchon, Korea 1953
(left to right): Brubaker, Ron McKenna, Lynch, Sgt. Lou Fuentes (SP).



Page 54 The Graybeards

received. Spread the word to local and national contacts.

Anthology profit, ALL, will be used to flower-decorate-plus, the

NJ Korean War Memorial sited at Atlantic City. If desired, a line

caption of unit served with, area of Korea, and I.D.’s personal

combat photos to accompany your verse. Send Korean War poet-

ry to New Jersey Poetry Society, Inc. Attn: Victor P. Rizzo,

Project Member, 110 Fieldboro Drive, Lawrenceville, NJ 08648-

3613 Tel: 609-883-0101 or E-Mail: trizzo@voicenet.com

�

Looking for anyone First Winter Punch Bowl, 25th Div., 35

Rgt., C Co. Contact Charles Kelly Sheets, 1364 East Mitchell

Drive, Phoenix, AZ 85014

�

Looking for anyone having any contact with Chaplain Capt.

Emil Kaplan either as a POW or otherwise. Contact Archdiocese

for the Military Services P.O. Box 4469, Washington, D.C.

20017-0469

�

Looking for anyone who served with me in Korea in 1946 to

1948 in the 35th Truck Co. in Seoul. Also, People in the 7th

Regt., 3rd Inf. Div. Either in A or D Co. in 1950 - 1951. Contact

John P. Kiernan, 62 Mc Couns Lane, Oyster Bay, NY 11771-

3106

�

Looking for information concerning father-in-law (now

deceased), Cleveland LeRoy Hunt. Korean War Veteran for-

merly from Houston, TX. Believed to have served as Mortar Man

in Chorwan Area approx 1951-1953. Looking for name of unit

and dates of Korean Service. Contact David C. Gummere CWO-

4 USMC (Ret), 11125 Karlin Road, Buckley, MI 49620

�

27th Infantry (Wolfhounds) Historical Society presented a

box of archival materials to the University of Georgia’s Hargarett

Rare Book and Manuscript Library on Nov. 9, 2000. We contin-

ue to solicit Wolfhound letters and diaries written in combat areas

during the 20th century as well as identified photos. We also need

memoirs and artifacts. Mail any of these items to: George W.

Langdale, 125 Orchard Knob Lane, Athens, GA 30605-3427

�

I would like to get in touch with any of the guys that were in

my outfit during Aug. 1950 to Aug. 1951 just to read about what

you have done or what you did. I have some blanks in my mem-

ory from Dec. 31, 1950 to Feb. 1951. I  would like to hear from

Duncan T. Stacy, Hammond Rogers, Davis, Weighman or oth-

ers. What happened December 31, 1950 when we were overran.

M Co., 19th Regt., 24th Inf. Div. Contact Lewis Wright, 14528

Wiley Street, San Leandro, CA .94579

�

I was stationed in Korea April 1953 - Jan. 1954. I was a com-

bat medic hit on July 25, 1953, Berlin Complex (Boulder City).

The 7th and 1st Marines were there. I was with 2nd Div. Army.

After wounds healed I was stationed at the N.K. War Camp #2

Pusan 171st Field Hospital. I was at Freedom Village and the

Freedom Train. We gave them back their POWs and in exchange

we got our U.S. POW troops back. I remember the five 2nd Div.

GI’s killed on July 28. Co. B

and Co. C. God bless the Capt.

and the Lt. who helped me and

my patrol. Contact Dan

Ruscillo, 30 Kensington

Manor, Building 4,

Middletown, NY 10941

�

I am trying to trace the path

of my father-in-law’s service in

Korea. I have little informa-

tion. I found his DD 214. I will

include some of the informa-

tion from that. If anyone could

tell us what it was really like to

be a young West Virginian man in such a far away place as

Korea. My father-in law passed away about 5 years ago. I would

like to gather this information to share with my son his 4 sons and

his daughter (my wife). His name is James Harris King, Btry.

C, 21st AAA AW Bn. Contact Marion D Hutchison III, at e-mail

address <marion3@bright.net>

Dan Ruscillo

Many members have responded to the suggestion to temporarily

help underwrite the cost of publication of The Graybeards by mak-

ing voluntary contributions. This issue is still being printed consider-

ing cost restraints and due to change of printer and mailer we have

been able to continue to reduce the cost per issue and also try to

upgrade your newsletter. 

Your heartening response has made this step possible. Hopefully

we will be able to restore our newsletter to a higher quality with other

desired changes in subsequent issues. Members please continue to

respond by sending your contribution to Editor KWVA, or Treasurer

KWVA marked: Support of Graybeards. Every donation will be

recognized in the magazine. Those that do not respond for any reason

are still valued members, for your dues also contribute to the printing

of our newsletter. 

Names listed came from those wishing to support KWVA by

donations for: The Graybeards, “Looking For,” “Reunions,” and “In

Memory of.” At the time of publication the following names of

donors and “Memorials” have been reported to The Graybeards and

are listed as follows:

Members & Friends
Baldovi, L.
Becker, J.
Belcher, J.
Bell, D.
Bozzone, R.
Broderick, R.
Brown, R.
Calabria, J.
Chilcott, T.
Cloman, J.
Cook, K.
Coon, H.
De Young, L.
Grudt, D.
Goacher, D.
Haas, V.
Hackler, N.

Hoelker, J.
House, E.
Hudson, C. Dr.
Jantos, E.
Killmeyer, D.
Krepps, V.
Kriszat, F.
Kronenberger, J.
Lovekamp, D.
Metz, D.
Murphy, W.
Pendergast, T.
Peschi, E.
Rutter, R.
Saeger, H.
Saldana, Sr. A.
Severns, N.
Sheets, K.

Sonsalla, D.
Thurston, D.
Van Kleef, J.
Wahlhaupter, W
Wainwright, M.
Wiedhahn, W.
Zierk, D.
Organizations:
Central L I Chapter
Maryland Chapter 
NW Ohio Chapter 
Western NY Chapter
96th FA BN. Assn.
501st ASA Korea 
In Memory of:
Jerry Guerrise 
(By S. J. Cassati)

Thanks for Supporting The Graybeards
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25th Div., 27th Inf. Reg., “Love” Co., – Wolfhounds

IImmaaggeess  ooff  KKoorreeaa
I was in Korea from March 1951 to December 1, 1951. I
was in 25th Div, 27th Inf. Regt. “Love” Co. Wolfhounds. I feel
the Graybeards needs a few things about our unit. 
I participated in a boxing match.  The year was 1951, do not
remember month.  But I do remember the weather was
warm.

Hollin (left) and Mitchell, August 1951.

Picifco, Seamese and Pepe

Harvey (left) and Evans, March 1951.

Ray Russomasso (left) and Joseph (?).

Hollin (left) and Alexander Pepe 

Photos by Alexander D. Pepe

(Thank you Alexander for photos and other items. The scanning and printing of the Wolfhound  Song

and newspaper articles would make for good reading but the quality would take hours to scan or

retype. I will more then likely return all to you when they come back from printer in Florida as soon

as I can. Editor.) 

Michael  Sumba.  When I
reached Korea, then
assigned to this unit,
Michael was my first
buddy who told me what
to do.  For he was in
Korea 10 months and had
2 months to go before
they shipped him home.
For 2 months we became
good friends.

Update 

Korea Revisit 
By Warren Wiedhahn Chairman, KWVA
Revisit Program, Pusan - Inchon - Seoul -
“Chosin” 1950
Dear fellow veterans: 

First let me wish all of you and your fam-

ilies a very Happy New Year. When I think

of where we were, and what we were doing

fifty years ago, I recognize how very fortu-

nate we are. Many of us were in hospitals, in

POW camps or heavily engaged in combat

with the Chinese and North Koreans. We

have a lot to be thankful for as we look back

to those dark days of the Korean War. 

My report will be relatively short this

month since we have not received the 2001

Revisit Quotas from KVA Seoul yet . This is

not unusual since we have usually received

them around the middle of January. When

received, those who have registered to

return will be personally advised of your

options based on your registration dates. 

Please be reminded, that the REVISIT

KOREA program does not always coincide

with the official ROK and USFK 50th

Anniversary Commemorations. The Revisit

Korea program was established by the ROK

government over 25 years ago to express

their gratitude to all veterans of the Korean

War and to show them the bountiful results

of the veterans sacrifices. There is a finite

amount of money appropriated by the ROK

government for this program each year and,

obviously, there is not enough money to pay

the way for all veterans desiring to partici-

pate. 

The program is administered extremely

well by the Korean Veterans Association in

Seoul. We should be receiving our quotas

from them soon. 

In conclusion, the recent talks between

our country and North Korea have born a lot

of progress. We are informed that their will

be two returns to the Chosin (Changjin)

Reservoir area of North Korea this summer

to look for remains. General Ray Davis and

I are meeting with the DOD POW/MIA

offices in Washington on January 19th to

determine more details. We will advise you

in the March - April issue of this magazine. 

My sincere regards, 

Warren Wiedhahn, 

KWVA Revisit Coordinator
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Korean War Article

The package contained a custom made medallion to be pre-

sented by the President of the United States in a Rose Garden cer-

emony. A few phone calls assured that it had indeed been sent out

on time. But the shipper erroneously sent the package by standard

delivery rather than overnight; the morning of the ceremony, the

medallions were on a truck somewhere in the Midwest. 

The client, a member of the Secret Service, had given up. But

Chip Forbes, president of C. Forbes, Inc., was just getting started.

Feverishly working the phones, Forbes convinced the manufac-

turer to strike a replacement medallion in record time. 

After talking to several airlines, Forbes booked flights through

Green Bay, WI and Chicago, IL, even talking to the airline bag-

gage carrier as he retrieved the package and raced to catch the

connecting flight. The Secret Service picked up the package at

Reagan National in time for the scheduled presentation. 

Just another day for C. Forbes, Inc., which has emerged as a

leader in providing gift, award, and commemorative services for

government and military offices. 

An Eyewitness to History

Through what Forbes describes as a fortunate path, his com-

pany has enjoyed the opportunity to assist in commemorating a

number of historical events. C. Forbes, Inc. has provided com-

memorative services for the 50th Anniversary of the Central

Intelligence Agency, the 50th Anniversary of NATO, and the

Army War College Centennial, among others. 

Yet Forbes considers his work with the 50th Anniversary of the

Korean War to be among his most treasured memories. Forbes

was particularly moved by Secretary of Defense William S.

Cohen’s speech during the 50th Anniversary Ceremony in

Washington last June. In the blistering summer sun, Sec. Cohen

paid tribute to the veterans of a war that has been too little remem-

bered. 

“I can remember Sec. Cohen saying, ‘We must never forget

this conflict and the price paid by the soldiers who fought and

served in the war.’ It was a very eloquent and moving tribute,”

said Forbes. 

The 50th Anniversary of the Korean War

The program created by C. Forbes, Inc., in association with the

50th Anniversary of the Korean War Commemorative

Committee, echoes Sec. Cohen’s sentiments. Items were selected

for their ability to breathe life into the mem-

ories of those touched by the Korean War. 

“When I do things like this,” notes

Forbes, “I think about the significance of the

program, the people involved, and how

much recognition of the event means to

those who are a part of the piece. I always

strive to find something of high quality that

people can put their arms around and hold,

and remember a piece of history.”

Thus, the program includes hand-sculpt-

ed coins and medallions, which historically

have been used to honor and recognize

American soldiers, a tradition that continues to this day. Each coin

and medallion bears the 50th Anniversary of the Korean War seal

on one side, and a strikingly detailed depiction of a American

solider on the other side. Each piece carries the fabled words

“Freedom is not free.”

Forbes expressed enthusiasm in particular for two pieces – a

replica of the pen used by General Mark W. Clark in signing the

Armistice Agreement, and a framed portrait design of the Korean

War Memorial. 

Creating the commemorative Parker pen was quite a challenge

for C. Forbes, Inc. “So many things had to be pulled together,”

mused Forbes, citing the re-creation of the Parker pen (the origi-

nal is no longer sold), the design of a custom cherry wood box,

and even Gen. Clark’s signature. “We had to go to the National

Archives to obtain a copy of the General’s signature from the

original document he signed.”

The idea for the framed photograph collection sprung from a

meeting Forbes had with the official photographer of the Korean

War Memorial. Encased in a cherry wood shadow box, the piece

includes a historical text, two mounted 50th Anniversary of the

Korean War Commemorative Coins, and two spectacular scenes

at the Memorial. 

Forbes credits the photography for creating a truly memorable

item. “More than any other picture, the panoramic photos cap-

tured the feel and look of the Memorial.” Forbes notes with inter-

est that most veterans have been drawn to the snow scene,

remembering how cold it was in Korea. 

With offices in Virginia and North Carolina, the C.Forbes, Inc.

enterprise provides extensive services for both public and private

clients, but Forbes prefers the opportunity to work on projects like

the 50th Anniversary of the Korean War. Forbes particularly cher-

ishes his meetings with Korean War veterans and their loved ones. 

At the opening ceremony in June, Forbes met a number of

children and grandchildren of veterans. “I remember two little

girls, about nine years old, whose grandfather had recently passed

away. He had proudly served in the Korean War, and the girls pur-

chased two lapel pins in memory of their ‘Paw-paw.’ It was a

moment I will not forget.”  

(See C. Forbes advertisement on page 41—Editor.)

C. Forbes, Inc
The Making of Memories

Graybeards for Sale
Back issues:

� Mar-Apr 1996 � Sept-Oct, 1999 � Nov-Dec 2000

� July-Aug 1999 � Sept-Oct 2000 � Jan-Feb 2001

Only 1 each available in back issues, current and last issue can be ordered in multiple quantities.
These issues are limited so get your order in early. $1 per copy plus $3.95

postage Make your check to KWVA National and state in message or note on check

“For Back Issues.” I suggest minimum orders of 7 issues. Mix your issues as you

want. Send your orders to Editor. See address on page 2. Response has been very

good for back-issue orders and  has necessitated revising this message. Please check

above listing for availability before ordering.
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Background

The Korea Revisit program was begun by
the Korean Veterans Association (KVA, Seoul)
in 1975, the 25th Anniversary year of the out-
break of the Korean War, to express their grat-
itude to veterans of the Korean War and to
show them the bountiful results of their sacri-
fices and devotion.

KVA Eligibility

A. Korean War veterans and/or war corre-
spondents of the 21 nations which came to the
assistant of the Republic of Korea between
June 25, 1950 and July 27, 1953.

B. Immediate family member of those
killed in action in the Korean War.

Note: You are eligible to take a spouse or one
immediate descendant with you. (Not a sister,
brother, companion or friend.)

The family member must be housed in the
same hotel room with you in Seoul.
(Descendants must be over 18).

Privileges Extended Courtesy of KVA

A. Hotel accommodations (2 persons per
room), meals, tours, and transportation while
in Korea for 6 days and 5 nights.

B. Tour of Seoul and its vicinity: itinerary

includes visits of Panmunjom, North Korean
Invasion Tunnels, Korean War Memorial
Monument, National Cemetery, National
Museum, Korean Folk Village, Korean War
Museum, plus other cultural/industrial facili-
ties and activities in the Seoul area. (Other
tours of battles sites and/or Inchon may be
made through the local tour guide).

C. A special reception and dinner hosted by
the President of the Korean Veterans
Association (KVA) during which the Korean
War Medal and Certificate of Ambassador for
Peace will be awarded to each veteran. (Who
have not received it before!).

Miscellaneous

A. The KVA Revisit Program privileges are
provided for scheduled groups only.

B. Participants are required to be in posses-
sion of a valid passport. (A visa is not required
for visits to Korea of 15 days or less.)

C. KVA (Seoul) is not responsible for any
loss of, or damage to personal or other items,
medical expenses, injuries, or loss of life due
to any accident of whatever nature during the
revisits. Trip insurance is available and recom-
mended.

D. The cost of the airline ticket must be
borne by each individual visitor who will fly
with the group.

E. Applications will be received/accepted
on a “First-come, First-serve” basis.

Note: If you have previously accepted an offi-
cial KVA (Seoul) Revisit tour from any spon-
soring association or group) - you are not cur-
rently eligible to participate again. The reason
for this is obvious; there are many veterans
that have not gone before so, they get their
“first right of return!” KVA Seoul now has all
former revisit returnees in a computer data-
base, so please don’t try and beat the system.
We may not know it, and submit your name to
KVA (Seoul), only to have it rejected. This
could cause embarrassment for all of us, as
well as, create a delay that could cause a
bonafide Korean War veteran to miss the
opportunity.

F. Those desiring to use frequent flier miles
(or other means of “Free” air transportation)
will be required to pay a $ 100.00 (per person)
administrative processing fee. Caution: Not
traveling with the KWVA group air contract,
can result in much higher Post Tour costs to
China and other Pacific locations!

Background and Eligibility - Official Korean Veterans Association KVA (Seoul) Revisit Program

APPLICATION FOR KWVA REVISIT TOURS
KVA (Seoul) Revisit Purpose: “To express the gratitude of the Korean Government towards Korean War Veterans of the
United States who took part in the Korean War from June 25, 1950 to July 27, 1953.” (Eligibility below).

VETERAN’S PERSONAL HISTORY (Please print or type)

Veteran’s Name: __________________________________________________Date of Birth:_____________ Sex: ______

KWVA Membership # ______________Expiration Date: ________________

Name of family member and relationship: ____________________Date of Birth: _____________________ Sex: ______

Address: __________________________City: ________________State: ____Zip Code: __________

Home Phone: ______________________Work Phone: Fax: _________________

Veteran’s Soc Sec # ______________________Family member’s Soc Sec # ______________________

Have you previously received the Korean War Medal from the Korean Veterans Assn in Seoul, Korea?   � No     � Yes

Have you received the medal elsewhere? If so, where? ______________________________________Date ____________

VETERAN’S MILITARY BIOGRAPHY

Branch of Service: __________________________Service Number: __________________________

Period of Service in Korean War, from:______________ (Month/Year Arrived)    to   _______________(Month/Year Departed)

Unit Assigned: ____________________________Location of Unit: ______________________________________________

Rank Achieved in Korea: ____________________Highest Rank Achieved: ____________________

Personal Military Decorations: ____________________________________________________________________________

� I hereby certify that I have never previously accepted a KVA (Seoul) Revisit Tour. or
� I have previously accepted and participated in an Official KVA (Seoul) Revisit Tour in (Date). __________________

I am requesting my name be submitted for a waiver to participate in the 50th Anniversary Revisit Tours in the years 2001-2003.

Veteran’s Signature: ________________________________________________________________Date ________________

Please complete and mail, with deposit of $250 per person, (check or money order), made out to Military Historical Tours. (This
deposit is fully refundable at anytime and for any reason, since there are more applicants than the limited amount of Revisit space
available.) KWVA Revisit Program, c/o Military Historical Tours, Inc., Attn: George Malone, 4600 Duke Street, Suite 420
Alexandria, VA 22304, 703-212-0695   Fax 703-212-8567.

Please check month and year of desired revisit tour: 

Month: � April    � June    � Sept.    � Nov.                             Year:   � 2001     � 2002    � 2003 
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Proposed Commemorations  of the 50th Anniversary of the Korean War

Purpose
☯ Identify, thank and honor the veterans of the Korean War, their fami-

lies, especially those that lost loved ones.
☯ Recognize and remember the Prisoners of War (POW) and Missing in

Action (MIA).– POWs: 7,140; Returned to Military Control: 4,418;
Died in Captivity: 2,701; Refused to return: 21) 
☯ Recognize the contributions of women and minorities to their Nation

during the Korean War.
☯ Provide the American public with a clearer understanding and appre-

ciation of the lessons, history, and legacy of the Korean War and the
military’s contributions to the Nation in maintaining world peace and
freedom through preparedness and engagement.
☯ Remember United Nations forces engaged in preserving the peace,

freedom and  prosperity of the Republic of Korea and strengthen the
bonds of friendship and relationships throughout the world focusing on
the 22 countries that fought as Allies.

Commemorative Community Program
☯ States, Military and civilian communities, and civic and patriotic

organizations will be requested to become Commemorative
Communities to assist a Grateful Nation in thanking and honoring vet-
erans in their home towns (to include hospitals, retirement centers,
nursing homes, etc.), and supporting schools in teaching the history of
this era. 

For ordering Program Details contact: Department of Defense, 50th
Anniversary of the Korean War, Commemoration Committee,1213
Jefferson Davis Hwy, Ste 702, Arlington, VA 22202-4303 Tel: 703-604-
0831 Fax: 703-604-0833. 

Web Site: KOREA50.ARMY.MIL

Proposed Entitlements
☯A certificate signed by the Secretary of Defense designating your state,

county, town, organization or group as an official “Korean War
Commemorative Community.”
☯An official 50th Anniversary of the Korean War commemorative flag

and leader lapel pin.
☯ Informational and educational materials pertaining to the Korean War,

including maps, posters, fact sheets and a historical chronology.
☯ Authorization to use the 50th Anniversary logo on your letterhead,

magazines, newsletters, and for other purposes.
☯ The “Korean War Dispatch,” a quarterly newsletter and a source of

official information on Korean War Commemorative events.

Find a supporter or one that shows interest – then order.

United States of America
Commemoration of the 50th Anniversary of the Korean War

Planned Events 2000
Date Event Location Lead

Feb 15 Victory at Chipyong-Ni Ceremony  Ft. Lewis, WA 23rd RCT, 2nd ID

Feb 22-23 Symposium Cold War Reconnaissance Bolling AFB Bolling AFB 

Mar 7 Han River Assault Ft. Lewis, WA Ft. Lewis AUSA

April 18 UN Participation Pusan, South Korea (UNCMAC) USFK 

May 17 CCf Spring Offensive Ft. Lewis, WA Ft. Lewis AUSA

May 24 Battle of Chipyong-ni Philadelphia, PA 2nd ID Assoc.

Sun-May 27 National Memorial Day Concert Capitol Hill (West Lawn)  MDW (US Congress)

Mon-May 28 Memorial Day Breakfast & Wreath Laying Wash DC WH/ANC/KWM MDW

May (TBA) America Salutes Korean War Veterans  (TBA) USO Show (CC) 

June 9 Battle of the Punchbowl Yongsan, South Korea (EUSA) USFK 

June 25-29 PACAF/Korean Air War Symposium Hickam AFB, HI AF/HO 

July 23 African American KWV Commemorations ANC (CC)

July 27 Korean War Veterans Memorial Ceremony   Korean War Memorial, DC KWVA/KWVF

July 27 Armistice Commemoration UWVC Staten Island, NY UWVA of NYC 

Aug 18 Battle of the Outposts, Punchbowl, Bloody and Heartbreak Ridges Camp Red Cloud, S. K. 2nd ID USFK 

Aug 18 Battle of Bloody Ridge Battery Park, NY UWVA of NYC 

Aug 18 Battle of the Outposts Battery Park, NY UWVA of NYC 

Sept 13 Battle of Heartbreak Ridge Memorial Concert Central Park, NY UWVA of NYC

Sept (TBA) Joint Meeting of Congress Capital Building, DC (CC)

Nov 11 Veterans Day Breakfast & Wreath Laying Ceremonies White House & ANC MDW

Date (TBA) Full Military Review Ft. Myer, VA (CC)

(As of 1/7/2001. To be updated each issue as required)
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Progress Report–January 2001

Charter Oaks Partners, Tyson Corners,

VA, the company that operates the Factory

Stores at Tuscola shopping mall has

agreed to lease 3000 sq. ft. at no cost to

the Korean War Veterans Museum and

Library. This will allow us to establish a

professional temporary museum and

library.

We will set up exhibits similar to the

way they are in the Korean War Museum,

Seoul, Korea. We will have glass display

cases to display hand guns, rifles, auto-

matic weapons, bazookas, recoilless

rifles, mortars and models of aircraft,

naval vessels and tanks. We will use

mobile platform type displays for .30 cal-

iber air cooled and .50 caliber air cooled

machine guns.

A Korean War veteran from Virginia

has made an offer to donate 1000 sq. ft. of

memorabilia. We have to find a way to

have it transported to Tuscola, IL. Does

anyone have a connection with a trucking

company that might be willing to donate

transportation services to Tuscola, IL.

We will have mannequins to display

the combat dress, uniforms, etc. of the

participating nations. Also, we need actu-

al battlefield maps, photographs, paint-

ings, etc. This will be the start of our

research library.

We would like to thank Charter Oaks

Partners for contributing to our success.

Donations of all types will be appreciated.

Jeremiah G. Crise, CPA/CFSA

1st Vice President, 

Chairperson-Building Committee,

Chairperson-Advisory Committee

Korean War Veterans National Museum and Library

KOREAN WAR VETERANS NATIONAL MUSEUM AND LIBRARY

122 West North Central, P.O. Box 16, Tuscola, IL 61953

Ph: (217) 253-5813  � Fax: (217) 253-9421  � E-mail: kwmuseum@advancenet.net
Web-Site: www.theforgottenvictory.org 

CONVENTION CENTER TILE

The trustees of the Korean War

Veterans National Museum & Library

acquired the first of two 11 acres of

land on January 27th. On February 6,

some 100 Korean War veterans from

six states gathered around the site sign

to have their picture taken. Television

camera crews and area newspaper

reporters swarmed the place, along

with local well-wishers, families and

friends. 

The land is located about 1/4 mile

east of the intersection of Interstate 57

and Route 36 in Tuscola. 

Proceeds from the sale of tiles go

into the building fund to purchase land

and construct the national museum.

Fill out the order form below to pur-

chase a tile in your name or in memo-

ry of a special friend or veteran you

would like to honor.

ORDER FORM

Check appropriate category:                   � $300 -bronze;                � $500 -silver;                       � $1,000 -gold.

Three lines of text as follows (type or print clearly);

(1) __________________________________________________________________________________________________

(19 characters per line, including spaces & hyphens)

(2) __________________________________________________________________________________________________

(31 characters per line, including spaces & hyphens)

(3) __________________________________________________________________________________________________

(31 characters, including spaces & hyphens)

Name, address, phone number of person ordering tile:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Mail check or money order to: Korean War Veterans National Museum & Library, PO Box 16, Tuscola, IL 61953 USA.
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Working quickly now because the

patient’s entire muscular system was para-

lyzed from the anectine, Sam attached the

double, black rubber, accordion-pleated

tubes to the endotracheal tube and pumped

pure oxygen into the lungs with a series of

forceful squeezes on the black bag. He took

the pulse and blood pressure, found them to

be O.K. He filled the balloon at the end of

the endotracheal tube with five cubic cen-

timeters of air from a small syringe to make

an airtight system.

“All set, Bill, you can scrub,” he said to

Ogle as he sat back on his stool. He took

both anesthesia bags again, adjusting the

valves regulating the rates of flow of the

different anesthetic gases. Sweat poured

unheeded down his face and neck and

arms.

Bill grunted as he and I went out to the

scrub tent. “Man, that’s a cool customer we

got in there. He’s been sitting right there

doing that since ten the night before last.

Mechanical man.” “Yeah, a robot. Did you

ever try doing two generals at once? One’s

enough for me.” “No, never tried it.

Wouldn’t have believed it if I hadn’t seen it

with my own eyes.”

The patient had been scrubbed from nip-

ples to mid-thighs, then painted with bright

red merthiolate. A gowned corpsman

draped heavy sheets over the patient as Bill

and I gowned and gloved ourselves. Bill

moved to the patient’s right and I to his left.

The corpsman slapped a scalpel into

Bill’s hand. The scalpel grooved a long red

fine from rib margin to groin, a few inches

to the right of the midline. Sponges daubed,

clamps clicked, catgut flashed into square

knots. Scalpel again and the shining white

fascia split to show the heavy rectus mus-

cles beneath. The handle of the knife and a

finger split the muscles from end to end.

Tissue forceps on the peritoneum,

scalpel to nick it open, Mayo scissors to

widen it. An ugly-looking and foul-

smelling mixture of old dark blood, fresh

red blood, and brown liquid feces poured

onto the drapes as the intestines bulged

through the incision onto the field. “Upper

abdomen first,” Bill said.

With my right hand wielding a cupped

Mayo retractor I lifted the patient’s left rib

cage upward. I slipped my left hand into the

abdomen and pulled down gently on the

colon, exposing the anterior wall of the

stomach and the rest of the contents of the

upper abdomen. Gently, slowly, Bill

explored the entire abdomen while I moved

the retractors just ahead of his searching

eyes and exploring fingers.

Like most surgeons, he talked his way

through the exploration. “Missed the liver

somehow. Stomach’s all right. Colon looks

O.K., the bullet went behind it. Here’s the

hole where it went through the gastrocolic

ligament. Here’s two holes in the jejunum.

Two more in the ileum.”

He ran the entire small bowel carefully

through his fingers. “Two more holes. Two

more. Eight so far. Ten. Saw a guy once

with twenty-three holes and never did find

the bullet or the other hole. Bullet must

have been inside the bowel. Twelve. Guess

that’s it. Let’s have some plain catgut, Vern,

on an intestinal needle, three-oh.”

Vern Toy, the corpsman at the Mayo

table, was already poised with the proper

suture. He always was. Most of our OR

scrubs were every bit as good as their coun-

terparts in civilian hospitals in the States.

One by one Bill placed “purse-string”

sutures around each hole, asked me to tie

them down snugly, then inverted them with

several sutures of fine black silk. He care-

fully ran the bowel again to check for any

missed perforations. Then the circulating

corpsman poured several liters of warm

normal saline into the abdomen and we

sucked it all back out. I mumbled, “The

solution to pollution is dilution.” Everyone

was too tired to laugh.

“Pretty lucky guy at that,” Bill mused.

“Nothing vital hit. Not too much spillage.

The peritonitis will clear in a few days.

He’s gonna be O.K. Let’s close.” The oper-

ation had taken just under an hour.

Another man was brought in from the

holding ward. He too had only one wound,

but a mean one. A large flying fragment

from a mortar or artillery shell had ripped

through his left leg, tearing off all the mus-

cles on the inner and anterior aspect of the

leg from mid-thigh to knee. The bone was

intact but laid bare for a distance of almost

six inches. All the muscles as well as the

main artery, nerve, and veins had been

blown away. The leg below the knee lay

useless on the stretcher, bluish-white in

impending gangrene.

Bill Ogle studied the wound, his head

moving slowly from side to side. I knew

BUNKER HILL from page 16

He ran the entire small bowel carefully through his fin-
gers. “Two more holes. Two more. Eight so far. Ten. Saw a
guy once with twenty-three holes and never did find the
bullet or the other hole. Bullet must have been inside the
bowel. Twelve. Guess that’s it.

Death Notice of a Member of KWVA

The following notice is submitted for publication:

Name of deceased __________________________________________________

Date of death ______________________________________________________

Department/Chapter__________________________________________________

Home of record ____________________________________________________

� Army    � Navy    � Marine Corps    � Air Force    � Coast Guard

Other ____________________________________________________________
Primary Unit of service during Korean War

Submitted by ______________________________________________________

Relationship to deceased ______________________________________________

Send to: Membership, P.O. Box 10806, Arlington, VA 22210
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what he was thinking. Even if the defect in

the artery could be bridged with a vein

graft, the lower leg would be flail without

nerve supply to the muscles. And, of

course, the skin was gone so nothing was

available to cover any blood vessel replace-

ment. True, plastic surgery — a big muscu-

locutaneous flap — could probably cover

the wound, but that would take hours.

Hours that might be critical for two or three

other men lying out there in the holding

ward. And he would still need a nerve graft

in a few months to innervate the lower leg

— and it might not be successful. Talk

about the horns of a dilemma!

Bill made his decision. He placed his

hand on the shoulder of the anxious

Marine. “It’s got to come off, mac. No way

to save it. Sony.” His voice was compas-

sionate and his eyes held fast to the

Marine’s.

The Marine nodded his head almost

imperceptibly, sucked in his breath invol-

untarily, and said quietly, “Figured that

myself, doctor. And the battalion surgeon

up front said the same thing. It even feels

dead. Hardly any pain at all.”

It was a short procedure and Bill had me

do it so he could close his eyes for a minute.

I think he was as close to sleep as you can

get and still stand up. I tied off the retracted

and clotted femoral artery and vein.

Sharply incised the sciatic nerve. Incised

the few remaining muscle bellies. Sawed

through the bone. Debrided away some of

the muscle and skin that had been devital-

ized by the tearing action of the shrapnel.

Packed the end of the stump with Vaseline

gauze and a handful of fluffed gauze. And

wrapped the stump with Ace bandages.

It may have been a short operation, but

it was a mutilating one, distasteful to us

both. Patching up holes in the gut was one

thing. Chopping off a leg was another. One

was constructive, the other destructive.

Both had the primary aim of saving life.

Both patients would have died without sur-

gery. But the psychological effect on us sur-

geons was different, to say nothing about

the physical and psychological effect on the

patients.

The second day ended and the third

night began. Fatigue was a grasping

specter, a hollow-eyed and bloodsmeared

devil standing by every man. I could feel its

heavy hands pressing my eyelids down,

dragging at my shoulders until they ached

with dull pain, knotting my stomach so I

couldn’t even eat, squeezing my temples

with steel-banded fingers, buckling my

knees when I relaxed for a fraction of a sec-

ond.

While the doctors worked, the corpsmen

stood asleep on their feet, rousing more and

more painfully each time. While the corps-

men switched patients, the doctors leaned

against the tent posts or sat on a cot and

closed their eyes for precious moments.

Two of the corpsmen began to hallucinate,

reliving experiences they themselves had

had on line, and had to be carried uncon-

scious to their tents.

The third night was the worst. The con-

stant flow of men from the lines was less-

ening, but the aching fatigue in each man

resulted in slowing down of reflexes. Minor

techniques such as starting an IV became

major undertakings. The surgeons’ eyes

blurred over, making them stop to close

them till the blurring cleared. Even Sam

Dougherty, the mechanical anesthetist, was

starting to have difficulty getting his

patients asleep and then awake. It was a

nightmare.

Unnoticed by all, the nightmare was

about to end. Sixty-two hours after the

casualties began arriving, seventy-four

hours since anyone had slept, on the morn-

ing of Monday, August 18th, a Sikorski hel-

icopter settled onto the copter pad near my

CP. Another circled slowly, waiting for the

other to clear its cargo. We heard the

copters, of course, but we’d been hearing

them for days.

The sun rose fiery red on the horizon as

the first copter settled in. Two corpsmen

trotted in a drunk-like stupor to bring in

more seriously wounded men. To their sur-

prise, then, out climbed a half dozen men in

shiny new green fatigues, clean new com-

bat boots, cameras slung around their

necks, eyes glancing warily around them as

if a Chinaman with a burp gun might be

hiding in the bushes.

These men were American Navy doc-

tors and corpsmen sent over from Japan to

relieve the men of Easy Med.

So it was all over for us for awhile. For

Bill Ogle, “Pierre” Lascheid, Sam

Dougherty, Gordon McKinley, Ben Flowe,

Lee Yung-kak, and all the other doctors.

For Don Flau, Korbis, J. P. Holliday, and all

the other corpsmen. We were able to sleep

again, knowing that the wounded men were

being taken care of.

We would be up again in a few hours if

the casualties kept coming and the new

men needed help. But now our waking

nightmare ended with sleep. Sleep to erase

the memories of the mutilation we had just

tried to correct, sleep to forget the carnage

that man had perpetrated against man in the

name of a godless communism.

A sleep which was not anesthesia, and a

sleep which, unlike Jesse Carter’s, was not

death. We nearly slept the clock around.

When we finally awoke early on Tuesday

morning, the 19th of August, everything

was quiet except for the usual sounds of a

military base. An occasional truck rumbled

by. The off-duty corpsmen played volley

ball on the hillside copter strip. The thin

purr of an L-19 hummed in the near dis-

tance. Every five minutes the guns of the

11th Marines thundered in volleys of four.

The devil in my nightmare still played his

hateful tune in my head. Never had I seen

such carnage even on the worst nights at

Cook County Hospital.

I spent a couple of hours going over the

statistics with George de Preaux. We’d

triaged 1,004 wounded men from Friday

night to Monday afternoon. (The VFW
Magazine of June/July 1993 listed 313

WlAs for the Battle of Bunker Hill. But

that’s way off. I was there. I myself count-

ed them at Easy Med, and we didn’t get

everyone who should be counted and

weren’t. There were MIAs and POWs and

some who didn’t report minor wounds.

There were some who went out through

Dog or Charley Med.)

We did 142 major operations under gen-

eral anesthesia — better than two an hour.

We evacuated 153 walking wounded to

Able Med for minor debridement. We

shipped 288 severely wounded men to the

Consolation — forty-eight Sikorskis with

six stretchers in each. 

We operated on 397 WIAs in the Minor

Surgery tent under local anesthesia. A high

percentage of those “minors” were multiple

shrapnel wounds. Five, ten, twenty, even

thirty wounds in a single body, but none of

them breaking bone or penetrating the belly

or thorax. Many would have been called

“majors” in a Stateside hospital. Three men

came in DOA.
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We lost twenty-one men during or after

surgery, a 2% mortality rate. The time spent

on several of those might have been better

spent on others, but sometimes that’s not

obvious at first. And, to come up with the

understatement of the year, it’s awfully

hard for a triage doctor to say, “Take him to

D Ward. No surgery contemplated.”

When the smoke cleared and my brain

started functioning again, I was so proud of

all those doctors and corpsmen and

Marines that I wanted to recommend every

one of them for a Bronze Star with a

Combat V.

The crew from Japan stayed with us for

three days. They didn’t have much to do,

were disappointed, and said so. I heard

them talking in the mess hall, a small room

on the second floor of the Korean house I

used as my command post. Daryl Sims,* a

tall, good-looking young surgeon just a few

years older than I, was saying, “Yeah,

y’know, I hate this just sitting around. I

came over here to work and there’s nothing

much to do.”

I looked down the long table at him and

asked quietly, “What kind of work you

looking for, Dr. Sims?” “Why, trauma, of

course.” “Where’s that trauma supposed to

come from?” I kept my voice low but it car-

ried. The mess hall went suddenly still as

the others stopped to listen. They could all

hear the stridency in my voice. Sims looked

hard at me, quizzical at first, then grasped

my meaning — but not my thoughts.

“Why, from the front lines, of course,” he

said.

I could feel the tension in the room and

wondered why Sims couldn’t. Bill Ogle in

particular was mesmerized. He froze with

his fork halfway to his mouth, then rested

his elbow on the table, the fork still hanging

in mid-air. I’m sure he was wondering if I

was going to be as gentle with Sims as I had

been with him a week earlier. I wasn’t

I said, “Perhaps you’d like to cut off

Major Paul Braaten’s leg? He’s the S-5 up

in Three-Five, my old battalion. Or how

about digging a slug out of John Koon’s

belly? He’s one of my corpsmen in

Forward Aid up there. Or how about

Lieutenant Colonel McLaughlin or

Chaplain Bob Fenning or maybe some of

the grunts up in the trenches like Buckshot

Newman or Ted Kaminski or Ira Jensen or

maybe Lieutenant Dopp who got a Bronze

Star for action against the gooks one dark

winter night. Oh, I could give you the

names of a lot of my friends up there that

you could get a crack at if only they’d

cooperate and get wounded in action.

Maybe you’d like to amputate my leg when

I step on a land mine for your conven-

iences?”

I stood up, looked down at Sims once

more, and left. They got the picture real

quick and stayed out of my way after that.

But I could see them eyeing me across the

ward or across the compound. It was a look

of mixed wariness and respect.

The corpsmen heard about my little

speech and picked up the ball. From then

on until the packaged surgical team left,

they snapped to attention whenever I came

on the ward. They barked out, “Aye, aye,

sir!” at my slightest command. Without a

fuss they wore their fatigue caps square,

their fatigue jackets tucked into their pants,

their pants folded neatly into their boots.

I wished Bill Ayres or Lieutenant

General Seldon with his red ascot or even

“Iron Mike” O’Daniel would just drop in

for a visit.

The surgeons went back to Japan with

their anesthetists and corpsmen and lab

techs. They were really a good bunch of

guys, pulled out of comfortable billets at

Yokosuka or Sasebo or somewhere. They’d

enjoyed their brief tour of what they called

the front lines, but they were glad to leave.

Well, that’s the story of the Battle of

Bunker Hill, from a slightly different view-

point than most people have heard.

The Seventh Marines will never forget

it. Neither will we, the doctors and corps-

men and Marines who were there on the

other end of that pipeline from the bloody

Hill called Bunker.

*Not his real name 

END

Wednesday, May 9th, 2001 — Sunday, May 13th, 2001

Accomodations

Holiday Inn, 3621 West Silver Springs Boulevard, Ocala,

Florida 34475 Phone: 352-629-0381

Rooms are $50.00 plus tax. Guests need to make their own

reservations and mention they are with the KWVA. If special

accomodations are needed, please mention this at the time of

making the reservation. Reservations need to be made by

Friday, April 6th, 2001

Banquet

Saturday. May 12th, 2001

Entrees All prices include a garden salad, vegetable, starch rolls,
butter, beverage and dessert
� Prime Rib of Beef (Slow cooked to retain its natural Juices.
Served with horseradish sauce) ......................................$27.00

� Chicken Cordon Bleu (A boneless breast of chicken filled
with swiss cheese & ham. Robed with a light cheese sauce.)
........................................................................................$24.00

� Fresh Stuffed Grouper (A herbed calmest stuffing inside
fresh filets.  Served with lemon garlic butter.) ................$24.00

No of Persons____ @ $________ / person   = $________

No of Persons____ @ $________ / person   = $________

Registration fee of $25 per member    $________

Total $________

Name: __________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________

City ______________________State ____Zip __________

Please send check or money order payable to: DOF KWVA

Reunion 2001 Fund, C/O Bill Kane, 5023 Andrea Boulevard,

Orlando, Florida 32807   407-275-7450. Payments must be

received no later than Friday, April 6th, 2001.

KWVA Department of Florida State Convention
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Quartermaster
Item Size Description                                                       Unit Price

1 All Sizes Ft. Knox Cap (Dress, Overseas). ................................$21.85

2 S, L, Baseball Style Blue, Summer (Light) Jackets ............$35.85
XL, 2XL ......................................................................................$38.85
3XL ......................................................................................$46.00

3 2 Inch KWVA Patch ................................................................$ 3.50

4 2 3/4 Inch KWVA Patch ................................................................$ 3.50

5 3 Inch KWVA Patch................................................................ $ 3.75

6 4 Inch KWVA Patch ................................................................$ 4.00

7 8 Inch KWVA Patch ..............................................................$11.95

8 10 Inch KWVA Patch ................................................................$ 8.00

9 Korean Flag Patch ......................................................$ 2.95

10 U. N. Patch ..................................................................$ 2.95 

11 U. S. Flag Patch (Left & Right) ..................................$ 2.95

12 Korean Vet Patch W / Service Bar, Black ..................$ 2.95

13 Life Membership Patch ..............................................$ 2.95

14 4 X 4 KWVA Shield Patch for Blazers ..................................$ 4.50

15 KWVA Eagle Patch 1950 - 1953 ................................ $ 4.00

16 Eagle Patch 7 Color ......................................................$ 4.00

17 KWVA Window Sticker (Emblem for Car) ................$ 1.50

18 KWVA Cloissante Pin ..................................................$ 2.85

19 Memorial Coins ($30.00 Ea or 2 for $50.00) ............$30.00

20 Set of 2 KWVA Collar Emblem Pins ........................................$ 9.00

21 Baseball Cap, Blue W/ KWVA Patch ..........................$ 8.00

22 Baseball Cap, Blue No Patch (While They Last) ........$ 5.00

23 Baseball Cap, Black, Korean Veterans W/ 3 Bar ........$ 9.85

....................................................................................................................................................

Item No. Description No. Size Price Total

____ __________________________________ ________ ______ ________

____ __________________________________ ________ ______ ________

____ __________________________________ ________ ______ ________

____ __________________________________ ________ ______ ________

____ __________________________________ ________ ______ ________

____ __________________________________ ________ ______ ________

Total Enclosed $ __________

All prices are plus shipping charges: add $4.50 for S & H.  Allow 2 to 3 weeks for shipping.
All shipments over $100, shipping & handling is $6.50.

Make all checks payable to: KV Quartermaster

Mail to:  Kenneth B. Cook, KV Quartermaster, 1611 N. Michigan Ave, Danville, Illinois
61834-6239 (ph-217-446-9829).

� Visa and    � Master Card accepted:

Card No.____________________________   Card Exp Date: ________________________

Signature: _________________________________________________________________

Please send check or money order, no cash.
....................................................................................................................................................

Ship-to:

Address:  ________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip:  ____________________________________________________________

Tel. #:______________________________

Signature: ________________________________________________________________

Chaplain’s Corner
Rev. Irvin L. Sharp

We pray that throughout the

Christmas celebrations that everyone

had a Blessed holiday. Velma and I wish

to each of you and your family a very

happy, healthy, and safe New Year.

As we enter into the new year and

meditate upon our blessings, we truly

should thank our Heavenly Father for

all the brave men and women of this

great nation, who currently serve in our

Armed Forces at home and around the

world. We know that it is their intention

and desire to keep our country safe and

secure for all Americans.

We also remember the valiant serv-

ice people who fought in World War I -

“The war to end all wars”. We now

know that was a misnomer, as our

nation subsequently learned with the

outbreak of World War II, the Korean

War, the Vietnam War, and the Persian

Gulf War. Nor can we omit the peace

keeping efforts all over the world from

time to time.

We rely on our fellow countrymen

and women to take a few moments to

remember the veterans who have

helped make all our lives what they are

today: a spouse, son, daughter, brother,

sister, parent, aunt, uncle or even a

grandparent, who has shared his/her

experiences.

We hope that the American flag will

be proudly displayed by each household

in solemn honor of our great nation, its

veterans and service people

Our Closing Prayer

Heavenly Father, You said in your

Blessed and Holy Word: They shall beat

their swords into plowshares and their

spears into pruning hooks. Nation shall

not lift up sword against nation any-

more.

- Isaiah 2:4
Now to Him who is able to keep you

from stumbling and to present you

faultless before the presence of His

Glory with exceeding joy, to God our

Savior, who alone is wise, be glory and

majesty, dominion and power, both now

and forever. Amen.
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The Poets’ Place... 
Poems printed on this page are not excluded from use on back page.

At the time of this printing I have many more poems sent in by members and friends. I intend on printing them all. Some are hand written which
will take some time putting into type. I am trying to print the oldest postmark first of those that are typed. The non-typed ones will be intermixed
in order to not delay this and other issues. Please try to type all poems and articles if you can.—Editor.

Korea - -  A Trip Back

On windswept hills snow softly falls,  
hiding trenches in frozen soil.
When shells get close, men lay and prayed,
not this day, Lord -  Please -  one more day.

Within the valleys, peace now reigns,
in places where the dead have lain.
Covered with a halo of whitest snow,
hiding the blood-stained earth below.

In climbing hills to where we’ve been,
we hear the cries of wounded men,
Our memories are our guiding light,
in brightest day or darkest night.

We listen close as voices cry,
take up the torch and let us lie,
Remember those who gave it all,
and lie beneath this sacred soil.

If we break faith with those who died,
we shall not sleep unless we’ve tried,
To do our best - - to strive or fail,
to honor those who gave it all.

By William “Bill” Maddox

Under the splattered viscous mud, 

under the darkened, clotted blood 

there was a lad, not child, not man, 

but somewhere in between the land 

of innocence and age.

No time to ponder trivial things; 

a deluge of wounded, battle brings, 

demand I focus on my tasks, 

doing what the doctor asks, 

suppressing my own outrage.

I lay my fingers on his wrist 

searching a vein, feeling his pulse 

limping along, scanning his face 

fearful of hemorrhage.

That face was more than just another soldier’s. 

He looked much like my brother. 

But horrible gaping wounds disguise 

the look of love in any eyes, 

or familial heritage.

The stretcher whisked him fast away, 

but every hour of that day 

I longed to see him once again, 

that freckled face, that golden mane, 

victim of war’s rampage.

Oh, flesh is fragile where shrapnel flies, 

caring not who lives, who dies; 

The bursting shell and thundering ground 

drown out his little whimpering sounds 

of agony and rage.

A sea of casualties rolled in,

I dared not fail to discipline my thoughts. 

A nurse’s practiced, steady hand

Is what this slaughter does demand,

In war’s outrageous carnage. 

By La Vonne Telshaw Camp, RN  

Missing in Action, 1951

“Missing in Action” the wire read.

The words brought such a chill

To those of us who loved him

As we all love him still.

But that was oh, so long ago.

A life-time, so it seems.

The hope died slowly in our hearts,

Though it sometimes fills our dreams.

Where is our smiling soldier now,

Whose life was once assured?

“Last seen in hand to hand combat”.

That’s all we’ve ever heard.

The waiting has seemed endless.

The out-come, so obscure.

In our hearts we know the answer.

We will never greet him here.

There is a place beyond this earth

Where one day we will see

This fallen sparrow of the Lord

In his final victory.

By Judith Knight 
for Sgt. Homer I. May, 
MIA, Korea Sept 2, 1951

Remembering the “Forgotten War”

Soldiers

When we find our country at war,
God and soldiers we adore.
But, when the battles have been won,
We have less time for either one.

Every man should be a soldier
As it was with Romans and Greeks,
For evil loves to steal men’s souls
And strike freedom from their cheeks.

It’s not the guns or armament
Or the flags which fly in parade
But love and cooperation
That stops the Devil’s charade.

Always remember those who march
To the roll of muffled drums.
Many we know shall not return
Except to sleep beneath the mums.

By Tom Zart



Video ad - 4 color

Pg 65



Page 66 The Graybeards

D
uring the early days of the Korean

War, the holding actions of the 8th

Army and Marines had failed to

sufficiently slow Red troop advances and,

despite the heavy pounding by our fighter

planes on all three fronts circling Taegu, and

a mass saturation raid by B-29s near

Waegwan, we could not keep the enemy

from crossing the Naktong River.

As the battle lines drew closer ... the

noose tightened around Taegu, there were

actually fewer Red supplies being intercept-

ed because the Reds were ‘holing-up’ dur-

ing daylight hours, and making their long

moves at night, when our fighter planes

were on the ground. It took them longer, but

the supplies were still reaching the front.

And, secondly, we were having to expend

much more of our aerial resources at the

front lines, supporting our troops. We didn’t

have time to go searching behind the lines

on interdiction missions.

But as the lines closed in on Taegu ...

from the west and from the north, our

ground forces had to back steadily into an

ever-shrinking defensive perimeter; we

found it necessary to direct almost all of our

mission effort to close tactical support of the

frontlines, reducing the sorties we could

send north to interdict their supplies. It was

a “Catch 22” ... we couldn’t afford to slack

off on our interdiction attacks because the

armor coming onto the line would jeopard-

ize our fragile hold on the perimeter’s front

lines ...but if we didn’t help our troops on

the front, their wouldn’t be any perimeter

left to defend!

It is not possible to adequately describe

the intense feeling of gratification we pilots

felt when we could hit the Reds attacking

our front-line troops. By August there were

enough radio jeeps operating on our fre-

quencies, and airborne T-6 Mosquito spotter

planes, that we could work with reasonable

safety within just a few hundred yards of

our own troops. When the verbal orders of

the man on the ground were insufficient to

tell us precisely where to strike, we’d ask

the spotter to fire a smoke rocket, or the

ground artillery to place a white phosphorus

shell onto the target.

With positive target identification like

that, we could work over the Red’s dug-in

positions with a vengeance. It was doubly

gratifying because we were not only taking

the enemy pressure off of our troops, but

they would often stand right up in plain

sight to cheer us on.

We knew that our close-support efforts

were deeply appreciated, so we would

inevitably press our attacks a little harder ...

a little closer, or a little lower than was pru-

dent for the safety of our own hides. But we

knew, too, that when we finally ran out of

ammunition and had to head back over the

hill to our base at Taegu, those poor charac-

ters below had to stay in their foxholes all

night to protect our position and our lives.

Too often they didn’t make it through the

night, for that was when the Reds liked to

attack ... at night, when our planes weren’t

around to break up their thrusts.

But as the battle fronts closed in around

our Taegu base, we soon had a steady flow

of casualties passing through for medical air

evacuation to hospitals in Japan, and for the

first time we pilots had a chance to talk

face-to-face with some of the Army people

we’d been supporting during those close

ground support missions along the front

lines.

They had nothing but praise for the job

we had been doing, and told us of the hun-

dreds of ‘kills’ which we had been unable to

see because we were moving too fast.

Little did they realize that it wasn’t real-

ly our ‘bravery’ when we’d fly into those

heavy concentrations of ground fire ... it

was our ignorance! We just couldn’t see all

the people who were busily shooting at us.

As the front lines neared Taegu airstrip,

the stream of casualties increased propor-

tionately. Seeing the maimed bodies of

those youngsters quickly dispelled any

remaining thoughts we might possibly have

had about the war being a “game... a test of

skills” among pilots

I was especially touched one evening,

after we’d been having some especially

rough close support missions just a short

distance from Taegu, resulting in several

severely damaged Mustangs and a couple of

wounded pilots.

A young Army Captain hobbled into our

little tent which we used for an ‘Officer’s

Club,’ he was bandaged from head to waist,

had one arm in a sling and one bandaged

foot, but he was managing. He made his

way slowly and silently, with the aid of a

makeshift cane over to our packing-crate

‘Bar,’ as the few of us patrons moved aside

to make room for him.

But instead of ordering a drink, he

looked to both sides, laid a twenty dollar bill

on the bar, then said: “Thanks, men,” turned

around and hobbled out without another

word.

My morale went up a thousand points

upon hearing of his appreciation for our

risks.

Duane E. ‘Bud’ Biteman, Lt Col, USAF, Ret
“...one of those OLD, Bold Fighter Pilots...”

Next Issue: Rocky Return.   
“As long as you can walk away from it, it’s a
good landing”. 

… a Twenty on the Bar
Fall, 1950

Unsung Heroes of the Korean Air War

by
Duane E. ‘Bud’ Biteman,

Lt Col, USAF, Ret

INTER-SERVICE APPRECIATION
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March 2001
4.2/7th Marines, 1st. Marine Div. Korea 1950 (Chosin Few) March 22-26  at the
Quality Inn, Branson, MO. Contact John M. Settle, 2236 Goshen Road, Ft. Wayne,
IN 46808 Tel: 219-484-3339. or contact Rob Hawkins, 6003 Willow Oaks Dr.,Apt.
B., Richmond, VA 23225-2426 Tel: 804-231-2279

April 2001 
67th Tac Recon Wing, April 26-29 at Air Force Museum, Wright- Patterson AFB,
Ohio. Contact Linda Irvine, 4005 S Ione St., Kennewick, WA 99337. Tel: 509-582-
9304 or Joseph L. Krakovsky, 18227 W Valley Drive, Wildwood, IL 60030. Tel:  847-
223-2907.
The 73rd Tank Bn. and 73rd Armor, former and present will be held at Branson,
Missouri on the 26th-29th April. Contact Curtis J. Banker, 44 Westcott Rd., Schuyler
Falls, NY 12985-1940 Tel: 518-643-2302.

May 2001
USS Washburn (AKA-108), May 1-4 in Atlantic City, NJ. Contact     F.J. Red Volz,
510 Luther Dr., Shrewsbury, PA 17361. Tel: 717-235-0705, E-mail
redvoltz@aol.com or Ichiakasan@aol.com
189th FA - 645 Tank Destroyer Assn., May 3-6 at Tulsa, OK. Contact Norman G.
Severns, 920 N. 10th Street, Marysville, KS 66508-1275, Tel: 785-562-3697 or Fax:
785-562-1089.
USS Buck (DD-761) Assn., May 6-9 in Charleston, SC. Reunion will be held at the
Town and Country Inn and Convention Center. Contact John Connolly at Tel: 501-
922-3969 or e-mail at <joncon@ipa.net>
USS Noble APA 218, May 9-12 at Myrtle Beach, SC. Contact Bill Murphy, 98 W.
Albion Street, Holley, NY 14470. Tel: 716- 638-6060   
11th Engineer Bn., 3rd Marine Div., Dong Ha R.V.N. 1965 to 1970, May 9-13 in
Chicago, IL. Marine and Navy personnel attached and Marines of 3rd Bridge Co.
attached. Contact Charles Luhan Jr., 8451 S. Kilbourn Ave. Chicago, IL 60652.
Telephone after 7 PM 773-585-9629 or e-mail at <CL11engrbn@aol.com.>
GHQ Raiders, Korean War 1950-51, May 14-16 in Colorado Springs, CO. Contact
Delmer E. Davis, 8405 Shaver Drive, El Paso, TX 79925 Tel: 915-779-3249, E-mail
dodavis2@juno.com
1st Battalion, 7th Marines Korea 1950-1953 will hold its 5th reunion in Branson,
Missouri on May 17-20. Contact Ray Leffler, 411 Bluegrass Drive, Raymore, MO
64083-8406; Tel 816-331-3338 or e-mail: RLef102338@aol.com
40th Inf. Div. 223rd Inf. Regt., May 20-23 at Hotel San Remo (1-800-522-7366)
Las Vegas, NV. Contact Norm Hackler, 5302 Olympia Fielss Lane, Houston, TX
77069-3326, Tel. 281-444-5279.

June 2001
AP Transport Group - USS Generals Mitchell-AP114; Randall-AP115; Gordon-
AP117; Richardson-AP118; Weigel-AP119; Hodges-AP144; Breckinridge-AP176
and USS Admirals Benson-AP120; Capps-AP121; Eberle-AP123; Hughes-AF124
and Mayo-AP125. Includes Coast Guard, Navy and Marines. At Norfolk, VA June 7-
10. Contact Chuck Ulrich, 35 Oak Lane, New Hyde Park, NY 11040. Tel: 516-747-
7426.
USS General Harry Taylor-AP145, June 7-10 at Holiday Inn Executive Center in
Virginia Beach, VA. Contact Ed Moss, Sr. 7450 Cotherstone Ct., Indianapolis, IN
46256. Tel: 317-849-3207
All - SCARWAF Aviation Engineers will have their ninth reunion on June 28-30,
2001 in Chattanooga, TN. All SCARWAF personal (Army and Air Force) can get more
information by writing Jim McCoy 4216 - 65hSt , Des Moines, la 50322-2814
Phone 515-276-5345 or e-mail Don Wingate at donwin(oKDSl.net

July 2001
4th Inf. (IVY) Div. Assn. National Reunion & Div. Monument Dedication, July 1-7.
Contact: Roger Barton, 2 Spring Drive (R-1), Walkersville, MD 21793, Tel: 1-888-
845-4040 or <www.4thinfantry.org>
91st MP Bn. July 27-29 at Birch Run, MI. Contact Manual Sanchez, 4160 Burnham
St., Saginaw, MI 48603. Tel: 517-793-4277
The Department of Arizona, KWVA is planning a Reunion of all Veterans of the
Korean War era from the State of Arizona and surrounding states for the 27-29 July
for Phoenix, AZ. Contact Department Commander, Wes Stapleton, 6725 W. Missouri
Ave. Glendale, AZ. Tel:  623- 846-5118, e-mail-WesStap546@Juno.com.

August 2001
USS Bon Homme Richard (CV/CVA-31 Ships Company and Air Groups & USS Bon
Homme Richard (LHD-6), Aug 10-12 to be held in Spokane, Washington. Contact
Ralph Pound, PO Box 1531, 410 Clark Street, Tupelo, MS 38802 Tel Work: 662-842-
0572, Tel Home: 662-842-8247
999th AFA Bn. Korea 1950-54, Aug. 17-19 at Holiday Inn, Kenner, LA. Contact
George Cureaux, PO Box 51, 2814 Hwy 44, Grayville, LA 70051. Tel: 504-535-2441

USS Algol AKA 54, Aug. 22-25 in Seattle, WA. Contact Tony Soria 2045 Avalon Dr.
Merced, CA 95340 Tel: 209-722-6005 or Art Nelson at e-mail <artbets@cs.com>

September 2001
USS Waldron (DD 699) Sept. 7-9 in Pittsburgh, PA. Contact Walt Haidet, 214
Ennerdale Lane, Pittsburgh, PA 15237-4027 Tel: 412-366-0137
USS Essex CV, CVA, CVS-9, LHD-2 INC., Sept. 10-16 at Holiday Inn, Atlanta Airport
North, 1380 Virginia Avenue, Atlanta, GA 30344 Reservation: 1-800-HOLIDAY -
mention Essex Group Frank R O’Connor froabo@aug.com or froabo2@juno.com,
Vice Chairman/Membership/Publicity Secretary - C. Leonard Schlamp
clschlamp@juno.com
51st Signal Battalion, Sept. 11-13 at Utica, New York. Korean Vets and all former
members are welcome. Contact Glenn Carpenter, 810 Glyncrest Dr. Wapakoneta,
Ohio 45895. Tel: (419) 738-3369, E-Mail (ICORP@bright.net).
Army Security Agency in Korea, Sept 13-16 at Camp Hill, PA. Contact “ASA Korea”
in care of “All-in-One” Tour and Cruises, 1530 Commerce Dr., Lancaster, PA 17601.
Tel: 717-581-5333 or 888-681-5333.
32nd Inf. Regt. Assn., Sept. 12-16 at Tacoma/Ft. Lewis, WA. Contact Don Shultz,
12 Media Ct. St. Louis, MO 63146. Fax: 775- 218-8036 or e-mail <DSHUTZ
@aol.com
The Third Infantry Division Society and attached units in war and in peace-time will
hold their 82nd reunion Sept. 13-17 at the Embassy Suites in Phoenix, AZ. (800-
527-7715). The hotel is located at 2577 Greenway Rd., approx. 10 miles from the
Phoenix Sky Harbor Airport. Contact Carl R. Duncan, 14617 Shiprock Dr., Sun City,
AZ 85351, Tel: 623- 977-2347. Visit web site at http://mernbers. home.net/3rdiv/
I&R Platoon, Hq. & Hq. Co. 31 st Inf, Regt., 7th Div. We are having our 4th reunion
on Sept. 21-22 at the Sheraton National Hotel in Arlington, VA. Contact: Don Zierk,
6 Weiss Place, Palm Coast, FL 32164-7873. Tel: 904-445-1603
USS General A. E. Anderson (AP/TAP-111) Association, Sept. 21-24 at Doubletree
Hotel in Albuquerque, NM. Contact Gene Hamelman, PO Box 550743, Dallas. TX
75355 Tel: 214-341-4196, Fax: 214-341-8796. E-mail hamelman @swbell.net
U.S.S. Oglethorpe AKA 100 will take place on Sept. 27-30 in New Orleans LA.
Write: Ron Williamson, 639 Oxford St., Belvidere, NJ 07823 or call 908-475-4435.
E-mail mistyl@epix.net

October 2001
96th Field Artillery Bn. Assn. (Korea, 1950-1958) Oct. 4-7 will hold its 6th Reunion
at Branson MO. Contact Arnold Anderson, HC83, Box 116A, Custer, SD, 57730. Tel:
605/673-6313.
USS Rasher (SS/SSR/AGSS-269) Oct. 5-9, Charleston, SC. Contact Dick Traser,
913 N. Sierra View St., Ridgecrest, CA 93555-3013 Tel: 760-446-4659 or e-mail:
<submariner@ussrasher.org>
Shipmates of the USS William C. Lawe, DD 763. We are planning a reunion Oct.
12-15 in Virginia Beach, VA. For information contact Owen O. Turner, 14 Gordon
Terrace, Newton, MA 02458-1617. Tel: 617-969-8328 or e-mail
<usslawe@aol.com>
17 F.A. Bn., 75 F.A. Bn., 145 F.A. Bn., 96. F.A. Bn., 159 F.A. Bn., 176 F.A. Bn., 204
F.A. Bn., 632 F.A. Bn., 937 F.A. Bn.  Korea 1950-1954, October 13-17, in
Albuquerque. N.M. Contact Corps Artillery Reunion Alliance Nick Vanderhave 1333
Littleton Rd., Morris Plains, N.J. 07950 Tel: 973-538-7189. E-Mail
vanderhave@usa.net
Seeking all men who were in Hq. Det., 1st Cav. Div., Camp Drake from Sept. 1949
to July 1950. Also those who were in Korea Hq. Det. from July 1950 through Sept.
1951 for a reunion around Sept. 2001. Location: southwestern Illinois, near St.
Louis. E-mail: skronen266@aol.com or call John Kronenberger (618) 277-2311.
Date still open. Some contacted already. Reply if interested.
USS Francis Marion APA-LPA 249, October 18-21 in San Antonio, TX. Tel: 781-
665-9222, E-mail: tinman6l@juno.com Mailing Address: USS Francis Marion APA-
LPA 249 c/o Bob Martin 16 Staples St. Melrose, MA 02176
USS Bayfield APA-33, Oct. 20-23 in Orlando, FL. at The Enclave Suites. Host is
Bobby & Carole Finestone Tel: 781-284-7330 or Art Nelson at <artbets@cs.com>

November 2001
Baker Co., 15th Regt., 3rd Inf. Div. Korea, Nov. 4-8 at Quality Inn & Suites, 251
South Atlantic Ave., Daytona Beach/Ormand Beach, FL (1-800-227-7220). Contact
John Gogliettino, Tel: 203-269-0747 or Dr. Don Sonsalla, Tel: 651-429-1634 or e-
mail <drsonnie@aol.com>  

Unknown Month 
B-1-1-1 Korea 8-52-8-53 24th Draft USMC, planning reunion in 2001 at Vegas, NV
or Branson, MO. Contact Tom Pendergast, 1120 S.E. Letha Circle, Apt. 1, Stuart, FL.
34994-4592 Tel: 561-283-6813 or Phillip Achert, 112 Turnberry Rd., Half Moon
Bay, CA 94019. Tel: 650-712-9625 

Reunions
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On a cold wet day
In the fall of fifty one
On a hill with no name
We had a job which had to be done

Rations were gone
Leadership was young
We all prayed through the night
Hoping to see the rising sun

The night was long
The causalities were high
Later the guns were quiet
It made you want to cry

One night of this torture
Was hard to bear
As the night approached morn
Some seemed not to care

The captains were gone
The sergeants were too
A call came saying
It’s all up to you

Wounded with shrapnel
Sometime during the night
Made you more determined
To stand up and fight

Replacements were slow
Help came too late
For the ones left behind
Only God knew their fate

Two days had passed
With no help in sight
We all prayed together
For another quiet night

As we pulled back
We thought we were free
Fire came from the hilltop
It was hard to believe

Fire came from a faraway hill
The enemy we could not see
The wounded were crying
Please, please help me

Two more days passed
My wounds were sore
Hungry tired and cold
We thought we could take no more

Dig in boys
Were the orders that night
Prepare for the worst
This could be out toughest fight

The night was dark
The air was cold
We’ll do what we can
The comrades were told

Daybreak was nearing
We welcomed the sun
The night was quiet
We thought we had won

The troops were young
Which was no fault of mine
We did what we could
But we were down to nine

A loud boom was heard
Not to my surprise
It came in close
Wounding my chest, arms and eyes

The morning sun was shining
But to me darkness came
I was helped by my buddies
From the hill with no name

The hospital stay
Was a long hard fight
Still trying to forget
What happened that night

The heart was presented
In a place not known to me
Hoping and praying
That some day 1 might see

Thoughts of those days 
Are always on my mind 
Hoping that someday 
My buddies I might find.

HILL WITH NO NAME
Cpl. Charles Macy 7th Cav.


