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Looking for advertisers
We are always on the lookout for more advertisers in The Graybeards. If you

know anyone who is looking to place an ad, or you have a lead, contact our

Advertising Manager, Frank Bertulis, at 99 Deerfield Ln., Matawan, NJ 07747-

1332, (732) 566-2737, FBEB@optonline.

Ihave two pictures of returning POWs from Camp #4 or #6 in early September of

1953. They were taken from USS Repose at Inchon. One is of officers, one of enlist-

ed men. 

Willard Adams, RM3, USS Repose (AH 16), wadams@newwavecomm.net

But the dinner showed how fast the memo-
ries of people can fade.

Kapaun’s brother Eugene, as his wife

related later, was mystified to hear Carroll

and Spellman mispronounce his and his

brother’s last name as “KAYpin,” rather

than “kuhPAWN.”

For years after, Eugene — who served as

a maintenance man in the school that bore

his own name — tried to correct people. No

one listened. Eventually even people in

Pilsen said “KAYpin.”

The diocese as early as the late 1950s was
handing out Kapaun prayer cards, one of
which went to a two-story house in south
Wichita.

There, where two parents and nine kids

competed for two bathrooms, Sylvester and

Frances Hotze raised a son who knew

Kapaun because his parents taped the

prayer card to the bathroom mirror; John

Hotze saw Kapaun every time he brushed

his teeth.

Later, after Hotze was ordained, he

asked to serve Kapaun’s parish at Pilsen, an

hour’s drive north of Wichita. Hotze felt

called.

By 2001, when the diocese decided to

step up efforts to investigate Kapaun’s can-

didacy for sainthood, Hotze became the log-

ical choice to gather information and make

a case to the Vatican.

He began to call old soldiers. They were

glad to help him.

Kapaun’s war buddies had never given

up pressing his case. Over decades, as all

hope seemed lost, they kept telling his story,

suggesting the Medal of Honor, suggesting

their friend belonged in the ranks of saints.

Hotze traveled. He taped interviews with

Dowe, William Funchess, Herb Miller, Bob

McGreevy and others.

In 2009 they heard news from the U.S.

Army.

It made their skin tingle.

Part VII in the series: Former POWs say
Kapaun’s miracle was providing them hope.
Contributing: Travis Heying of The Eagle.
Reach Roy Wenzl at 316-268-6219 or rwen-
zl@wichitaeagle.com

KAPAUN from page 71

Returning POWs

This photo of officers was taken early in September
1953 at Inchon from deck of USS Repose (AH 16).
The prisoners were from camp #4 or #6

Enlisted prisoners being exchanged


