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KOREAN WAR VETERANS ASSOCIATION, INC., GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINIUTES

JULY 24, 2015

Call for the Meeting: 
KWVA Website and the May-June 2015 issue of The
Graybeards. 

Place of the Announced Meeting: 
The Double Tree Hotel, Washington DC-Crystal City,
300 Army Navy Drive, Arlington, VA 22202.

Call to Order:  
President Larry Kinard at 1300

Pledge of Allegiance:
Director L. T. Whitmore

Invocation:
Chaplain Leo Ruffing

Administrative Announcements:
President Larry Kinard and Executive Director James
R. Fisher

Rules of Decorum and Debate:
President Kinard did not read the Rules of Debate and
Decorum, but he asked everyone to adhere to what our
Executive Director stated about not cursing or using the
Lord’s name in vain. He asked everyone to speak clear-
ly, say what you need to say, and not linger too long,
since we have a full schedule today.

Adopt Meeting Agenda and Accept KWVA Annual
Membership Rules of Decorum and Debate:
Upon motion by Director McCarthy, seconded by
Director Martin, the Meeting Agenda and the Rules of
Decorum and Debate were unanimously adopted.

Roll Call:
Prior to the Roll Call, President Kinard explained that
this was to be the last meeting for Frank Cohee, who
has been our Secretary for eight years. Unfortunately,
he fell about two weeks ago and broke some vertebrae
in his back which made it impossible for him to travel to
attend this meeting.

Frank was a good guy – he still is a good guy. He did a
wonderful job for us for about eight years. Lew Ewing,
who is a former Director of the KWVA and is a Past
Commander of the Shenandoah Valley Chapter #313 in
Winchester, VA has agreed to serve as our new
Secretary. 

Secretary Ewing called the roll. Each Board Member
was asked to stand and tell where he is from.

KWVA Board Members:
• President Larry Kinard - Texas

• Executive Director James R. Fisher - Virginia

• First Vice President Warren H. Wiedhahn - Virginia

• Second Vice President J. D. Randolph - Texas

• Secretary Lewis M. Ewing - Virginia

• Treasurer Tom Gregg - Texas

• Director George J. Bruzgis – New Jersey

• Director George S. Covel – New York

• Director Tine P. Martin, Sr.- Indiana

• Director Thomas W. Stevens - Kansas

• Director Roy E. Aldridge - Texas

• Director Albert H. McCarthy - Massachusetts

• Director Thomas M. McHugh – New Jersey

• Director L. T. Whitmore - Virginia

• Director Richard E. Brown, Sr. - Pennsylvania

• Director Robert F. Fitts - Illinois

• Director J. Fred Ragusa - Texas

• Director Lewis Vaughn – South Carolina

Secretary Ewing reported that all officers and directors were
in attendance.

KWVA Staff:
Bill Mac Swain, Senior Advisor - Texas, Jim Doppelhammer,
Webmaster - Illinois, Jake Feaster, Membership
Management and Assistant Secretary - Florida, Jongwoo
Han, KWVA Liaison to  Korean American Association -
Seoul, Korea, Art Sharp, Editor, The Graybeards Magazine
- South Carolina, John Edwards, Past Director and
Membership Recruiting Committee Member -Virginia, and
Charlie Price, National Legislative Director - Florida. Also
attending was Carol O’Brocki of Elite Reporting Company,
who served as the recorder for today’s meeting.

Declaration of a Quorum:
Secretary Ewing announced that a quorum was present,
with 57 members in good standing in attendance.

Approval of Minutes of the previous General
Membership Meeting: 
The last General Membership meeting was held in
Rochester, MN, October 18, 2014. The minutes of that meet-
ing were printed in the November-December 2014 issue of
The Graybeards magazine. Upon a motion by Director
Brown, seconded by Joe Walsh, CID 181, the minutes were
approved as published in The Graybeards.

Guest Speakers:
Mrs. Bonnie White, who lives in Tennessee and is a mem-
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ber of the Gold Star Wives, was introduced by President
Kinard. Her husband was a United States Marine who
served at the Chosin Reservoir and participated in the evac-
uation from there in December 1950. 

This is the 70th Anniversary of the Gold Star Wives
Association. Their objective is to work with their legislators to
see that survivors and dependents of veterans are getting
the help they need from the Veterans Administration and
other government agencies.

Mrs. White asked us to support them in their efforts whenev-
er we are able to do so. Anyone who wishes to contact her
may do so through President Kinard.

Mr. Ron Rothberg is an Associate Member of the Korean
War Veterans Association and a volunteer with the National
Park Service in Washington, D. C. He is a Vietnam-era vet-
eran, but he chooses to spend his time volunteering at our
Korean War Memorial because it is a beautiful memorial and
it gives him the opportunity to explain to visitors its symbol-
ism and beauty. 

His primary interests center mainly on the Honor Flights. He
and other volunteers reach out to and facilitate visits to the
Memorial by both veterans and non-veterans, while assisting
the professional National Park Rangers. He monitors the
schedule for the Honor Flights and he attempts to be at our
memorial for each flight that comes in.

Mr. Rothberg is always seeking help from local Korean War
veterans to assist him with greeting the veterans on the
Honor Flights when they arrive. Call him at 571-422-6341or
email him at ibyke3@gmail.com and let him know when you
can be there.   

Doctor Jongwoo Han is the founder of the Korean War
Legacy Foundation. Its website consists of more than 6,000
artifacts and, to date, more than 700 oral interviews with
Korean War veterans that preserve our legacy and educate
the public about the significance of the Korean War.  

In conjunction with our KWVA meetings, Dr. Han works with
some sixty grandchildren of Korean War veterans who are
part of this, his third Korean War Veterans Youth Corps
Convention. He also included 25 teachers in this year’s
group in order to help spread the word about the Korean War
and its effect on world history.

Dr. Han’s next project, which he has already launched, is to
make a Korean War digital history textbook that will include
some of the artifacts and interviews that will make learning
much richer and more interesting to the students and easier
for the teachers to teach.  He plans to continue and expand
his Youth Corps program again next year and hopes to bring
in more students and teachers.  

President Kinard thanked Dr. Han for all that he does for our
Korean War veterans and our descendants—all of which he
does at no cost to the KWVA. The Republic of Korea govern-
ment pays for it all.

Treasurer’s Report:
Treasurer Tom Gregg stated that:

• We received a clean audit from our auditors, Franklin and
Vaughn. 

• Our Executive Director, Jim Fisher, has filed the audit and
the IRS 990 form with Congress as required by our Charter.  

• For the 12 months ended on December 31, 2014 we
showed a Net Profit for the year of $90,000 and a year-end
Net Worth of $903,000, so we are a financially sound organ-
ization.  

• We are a fiscal year June 30 organization, but an IRS 990
reporting organization, so our audit is on a calendar year
basis.   

• As of June 30, 2015, our unaudited statement this year
shows that we have assets of $953,000, which is down from
our December 31 financial audit.   

• Our Net Profit for the 12 months ending June 30 was only
$25,000, so we are in a declining pattern – we are losing
money. 

• Our expenses are stable but our revenue is declining.  

• We need more members – we need Defense Veterans to
join our organization.   

Treasurer Gregg presented the 2016 Budget, which showed:

• A projected revenue of $336,000, down $133,000 from the
2015 Budgeted number of $470,000 due primarily to a pro-
jected net decrease in membership dues and the one-time
revenue from the sale of the directory published by Harris
Connect.  

• Expenses for 2016 are projected to decrease from
$443,000 in 2015 to $363,000 in 2016.  This will result in a
shortfall of $26,000 and we will have to dip into our reserves
to balance the budget.  

He concluded that although we are in a declining  mode, we
are still sound financially, with $953,000 in assets. 

Upon a motion by Berkeley Ide, Commander of CID 288,
seconded by Bill Alli, CID 33, the motion to approve the 2016
Budget was unanimously approved as presented.

President’s Report:
President Larry Kinard:

• Expressed his thanks and appreciation to everyone for
attending this year’s Annual Meeting. 

• Reminded everyone that next year’s election is rapidly
approaching and we will be electing a President, First Vice
President, Second Vice President, and four Directors.

• Informed the group that he will not be a candidate for
President again next year. (Likewise, First Vice President,
Warren Wiedhahn said he will not be a candidate for office.)

• Stated that we will need someone with energy, some busi-
ness background, and the willingness to help the KWVA go
forward and work to preserve our legacy.  

• Reported that we have taken steps to improve the opera-
tional structure of the KWVA by centralizing  the finances in
our Membership Office in Charleston, IL. This will eliminate
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the necessity of shifting accounts from one bank to another
every time we have a change in the leadership of the KWVA.   

• Announced that we also added the new position of
Executive Director and we were fortunate to have Jim Fisher
agree to assume the duties of that office. Jim hit the ground
running in November, 2014 and has not slowed up.  

• Commended Jongwoo Han for his efforts to preserve our
legacy with all he is doing.

• Reminded everyone of the new program headed by Mary
Cheney, where TracFones will be available to economically
needy veterans who will be able to get a cell phone free of
charge.

• Reported that we had a good year in organizing new chap-
ters last year, and he thanked Sonny Edwards and his com-
mittee for their good work. 

• Stated that we are working on a plan whereby the Directors
will be asked to work closely with Chapters and Departments
to provide assistance when needed.  This will not only aid
the Chapters but it also will help the Membership Office in
maintaining and keeping the records current.  He appointed
a committee consisting of Jim Doppelhammer, Jake Feaster,
Fred Ragusa and Lew Ewing to draft the guidelines and pro-
cedures and present their recommendation to the Board of
Directors at our next meeting, or sooner if possible.

• Addressed the problem of too many veterans wanting to
join a local Chapter but not becoming a member of the
National KWVA. He stated that the KWVA is a good organi-
zation and many veterans do not understand or know what
the benefits of membership are, so he solicited the help of
everyone to work with their Chapter members who are not
members of National to encourage them to join.    

• Called on Col Bill Weber, Chairman of the Korean War
Veterans Memorial Foundation. Col Weber asked everyone
to get behind and support the project at our Memorial in
Washington D.C., at which we will read the names of the
Korean War veterans who lost their lives fighting in a war
wherein, for the first time in history, we went to help a people
when we were not threatened. 

Additional Speakers
Mr. Bill Alli, a member of the Board of Directors of the
Korean War Veterans Memorial Foundation (KWVMF),
asked the membership to approve a resolution whereby the
KWVA supports the KWVMF’s efforts to receive congres-
sional approval for HR 1475 in the House of Representatives
and a companion bill in the Senate to erect the Wall of
Remembrance at our Korean War Memorial in Washington,
D.C.  Upon motion by Narce Caliva,  CID 313, seconded by
Tony Bezouska, CID 25, the motion was unanimously
approved.  

Executive Director James Fisher presented a plan,
approved by the Board, designating the location for the
KWVA’s Annual Meetings for the next five years; 2016 in Las
Vegas, Nevada, 2017 in Norfolk, VA, 2018 in Dayton, Ohio,
2019 in San Diego, CA, and 2020 in Orlando, FL, although

unforeseen circumstances may require some alterations to
the proposed plan.  

In keeping with Bylaws Article VI, Section III, upon motion by
Arden Rowley, CID 122 seconded by Jim Wall, CID 181, Las
Vegas, Nevada was unanimously approved as the site for
the 2016 KWVA Annual Meeting to be held in October 2016. 

Bylaws Committee:
Chairman Tom Stevens presented the following revisions
and/or additions to our KWVA Bylaws. All of them have been
properly advertised in an issue of The Graybeards magazine
and come to the membership with the unanimous approval
of the Board of Directors. 

• Addition of paragraph 3 to Bylaws Article V, II, Section 3 to
allow Chapters that do not have their own IRS Exemption
status to fall under the National KWVA’s “umbrella” plan.
Those Chapters that already have their own tax exempt do
not need to apply.

Upon motion by Jack Murray, CID 100, seconded by
Berkeley Ide, CID 288, the addition was unanimously
approved.

Action 1. Amend Bylaws Article II, Section 1 to add the
Executive Director position to the list of Board members.

Action 2. Amend Bylaws Article II, Section 2 to increase the
number of Board members to eighteen (18) and include the
Executive Director in the list of officers.  

Action 3. Amend Bylaws Article III, Section 3 to expand the
duties of the Executive Director and reclassify the position to
paragraph C and rename subsequent paragraphs as
required.

Action 4. Amend Bylaws Article II, Section 1, paragraph E.
to read, “All appointed positions shall be appointed by the
President and confirmed by the Board. The responsibilities
and duties for all Appointed Positions and Standing
Committee Chairmen are included in the Board approved
SPM.”

Upon motion by Bob Desmond, CID 320, seconded by Bill
Alli, CID 33, all four of those actions were unanimously
approved.

• Revise Article II, Section 2, to increase the number of Board
members to eighteen (18), in order to add the Executive
Director to the list of officers and include the word
“Membership” in the last sentence. 

• Revise Article II, Section 2, paragraph A. to allow the Board
to vote “electronically” in addition to the prior approval to use
the USPS. 

• Add addition to Article II, Section 2, paragraph B. to restrict
voting by USPS or electronically during Executive Sessions
of the Board. 

• Revise Article II, Section 2, paragraph D. to allow the Board
to vote “electronically” in addition to the prior approval to use
the USPS only in “Business Without a Meeting” sessions.
Upon motion by Berkeley Ide, CID 288, seconded by Ralph
Aldhard, CID 319, the above revisions were unanimously



19

The GraybeardsThe Graybeards                                                                                                                                   September - October 2015September - October 2015

approved.

• Add Paragraphs D. & E. to Article VIII, Section 2 which will
allow the Board of Directors to implement any revision, addi-
tion, deletion, or other changes to the KWVA Bylaws imme-
diately without having to await ratification of any change by
the Membership at the next Annual Membership Meeting.

Following discussion, upon motion by Berkeley Ide, CID 288,
seconded by Bill Weber, CID 142, the motion was unani-
mously approved.

Recruiting:
President Kinard again commended John T. (Sonny)
Edwards for the outstanding job he did as Chairman of the
Membership and Recruitment Committee for the past two
years, and asked for his report.  

Sonny reported that:

• We have had three (3) new Chapters formed so far this
year, with three (3) more in the formation process.  

• The number of members continues to decline, showing a
decrease of 247 since last year.

• We lost 490 members last year, so If we are to survive we
need to actively recruit Korean Defense Veterans.

Sonny stated that it has been an honor for him to serve as a
Director and Membership and Recruitment Chairman, and
he challenged everyone to do their part and continue to sup-
port the committee.  

• Director Bob Fitts, the new Membership and Recruitment
Committee Chairman, thanked Sonny for his excellent work
and asked everyone for their help and prayers as he under-
takes the leadership of this most important committee.  

First Vice President:
First Vice President Warren Wiedhahn reported:

• He was in San Francisco last weekend to attend the ground
breaking for the Korean War Memorial at the Presidio. He
feels that that area is fertile ground for recruiting new mem-
bers and hopes that we can have a good attendance for the
dedication of the Memorial next June, when we will have an
opportunity to recruit new members.  

• “Rocky” Harder, who has worked for the past ten years in
the DOD MIA/POW group, has been recruited as the new
Chairman of the MIA/POW Committee. This will allow us to
get more involved with the government in its efforts to recov-
er our missing in Korea. 

• Encouraged any veteran who is qualified to return to Korea
with the Revisit Program. This program is largely funded by
the ROK government. However, even with their help, there
are still some veterans who cannot afford to pay 50% of the
airfare, so an effort is being made to raise the money
required to assist these financially needy veterans. 

• Announced that the Board has hired Fred Lash, who has
an extensive background in the public relations field, to work
in a Communications/Public Relations role for our
Association.    

Executive Director’s Report:
Executive Director Jim Fisher:

• Echoed the recurring theme expressed throughout this
meeting by reminding everyone that recruiting new mem-
bers, both War Veterans and Defense Veterans, is essential
if the KWVA is to survive and not become a “last man stand-
ing” organization.  

Additional Speakers:
Assistant Secretary Jake Feaster:

• Stated that we have 3,018 former KWVA members who are
delinquent in their dues. If we could re-up those veterans,
that would be easier than going out for new recruits. 

• Estimated that there are another 3,000 veterans attending
Chapter meetings but are not paying dues to National.

Extensive discussion followed in an effort to find ways to
increase our membership, including  a suggestion to change
the name of our Association, change the name of The
Graybeards magazine, and eliminate Chapter dues.  

Col Bill Weber opined:

• We have done nothing to have the KWVA recognized
nationally to attract new members and to retain them as
members. 

• We need to develop the feeling of comradeship and broth-
erhood within our Chapters to get them to feel part of it.
They need some kind of recognition to join.  

Fred Lash agreed to assess the possibility of placing adver-
tisements in other VSO magazines to attract new recruits.

VAVS Director’s Report:
VAVS Director J. D. Randolph reported:

• That over the last eight years, we have lost 52 percent of
the number of hours donated to the VA across the country. A
few Chapters are doing very well but, overall, the response
is sparse.  

• The Veterans Administration is looking to the KWVA for
support since the WWII veterans can’t help as much as they
once did.  

• Every Chapter should have a VAVS representative and
deputies to work with their local VA Hospitals.

• The level of our support in the VA Hospitals is included in
our required annual report  to Congress each year. 

Wrap-up
President Kinard recognized some of our Canadian Korean
War veteran neighbors who have joined us for this year’s
Annual Meeting and thanked them for attending. Mr. McKay
expressed their thanks for being invited and thanked our
members for making them feel welcome.

Before adjourning the meeting, President Kinard again
expressed on behalf of the entire Korean War Veterans
Association our thanks and gratitude to Frank Cohee for all
of his good work as Secretary of our Association over the



past eight years.

Since Frank was unable to be with us, Larry gave Jake
Feaster a plaque to deliver to Frank upon returning home.

• Chaplain Leo Ruffing pronounced the benediction.

• President Kinard adjourned the meeting with a salute to our
American flag.

Respectfully submitted,
Lewis M. Ewing, Secretary 
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Meet Our New POW/MIA
Coordinator
Bruce R. (Rocky) Harder, Col, USMC (Ret); GS-14,
Policy Analyst, Federal Civil Service (Ret)
Current Position: Coordinator, POW/MIA, Korean War

Veterans Association (KWVA)

Past Experience: From August 2001 until July 2015, Mr. Harder

was a senior policy & strategic planning analyst responsible for

developing policy positions for the Director, Defense POW/MIA

Accounting Agency (DPAA), and team leader of the Northeast

Asia personnel accounting policy team. He joined the staff of the

Defense POW/Missing Personnel Office in August 2002 and was

initially appointed to the position of Policy Advisor, Personnel

Accounting Directorate, Defense POW/Missing Personnel

Office. He retired from federal civil service on July 31, 2015.

From October 1997 until August 2002, Mr. Harder was the

Director, National Security and Foreign Affairs for the Veterans

of Foreign Wars of the United States. While working for the

VFW, he traveled to Southeast Asia, Northeast Asia, Western

Europe, Eastern Europe, the Middle East, and Russia, and

worked on National Security and POW/MIA issues.

In May 1969, Mr. Harder was commissioned a second lieu-

tenant in the United States Marine Corps. Shortly afterwards, he

served his first one-year tour in Vietnam, as an infantry platoon

commander with the First Marine Division. While there, he par-

ticipated in many combat operations in the area around DaNang.  

On his second tour to Vietnam, he served as the intelligence

officer for Marine Fighter/Attack Squadron 333 aboard the air-

craft carrier America. Subsequent tours of duty took him to a

variety of locations at home and abroad, where he held command

and staff positions and took part in planning and executing joint

and combined military exercises and operations.  

His last military assignment was the Director, Intelligence

Division and Foreign Liaison Officer, Headquarters, United

States Marine Corps. He attained the rank of colonel in 1990, and

retired from active duty on January 1, 1998.

Mr. Harder earned a Master of Arts degree in National

Security and Strategic Studies from the U.S. Naval War College

in Newport, RI. Also, he holds a Master of Arts degree in

International Relations from Salve Regina College and in

Human Resources Management from Pepperdine University.

Mr. Harder earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in Human Relations

from Salem College, WV in 1969.

Recruiting
As the below letter written by Jim Scali suggests, here is a

unique example of how a town can both appreciate its vet-

erans and help their organizations recruit at the same time. In this

case, the town is Wallkill, NY. (Think Middletown, NY). 

To the Town of Wallkill Town Board and Supervisor Mr. Dan Depew
and Public Works Commissioner, Mr. Lou Ingrassia:
A hearty thank you from your veterans. You did a beautiful job on
the sign installation. It is our hope that the public will take notice
and realize that our Town Board is dedicated to the advancement
of all our Posts, and we members thank you.  
To VFW Post 692: allowing the sign to be installed on your property
demonstrates your willingness to work with other dedicated organ-
izations in our veteran community.
God Bless The United States of America.
Jim Scali, tankerscali@yahoo.com

NOTE: To learn more about Wallkill, NY, go to
http://townofwallkill.com/.

The recruiting sign at Wallkill, NY

IGNORING THE EVIDENCE
“When we moved up to the Chosin Reservoir in November

[1950], we had the feeling [the Chinese] would come into the
war. General Smith said, ‘Holcomb, go talk to MacArthur’s
staff. See if they know anything.’ But in Tokyo they wouldn’t tell
me anything. I never got to see MacArthur. Willoughby, the G-
2 [the intelligence officer], said they certainly would let us
know if they got any firm indication that the Chinese would
come into the war.” (Brig. Gen. Bankston Holcomb, Intelligence
officer of the First Marine Division)

Please support our advertisers
Hopefully, our readers will buy their products so we can retain

our current advertisers, attract new advertisers, and use the

revenues to underwrite the costs of producing The Graybeards.


