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Governor Richardson and Mr. Principi 
 
United States Charge d'Affairs Mr. Bill Stanton 
 
Ambassadors and Excellencies…. 
 
Distinguished statesmen and diplomats… 
 
Republic of Korea Vice Minister of National Defense         

Honorable Gim Young Ree-young  
 
Chief of Staff of the Republic of Korea Army 
 GEN Park Hyong Yul 
 
General Paik, Sun Yup 
 
Fellow general and flag officers…. 
 
Ladies and gentlemen…. 

 

Welcome to this morning's very special Repatriation Ceremony.   We 

appreciate your attendance at this formal and solemn occasion, honoring 

our fallen comrades from the Korean War.   

Fifty-seven years ago, in response to an unprovoked attack by North 

Korea, twenty-one contributing nations sent tens of thousands of 

Servicemembers to the aid of the Republic of Korea.   
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In the three years of bitter fighting that followed, millions of civilians 

and military personnel lost their lives and the Republic of Korea was left 

with fractured families and destroyed infrastructure -- but also with its 

freedom.   

In the five decades since, this great nation has become a 

technologically advanced, world economic power with a modern 

democracy.  The Republic of Korea is the envy of much of the world. 

This is the reason we honor these heroes who lie before us today.  It 

was their selfless service and ultimate sacrifice that saved this nation, 

giving the people of the Republic of Korea an opportunity to forge their 

destiny and achieve their dreams.    

I want to thank the many ambassadors, diplomats and public 

servants who are here today in honor of these fallen warriors.   We truly 

appreciate your support for the United Nations Command.  Your presence 

adds decorum to our ceremony and unity to our mission.   

 I also want to thank the Honorable Bill Richardson, the Governor of 

the U.S. State of New Mexico and a former U.S. Ambassador to the United 

Nations, and the Honorable Anthony Principi, the U.S. Former Secretary of 

Veterans Affairs, for facilitating the repatriation of these Servicemembers.  

However forensics determines their nation of origin -- the United States, 

Korea or other United Nations contributing nations -- these 

Servicemembers were great patriots, rising to the call to defend liberty and 

justice in the face of aggression.   
  
 

 Today, we are honored and humbled to receive their remains.  The 

word “repatriate” – to return to one’s own country - has a very special 
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meaning for American Servicemembers, who today often spend many 

years overseas separated from their families.  They have been promised 

that should they lose their lives in a foreign land, we will honor their 

sacrifice, keep faith with their fellow warriors and families, and bring them 

home.  This morning for these warriors, we are keeping that promise. 

It is also fitting that we give our deepest appreciation to our United 

Nations Command Servicemembers who continue to serve on the Korean 

peninsula in defense of the noble principles of liberty and democracy.  Your 

presence is an enduring legacy to those who fought and those who lost 

their lives in securing this nation’s sovereignty.  Your duty is testimony that 

freedom is not free and demonstrates your willingness to sacrifice to 

preserve our freedoms.  Your selfless service is honorable and laudable 

and we all owe you a debt of gratitude.   

  Finally, to our gallant fallen warriors before us – we mourn your loss; 

we salute your sacrifice.  Your heroic fight freed a nation and its people.  It 

was just and proper.  The Republic of Korea has honored your deaths by 

becoming a shining beacon of hope for all nations struggling for freedom 

and democracy.   May your spirits now be comforted as you begin your 

final journey home.  Our thoughts and prayers follow your journey.  

Godspeed brave ones.  May god continue to bless your souls.  Thank you. 
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