
28

May May –– June 2009June 2009 The GraybeardsThe Graybeards

Visit the Korean War Veterans Association Website: 

www.KWVA.org

The Where, When, and Why of the Korean War 

Tell America
30 – INDIANA # ONE [IN]

Recently, while presenting our
Tell America program to our
local New Haven High School,
we received the below poem
which one of the students in
attendance, Breanna Niccum,
wrote. We appreciate the fact
that a student was thankful for
the veterans.

We are soon bringing our Tell
America program to an end for
the school season and look for-
ward to next year. Lynn Shady
has a great program and so far

this year we have visited 9
schools totaling 2,689 students,
a Nursing Center, and a church
group. 

I have a couple more schools
that I am scheduling before the
year ends.

We have had another good
year with our program. 

Mary Anna Roemke 

Publicity Chairman, CID 30 

P.O. Box 15102 

Ft. Wayne, IN 46885 

RIGHT: Baldwinsville Christian
Academy students learn about
the weapons, clothing, etc., from
each of the wars the USA has
fought.

Chapter members gave a “Tell
America” presentation at the
Onondaga County War Memorial
Building on 4 May 2009 for the
Baldwinsville Christian
Academy.  

The students are in seventh to
twelfth grades.

Here is a short poem I wrote in
honor of “Tell America.” 

All the students at CID
105’s presentation listen to
the opening talks

To all of you Veterans that we need to thank.

We thank you for our freedom, we owe you our lives. Now we can
grow and have a husband or a wife. 

You put yourselves in danger for the country you love. Lots of
your buddies were sent on up above. 

We never will understand how lucky we are, to sit here and gaze
at the stars. 

Video games, cell phones, Ipods and such. We have all these
things for us to touch. 

But we don’t stop to think, how it came to be. That our country
wasn’t brought to its knees. 

Freedom isn’t free, there’s one heavy fee. Lives were taken, men
were wounded. Our country was shaken, but you didn’t give up. 

You all fought hard, for that beautiful flag that stands in our yard.
So we thank you a million times over. We’re glad and proud to talk
to you brave souls. 

Red, white and blue equals Freedom, Liberty, bravery, purity and
so much more! Thank you all so much. 

With love, Breanna Niccum.

Tell America
Veteran’s Day, eleven November.

Pearl Harbor Day, seven December 1941.

The men and women who gave their all

With tears we try to remember.

Those who lived and those in harm’s way now

Are in our thoughts, prayers and words.

This is as it should be but some don’t know

What a veteran is or what soldiers do in war.

That is why we must tell the children 

What it was like when we served,

So they can decide. Are wars worth the sacrifice

In death, tears, and fortune?

Freedom is not free.

John Laura, 8 Parkington Circle, 

E. Syracuse, NY 13057, jlaura1@twcny.rr.com

105 – CENTRAL NEW YORK [NY]

Jim Low talks to students at
Baldwinsville Christian
Academy about geography, C-
Rations, dog tags and equip-
ment 
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Prices are: • One (1) each decal @ ................$3.00
• Two (2) each decals @ ..............$5.00
• Twelve (12) each decals @ ...... $25.00

(Plus postage, NO handling fees)

To order, contact Jamie Reynolds, Membership Administrative
Assistant, P. O. Box 407, Charleston, IL 61920-0407, Tel: 217-
345-4414, email: membership@kwva.org

KWVA Decals 
Courtesy of KWVA Recruiting Task Force

Committee.

These decals are round and measure a full
four inches in diameter, in full color, and adhe-
sive backed.

Bill Wilkerson of CID 199 addresses the crowd at Manatee Community
College

We sponsored a “Tell America”
presentation at Manatee
Community College in Venice, FL
on 11 March. There were 75 stu-
dents and faculty in attendance. 

Thomas G. “Skip” Hannon

4721 Mount Vernon Drive

Bradenton, FL 34210 

(941) 795-5061, colonel-

glenn@verizon.net

Tell America Day at Manatee Community College (L-R) CID 199 members
Bill Wilkerson (in fatigues), Walter “Scotty” Blomely, Thomas “Skip”
Hannon, students and faculty

199 – MANASOTA [FL] The summer of our content
My son John and I enjoyed the Revisit Korea tour in

September 2008. He was stationed in Korea in the 1980s, so it

was a real experience for both of us.

The Korean government was a gracious host. I received the

Ambassador for Peace medal along with other members of the

group.

Incidentally, I am a member of CID 272, Rockford, IL.

Richard Summer

8730 S. Perryville Rd.

Cherry Valley, IL 61016

(815) 874-9804 

BELOW: Richard
Summer, 4th from left,
and other Revisit Korea
participants display their
Ambassador for Peace
medals which were pre-
sented by Korean gen-
tleman 5th from lef

RIGHT: John Summer
(L) and Richard Summer
on Revisit Korea tour

self?  Where is the honor in that? You are NOT a member of the

Korean War Veterans Association, do not serve and respect those

who are, and most certainly are not entitled to participate in or con-

duct the business of a chartered chapter or department. Whoever

you are, wherever you are, either do your duty or leave the compa-

ny of those who do.

As I write these words, it is the morning of May 25th, Memorial

Day, 2009.

With fraternal respect for all who honor the Good of the Order,

George Lawhon, LR18750, Director

Chairman, KWVA Bylaws Committee

bylaws@kwva.org  or george@lawhon.org

BYLAWS from page 13


