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BUSINESS
Records received!....
Mr. Cohee:

I wanted to let you know that I have received some military

records for Jim Dart. I was able to get his Certification of

Military Service and Report of Separation From the Armed

Forces of the United States. 

I learned that Jim served two terms in the Army. The first term

was from 7/30/48 through 5/9/52. Jim was a Private First Class

and was in the Army 24th Infantry Division, 52nd Field Artillery

Battalion. 

His second term was from 6/29/55 through 8/29/58. I have

been in touch with several Korean War veterans and I am trying

to find someone who might have known Jim. I know that my

chances of finding someone are small considering how many

men were in this battalion, but I am following every possible lead

that I get.

I just wanted to give you an update and let you know what I

have found.

Ginny Sanders

Now it is the KWVA’s turn….
Ginny: 

Thank you for the update. It always is a pleasure to hear from

someone that we have tried to help and find that we were suc-

cessful. 

Because you have now identified the unit we might be able to

help some more. I am copying our data base expert, Jake Feaster,

and asking him to identify all of our members that were assigned

to the 52nd Field Artillery Battalion and to send that information

directly to you. You can then contact those individuals by phone

or mail and maybe we will get lucky. 

Good luck and best regards, 

Frank Cohee
If anyone remembers Jim Dart, please let us know. Just contact
KWVA Secretary Frank Cohee at FCohee@kwva.org. He will
forward the information to Ginny Sanders—and help close the
door on the “Mystery of the Missing Dart.”

An article in today’s newspaper reported that the Department

of Veterans Affairs announced yesterday that it will open 39

new vet centers across the nation to provide counseling for com-

bat veterans. The VA already runs 232 vet centers across the

nation. Services are provided free to veterans of combat in any

war, as well as to family members who lost a loved one in

combat.

This is encouraging, but I wanted to call to your attention a

source of help that we often overlook. That help is the combat

veteran himself. Let me tell you about a veteran of the Korean

War who I met at Fort Benning when they dedicated the mon-

ument placed there to honor the 17th Infantry Regiment (The

“Buffalos”). This individual told me the following account of

his experience:

“I went into Korea with the 17th Regiment 7th Infantry Division
and stayed with that unit until I was evacuated from Korea. We
traveled to the northernmost point, along the Yalu River, that
any American forces reached during the war. 

When my tour of duty was over, I returned home. I was not the
same person. 

It seemed that I crawled inside myself and died. This feeling of
being dead inside lasted almost 40 years. 

One day a friend talked me into attending a reunion of the 17th
Regiment. I went along with him and was able to talk with—and
look into the eyes of—men who had been with me and experi-
enced the same thing that I had experienced. Being with them
was like being born again. 

My life changed I came out of my shell and began to enjoy life.
I have been in contact with other veterans ever since, sharing
our experience, strength and hope with each other.”
As a Chaplain I have had this same or similar conversation

with other veterans. I would recommend this kind of activity

to any of our comrades who have experienced any type of

problem in dealing with their combat experience. 

My prayer is that you do not stay in the shadows of long

gone days, but walk freely together into the sunlight of a new

life.

Blessings,

Chaplain Ruffing

From Our Chaplain...


