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Soldier missing in action from
Korean War is identified

The Department of Defense

POW/Missing Personnel Office announced

that the remains of a U.S. serviceman, miss-

ing in action from the Korean War, have been identified and will

be returned to his family for burial with full military honors.

He is Cpl. Robert S. Ferrell, U.S. Army, of Dallas, Texas.

His burial date is being set by his family. 

Representatives from the Army met with Ferrell’s next-of-

kin to explain the recovery and identification process, and to

coordinate interment with military honors on behalf of the

Secretary of the Army.

On February 12, 1951, Ferrell was assigned to Battery A,

503rd Field Artillery Battalion, 2nd Infantry Division, then

occupying a position about 70 miles east of Seoul, South Korea.

The 503rd was providing artillery support for friendly units

coming under heavy attack by Chinese Communist Forces. In

danger of being overrun, the 503rd was forced to withdraw to

the south. Records indicate that Ferrell was captured near

Hoengsong, South Korea during the fighting. He later died in

captivity at the Suan Mining POW camp located about 40 miles

southeast of Pyongyang, North Korea.

Between 1990 and 1994, the North Korean government repa-

triated what they claimed to be 208 sets of remains, including a

1991 turnover of several servicemen recovered near the Suan

Mining POW camp. Ferrell’s remains, along with cold-weather

clothing and uniform buttons worn by U.S. infantry, were

included in the 1991 repatriation.   

Among other forensic identification tools and circumstantial

evidence, scientists from JPAC and the Armed Forces DNA

Identification Laboratory also used mitochondrial DNA and

dental comparisons in the identification of Ferrell’s remains.  

For additional information on the Defense Department’s mis-

sion to account for missing Americans, visit the DPMO web site

at http://www.dtic.mil/dpmo or call (703) 699-1169.

Remains of Pvt. Joseph Meyer Jr. come home
after 57 years

The Associated Press reported on March 8, 2008 that the

remains of Pvt. Joseph Meyer Jr. of Wahpeton, SD will be com-

ing home—58 years after he disappeared while fighting in the

Korean War. He was declared missing in action in 1950.

Ironically, Wahpeton is the home of  MSgt. Woodrow Wilson

Keeble, who  received the Medal of Honor from President Bush

on March 3, 2008 for his bravery in Korea. (See the story on

page 26.) Keeble died in 1982.

Pvt Meyer’s remains are scheduled to be flown home from

Hawaii a few days before his funeral, scheduled for May 3. He

will be buried with full military honors in a 2008 Army uniform.

S. Korea, US to Sign Memo Of Understanding on
Recovery of War Dead

The South Korean and U.S. military have agreed to conduct

joint recovery and identification of remains of their soldiers

killed in action during the 1950-53 Korean War, the South

Korean Ministry of National Defense (MND) announced.

The MND Agency for Killed in Action Recovery and

Identification (MAKRI) and the Joint Prisoners of War (POWs),

Missing in Action (MIA) and Accounting Command (JPAC)

affiliated with the U.S. Department of Defense, will sign a

memorandum of understanding in the coming months.

Under the agreement, the two agencies will share informa-

tion related to the recovery and identification of the remains of

fallen soldiers and conduct joint operations on a regular basis.

JPAC will also help train officials of the South Korean agency.

South Korea’s Army launched its operations to recover the

remains of war dead in 2000. The Army mission was transferred

to the MND early last year when MAKRI was established.

Since 2005, South Korea has found and handed over the

remains of eight U.S. soldiers killed during the Korean War,

while the United States has recovered the remains of three South

Korean soldiers.

MIA Army Sgt. Harry J. Laurence of Cleveland,
OH identified

The Department of Defense POW/Missing Personnel Office

announced on March 26, 2008 that the remains of a U.S. serv-

iceman, missing in action from the Korean War, have been iden-

tified and will be returned to his family for burial with full mil-

itary honors.

He is U.S. Army Sgt. Harry J. Laurence of Cleveland, Ohio.

He was buried April 9 in Arlington National Cemetery near

Washington, D.C. 

Representatives from the Army met with Laurence’s next-of-

kin to explain the recovery and identification process, and to

coordinate interment with military honors on behalf of the

Secretary of the Army.

Laurence was a member of L Company, 31st Infantry

Regiment, then making up the 31st Regimental Combat Team

(RCT), 7th Infantry Division. The team was engaged against the

Chinese People’s Volunteer Forces near the Chosin Reservoir,

North Korea from Nov. 27-Dec. 11, 1950. The unit was forced

to retreat to the south due to intense enemy fire.  Laurence was

among many soldiers reported missing in action. 

In 2001, joint U.S. and Democratic People’s Republic of

Korea teams, led by the Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command

(JPAC), conducted two excavations of a mass grave near the

Chosin Reservoir. The site correlates closely with defensive

positions held by the 31st RCT at the time of the Chinese

attacks. The teams recovered remains believed to be those of 11

U.S. servicemen. Analysis of the remains subsequently led to

the identifications of three individuals, including Laurence. 

Among other forensic identification tools and circumstantial

evidence, scientists from JPAC also used dental comparisons in

Laurence’s identification.  
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