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Background

The Korea Revisit program was begun by the Ministry of Patriots and
Veterans Affairs (MPVA/Seoul) in 1975 for the 25th anniversary of the
outbreak of the Korean War to express the Republic of Korea (ROK’s) gov-
ernment’s gratitude to Korean War veterans and their families also to
show them the bountiful results of their sacrifices and devotion.

MPVA’s Eligibility Requirements
Korean War Veterans who served in or supported ground, naval, or air
operations in the Korean Theater between June 25, 1950 and October 15,
1954. Family members of deceased or disabled Veterans are eligible to
participate in the “Korea Revisit Program.” An eligible applicant is allowed
to bring a family member or friend as a “travel companion.”

Expanded Eligibility
For the 60th anniversaries (2010-13) there will be more quotas available.
In addition, those who have been on a Revisit prior to 2006 can apply to
return again (Call MHT for more details). Widows and family members of
deceased veterans or those unable to travel are also eligible for the Revisit
as Veteran Representatives.

Benefits & Schedule
Free hotel accommodations for the veteran their companion or veteran
representatives, meals for 5 nights and 6 days in Seoul for 2 people. If you
want to bring more people you may at your expense.
Accommodations are based on (2) persons per room, if you want your
own hotel room you may at your own expense. All of the above items
need to be requested in writing.
Tours of Seoul and its vicinity, banquet hosted by the MPVA and KVA with
presentation of the “Ambassador for Peace” medal, tours of the DMZ,
Pan-Mun-Jom, War Memorial Museum, National Cemetery.

Typical Korea Revisit Itinerary:
Day 1: Fly to Korea
Day 2: Arrival day Incheon Airport, Korea check into Seoul Hotel.
Day 3: Wreath Laying at United Nations Monuments.

Day 4: Korean War Commemoration Ceremonies.
Day 5: Panmunjom, DMZ Thank You Banquet in the evening.
Day 6: War Memorial Museum tour, Korean culture show.
Day 7: Departure 

Sundry Notes
1. The MPVA Revisit Program privileges are provided for scheduled
groups only.

2. Participants are required to have a valid passport that does not expire
until 6 months after return to the USA.

3. Neither MPVA Seoul nor MHT Virginia U.S.A is responsible for any loss
of or damage to personal or other items; medical expenses, injuries or
loss of life due to any accident of whatever nature during the Revisit tours. 

4. Hospitalization, Evacuation and Trip Cancellation Insurance is required
by MPVA for all veterans, companions or veteran representatives.
Insurance costs are included in the admin service charge for Korea only.

5. Transportation costs to and from Korea will be borne by each person
who participates in the program. The Korean government is now subsi-
dizing airfare for persons traveling with the group administered by MHT.

6. Applications will be received/accepted on a “First-come, first-served”
basis.

7. Use of frequent flyer miles or other “free” transportation is allowed, but
the administrative service fee of $450.00 per person is still required for
the insurance and administration.

Missing—But Not Forgotten
In the Chapters section of the Sept-Oct 2015 edition, p. 33, we inad-

vertently omitted the name of Bernie Huesing in the “New Officers “ of
Ch 30 photo. Mr. Huesing is the third person from the right.

Misfires

Occasionally, we make mistakes in The Graybeards. We try to be as
accurate as possible, and we apologize for any errors that slip
through. We do not have the funds for a fact checker, so we miss a
fact or two now and then. Here are a couple clarifications. Incidentally,
we rely on readers to inform us of any “misfires” that need correcting.
We will print corrections in the next available edition.

Turkeys Turkeys Everywhere
December 1950: We were fighting for our lives against a

determined Chinese Army that had surrounded us with orders

to destroy the 1st Marine Division at the Changjin (Chosin)

Reservoir in North Korea. The temperature hovered about

forty degrees below zero. We received orders to attack, break

the encirclement, fight our way east to the Port of Hungnam,

and blow up the supply dumps to prevent the Chinese from

gaining access to usable supplies or equipment.

In addition to ammunition and military equipment, the

dumps contained food for our Christmas dinner. As we began

the attack east, we heard an explosion off to our north as they

blew the dumps. In seconds frozen turkeys were flying through

the air and landing in a rice paddy immediately to our left

flank. Being resourceful scavengers, we Marines ran out into

the field and "captured" the frozen turkeys. Soon at least 30 or

40 of us had frozen turkeys tucked under our arms.

However, we quickly realized we had a problem: how were

we going to cook those birds with the temp hovering at 40

below? Within minutes the road to Hungnam was strewn with

frozen turkeys!

Warren Wiedhahn, former PFC
5th Marines, 1st Marine Division, Korea - 1950

EDITOR'S NOTE: Does anyone else have humorous stories
about their time in Korea? If you do, please send them to the
editor so we can start a new series. 


