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Background

The Korea Revisit program was begun by the Ministry of Patriots and
Veterans Affairs (MPVA/Seoul) in 1975 for the 25th anniversary of the
outbreak of the Korean War to express the Republic of Korea (ROK’s) gov-
ernment’s gratitude to Korean War veterans and their families also to
show them the bountiful results of their sacrifices and devotion.

MPVA’s Eligibility Requirements

Korean War Veterans who served in or supported ground, naval, or air
operations in the Korean Theater between June 25, 1950 and October 15,
1954. Family members of deceased or disabled Veterans are eligible to
participate in the “Korea Revisit Program.” An eligible applicant is allowed
to bring a family member or friend as a “travel companion.”

Expanded Eligibility

For the 60th anniversaries (2010-13) there will be more quotas available.
In addition, those who have been on a Revisit prior to 2006 can apply to
return again (Call MHT for more details). Widows and family members of
deceased veterans or those unable to travel are also eligible for the Revisit
as Veteran Representatives.

Benefits & Schedule

Free hotel accommodations for the veteran their companion or veteran
representatives, meals for 5 nights and 6 days in Seoul for 2 people. If you
want to bring more people you may at your expense.

Accommodations are based on (2) persons per room, if you want your
own hotel room you may at your own expense. All of the above items
need to be requested in writing.

Tours of Seoul and its vicinity, banquet hosted by the MPVA and KVA with
presentation of the “Ambassador for Peace” medal, tours of the DMZ,
Pan-Mun-Jom, War Memorial Museum, National Cemetery.

Typical Korea Revisit Itinerary:

Day 1: Fly to Korea
Day 2: Arrival day Incheon Airport, Korea check into Seoul Hotel.
Day 3: Wreath Laying at United Nations Monuments.
Day 4: Korean War Commemoration Ceremonies.
Day 5: Panmunjom, DMZ Thank You Banquet in the evening.
Day 6: War Memorial Museum tour, Korean culture show.
Day 7: Departure 

Sundry Notes

1. The MPVA Revisit Program privileges are provided for scheduled
groups only.

2. Participants are required to have a valid passport that does not expire
until 6 months after return to the USA.

3. Neither MPVA Seoul nor MHT Virginia U.S.A is responsible for any loss
of or damage to personal or other items; medical expenses, injuries or
loss of life due to any accident of whatever nature during the Revisit tours. 

4. Hospitalization, Evacuation and Trip Cancellation Insurance is required
by MPVA for all veterans, companions or veteran representatives.
Insurance costs are included in the admin service charge for Korea only.

5. Transportation costs to and from Korea will be borne by each person
who participates in the program. The Korean government is now subsi-
dizing airfare for persons traveling with the group administered by MHT.

6. Applications will be received/accepted on a “First-come, first-served”
basis.

7. Use of frequent flyer miles or other “free” transportation is allowed, but
the administrative service fee of $450.00 per person is still required for
the insurance and administration.

I have walked these Korean hills before

Crossed these rivers

I have passed through these fields

Heavy with the odor of growth.

My presence is here and elsewhere

In the pages of a letter yellow with age

At the edge of a photograph

On a torn dance program.

I am by love begotten;

I am not forgotten.

I am here in the hearts of those 
who were here with me,

On the perimeter at Inchon,

At the Reservoir and the River,

And in the Hearts of those who waited.

In their thoughts I walk again

And I wait at the curb in my car.

On a warm summer evening the sound of
crickets,

Of passing automobiles.

And the muted songs of the city are near.

I am a tear in the eyes of mothers and sisters,
fathers, brothers, wives, friends and lovers.

I am by love begotten;

I am not forgotten.

I am Black, White, Jewish, Gentile, Red, Yellow.

I speak English, Hebrew, Korean, Chinese, 
Gaelic, German, Spanish.

I am known in many countries, and by many
people.

I have heard the rush of summer seas, and the
fist of thunder.

I have known a distant star, on a cold
December night.

And I have known the love of a friend who
would be for me

And for him.

I am by love begotten; I am never forgotten.   

EDITOR’S NOTE:  This poem was submitted by
Andrew Oslinker. He noted that it was written by
LtCol Kirk during the Korean War. As Oslinker point-
ed out, “It is a moving testament of the thoughts of
this individual, and should be presented in The
Graybeards. “ 

Reach Oslinker at 83-I Winthrop Rd., Monroe

Township, NJ 08831, 609-860-0251.

I Am Not Forgotten By LtCol Richard Kirk, 2d Inf. Div, U.S. Army




